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	CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION

Remove Trees and Replace Palmetto Trail Boardwalk Destroyed by Hurricane Katrina (PMIS 119077) 

Jean Lafitte National Historical Park and Preserve
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Describe the Project, Including Location:  The Palmetto Trail boardwalk is in the 22,000 acre Barataria Preserve, a natural area located about 15 miles south of New Orleans.  This park unit interprets the natural and cultural history of the region’s uplands, swamps, and marshlands. The 0.97 mile long  boardwalk, which was constructed in 1985, connects the visitor center and Bayou Coquille parking lot, following the contours of an old levee between bottomland hardwood forests and baldcypress swamp.  The trail includes five small bridges that span cuts through the levee.  

The Palmetto Trail boardwalk is one of the most popular trails in the preserve and is a favorite of local constituents. The length and location of this trail successfully gives a glimpse of preserve habitat not achieved on the other site trails. 
The Palmetto Trail boardwalk was damaged during Hurricane Katrina (August, 2005) when winds in excess of 100 miles per hour and tornadoes snapped and uprooted hundreds of trees and shrubs.  Falling trees and limbs damaged a significant portion of the wooden boardwalk and root balls from uprooted trees lifted sections of the boardwalk off its foundation.  In addition, flooding during Hurricane Rita (September, 2005) caused whole sections of boardwalk to dislodge and slip off its foundation.  The extensive structural damage and unsafe conditions required immediate closure of the trail after Hurricane Katrina.  
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The National Park Service proposes to replace the damaged Palmetto Trail boardwalk.  Work to be conducted includes removing the existing boardwalk structure, rebuilding the trail with weather-resistant composite materials, and reinstalling the waterline.  More specifically the work entails:

· removing approximately 36 hazardous trees to provide safe access for the workers; 

· reconstructing approximately 4,000 linear feet of boardwalk trail and relocating approximately 721 linear feet of boardwalk; 

· relocating some sections of the trail away from natural hazards; 

· constructing four 80 square foot way points to provide viewing and resting points along the trail, as well as passing spaces in accordance with Section 403.5.3 of the Architectural Barriers Act Accessibility Standards (ABAAS); and 

· adding handrail sections to the five foot bridge sections of the trail where needed.

Nominal trail width would be five feet with toe boards allowing approximately 4'-8" in clearance.  The trail would follow ground contours to provide a nominal elevation of approximately 32- inches above grade.  The boardwalk would be constructed using a standard 8- inch treated piling foundation with 2"x 10"x 12" treated joists and cross braces, to prevent the trail from floating.  Deck materials would be recycled materials and all fasteners would  be corrosion resistant.  

Construction would be accomplished by transporting equipment and materials to and from the project site by hand or light weight equipment as the boardwalk is constructed.  During this time, the trail is closed and would remain closed until completion of the project to provide for the safety of the visitor and job site safety for contractors.  
Describe the category used to exclude action from further NEPA analysis and indicate the number of the category (see section 3-4, Director’s Order 12, Conservation Planning, Environmental Impact Analysis, and Decision-Making):  The applicable categorical exclusions for replacement of the Palmetto Trail boardwalk are:

3.4 C (3)  Routine maintenance and repairs to non-historic structures, facilities, utilities, grounds, and trails.
3.4 C (12)  Minor trail relocation or development of compatible trail networks on logging roads or other established routes.

According to the Environmental Screening Form initiated for the project (February 22, 2007), replacement of the Palmetto Trail boardwalk would result in either no or negligible impacts to:

	Geological resources
	Geothermal resources
	Paleontological resources

	Rare or unusual vegetation
	Threatened/endangered species
	Unique ecosystems

	Streamflow characteristics
	Unique/important fish habitat
	Socioeconomic resources

	Urban quality/gateway communities
	Environmental justice
	Energy resources


There would be negligible to minor adverse construction related impacts to air quality, soundscapes, water quality, marine or estuarine resources, and unique or important wildlife or wildlife habitat.  Such impacts would be short-term and end with the cessation of construction.  


Replacement of the boardwalk would result in negligible impacts to floodplain functions and values.  Because replacement of the boardwalk has no potential for significant impact to floodplains, a Statement of Findings for floodplains will not be prepared. 
Replacement of the boardwalk, including the installation of any new piers, would result in negligible to minor adverse impacts to less than 0.1 acre of wetlands.  Because both replacement of the boardwalk would impact less than 0.1 acre of wetlands, and construction of boardwalks for interpretation of wetlands is exempt from a Statement of Findings, no Statement of Findings for wetlands will be prepared.
The Palmetto Trail is closed and will remain closed through the duration of construction.  Because the trail is one of the park’s most popular trails among visitors, replacing the boardwalk and reopening the trail would result in a long-term, moderate, beneficial impact on visitor use and experience.

There would be no impacts to historic properties.  The Barataria Preserve has been surveyed for archeological resources (Archeological Assessment:  Barataria Unit, Jean Lafitte National Historic Park), and replacement of the Palmetto Trail boardwalk will have no effect upon known archeological resources.  If during construction significant archeological resources are discovered, all work in the immediate vicinity of the discovery would be halted until the resources could be identified and documented and an appropriate mitigation strategy developed, if necessary, in consultation with the Louisiana State Historic Preservation Office.  In the unlikely event that human remains, funerary objects, sacred objects, or objects of cultural patrimony are discovered during construction, provisions outlined in the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (25 USC 3001) of 1990 would be followed.

The Palmetto Trail boardwalk, which was constructed in 1985, is not a historic structure and is not eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.  There would be no impacts to historic structures.    
For purposes of compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, the proposed project meets the conditions for programmatic exclusion under Stipulation IV of the 1995 Programmatic Agreement Among the National Park Service, the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, and the National Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers.  The applicable programmatic exclusions is IV.B 6, rehabilitation and widening of existing trails, walks, paths, and sidewalks within previously disturbed areas.
Describe any public or agency involvement effort conducted:  Internal scoping was conducted by the Park staff and resource professionals of the National Park Service’s Denver Service Center.  This interdisciplinary process defined the purpose and need for the project, determined potential actions to address the need, and identified potential impacts to park resources and values. 
On the basis of the environmental impact information in the statutory compliance file, with which I am familiar, I am categorically excluding the described project from further NEPA analysis.  No exceptional circumstances (i.e. all boxes in the ESF part D are marked “no”) or conditions in section 3-6 of DO-12 apply, and the action is fully described in section 3-4 of DO-12.
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