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Act.

1767: The Townshend Acts are passed, placing a tax on products imported into the 

colonies.

1769: Crown approves new boundary lines for Delaware. 

1767-1770: Delaware boycotts English imports because of Townshend Act.

1773: Boston Tea Party; British attack colonists in Boston.

1774: Delaware sends Rodney, McKean, George Read, to the First Continental Congress; 

Delaware wants to reconcile with Great Britain.

1775: Fighting breaks out at Lexington and Concord.

1776: The Second Continental Congress begins deliberations on the Declaration of 

Independence.

1776: June 7.  Motion for independence from Richard Henry Lee in Congress.

1776: June 15.  Delaware’s assembly complies with the request to place colonial 

government under the authority of the people; celebrate Separation Day from the 

British Empire; all reference to reconciliation is now dropped.

1776: July 1.  Thomas McKean, who supports the motion for independence, sends for 

Rodney; he arrives on July 2nd.

 The Declaration of Independence is adopted.

1776: August.  Delawareans elect delegates to a state constitutional convention which 

begins meeting in New Castle; state constitution is fi nished within a month and 

adopted Sept. 20.  First time the state is called “the Delaware State” and its 

governor is called “the President”.

1777: September.  Battle at Cooch’s bridge, followed by Battle of Brandywine.

1777: Mid-September to mid-October.  Wilmington is occupied by British and President of 

Delaware is seized.

1777: The Continental Congress draws up Articles of Confederation for the 13 states, but 

it is not ratifi ed until 1779.
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1778: Cesar Rodney is chosen as President of Delaware for a three-year term; he 

replaces George Read.  

1781: John Dickinson is elected President, but resigns in 1782 to be Governor of 

Pennsylvania; by then the war is mostly over.

1787: The Annapolis Convention calls for delegates from each state to meet in 

Philadelphia in May.  Dickinson pushes for equal representation, against the wishes 

of James Madison from Virginia.  The “Great Compromise” is reached: proportional 

representation in the House of Representatives, and equal representation in the 

Senate. In September the Constitution is completed.

1787: December 7.  The United States Constitution is ratifi ed unanimously by the 

Delaware Assembly in Dover, making Delaware the “First State”.
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Themes from Legislation Location of Sites related to Theme

New Castle County Kent County Sussex County

The history of indigenous 
peoples explores the history 
of Native American tribes of 
Delaware, such as the Nanticoke 
and Lenni Lenape.

Iron Hill near Newark
Clyde Farm Stanton
LaGrange Farm Glasgow

•
•
•

Archeological Sites
Kitts Hummock, 
Magnolia, Milford
Carey Farm Site
Dover 
Dill Farm Site
Sandtown Hughes
Early Man Sites
Felton 
Island Field Site
South Bowers 
St. Jones Preserve

•

•

•

•

•

Nanticoke Indian 
Museum Millsboro
Cape Henlopen 
Archeological District
Indian River 
Archeological
Complex Millsboro 
Thompson’s Island 
Site Rehoboth Beach 
Wolfe’s Neck Site 
Lewes
Poplar Thicket near 
Bethany

•

•

•

•

•

The colonization and 
establishment of the frontier
chronicles the fi rst European 
settlers in the Delaware Valley 
who built fortifi cations for the 
protection of settlers, such as Fort 
Christina.

Fort Christina Wilmington
Holy Trinity (Old Swedes) 
Church Wilmington
Town of Odessa

•
•

•

Allee House Bombay 
Hook preserve

• Chesapeake National 
Water Trail the
Nationally designated 
John Smith Water Trail 
extends into Delaware 
on the Nanticoke River
Mason Dixon Line
boundary between 
Pennsylvania and 
Delaware and boundary 
between Delaware and 
Maryland
Lewes Historic
District

•

•

•

The founding of a nation
documents the contributions of 
Delaware to the development of 
our constitutional republic.

Washington-Rochambeau
Revolutionary Route 
Study
Cooch’s Bridge/Iron Hill
near Newark
Lombardy Hall NHL
Wilmington
Jacob Broom House NHL
Montchenin
New Castle Courthouse 
NHL
Stonum NHL New Castle

•

•

•

•

•

•

The Green Dover
John Dickinson 
Plantation NHL
South of Dover 
Barratt’s Chapel
Frederica
Aspendale NHL

•
•

•

•

Milton Historic 
District
Old Sussex County 
Courthouse
Georgetown

•

•

Industrial development
investigates the exploitation of 
water power in Delaware with 
the mill development on the 
Brandywine River.

Eleutherian Mills and 
Hagley Museum NHL
Wilmington
Port Penn situated a few 
miles north of the point 
where the Delaware Bay 
becomes the Delaware River 
Red Clay Valley Park 
North of Wilmington

•

•

•

Leipsic and Little 
Creek
Wilkerson & Sons 
Brickwork Dover

•

•

Bethel Historic 
District
Abbotts Mill Milford

•

•

Transportation explores 
how water served as the main 
transportation link, connecting 
Colonial Delaware with England, 
Europe, and other colonies.

Chesapeake & Delaware 
Canal connection
between the Delaware and 
Chesapeake Rivers
Delaware City entrance 
to the Chesapeake and 
Delaware Canal

•

•

Indian River 
Lifesaving Station 
Cape Henlopen
Delaware Harbour of 
Refuge
Fenwick Island 
Lighthouse
Lightship Overfalls 
Lewes

•

•

•

•

Appendix B: Sites Considered During Study
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Themes from Legislation Location of Sites related to Theme

New Castle County Kent County Sussex County

Coastal defense documents the 
collection of fortifi cations spaced 
along the river and bay from Fort 
Delaware on Pea Patch Island to 
Fort Miles near Lewes.

Fort Delaware Peapatch 
Island off of Delaware City
Fort Dupont south of 
Delaware City 
Arsenal New Castle

•

•

•

Fort Saulsbury near
Slaughter Beach
Fort Miles Henlopen 
State Park

•

•

The last stop to freedom details 
the role Delaware has played in 
the history of the 
Underground Railroad network.

Appoquinimink Friends 
Meeting House Odessa
Corbit-Sharp House NHL
Odessa
New Castle Courthouse
Friends Meeting House 
Wilmington

•

•

•
•

Longwood Farm
near Camden 
Daniel Corbit’s 
Clearfi eld Farm
Smyrna 
Wild Cat Manor
Lebanon

•

•

•

Slave dwelling 
on estate of Gov. 
William H. Ross 
Seaford

•

The coastal environment
examines natural resources of 
Delaware that provide resource-
based recreational opportunities 
such as crabbing, fi shing, 
swimming, and boating.

Dragon Run Marsh 
Taylor’s Bridge
Blackbird Creek
Thousand Acre Marsh

•
•
•
•

Woodland Beach 
Wildlife Area 
Bombay Hook 
National Wildlife 
Refuge
Little Creek 
Wildlife Area

•

•

•

Prime Hook National 
Wildlife Refuge
Beach Plum Island 
Nature Reserve 
Cape Henlopen State 
Park

•

•

•

Appendix B continued
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Appendix D: Consultation & Coordination
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