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Please Join Us for
a Public Scoping 
Meeting

Public input is very important

to the success of the project. 

By attending a Public Scoping 

Meeting, you will be able to

learn about the project, discuss 

project concerns with study 

team members, and provide your

comments.  We look forward to

talking with you and receiving 

your input.  

The Public Scoping Meetings will 

be held at two locations for your

convenience:

March 19, 2007

Cosby High School

Cafeteria

3318 Cosby Highway

Cosby, TN 37722

March 20, 2007

Gatlinburg-Pittman High School

Cafeteria

150 Proffitt Road

Gatlinburg, TN 37738 

Each location will provide the 

same materials and information.

The public may attend the meeting

at any time between the hours

of 5:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. The

meeting will be an Open House 

format and will not include a

scheduled presentation.

This newsletter was developed to provide you with information about 
the proposed Foothills Parkway Section 8B Project from Pittman Center 
to Cosby, Tennessee.

Currently, planning and environmental studies are being conducted for the proposed project.  In accordance 
with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) guidelines, an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is being 
prepared.  An EIS discloses information obtained from a comprehensive study of potential impacts to the natural 
and human environments related to federal actions.  The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the 
National Park Service (NPS), their consultant ARCADIS, and other federal, state, and local government partners 
will work together to develop the EIS for Foothills Parkway Section 8B.  The study team will review input and 
suggestions provided by the public throughout the EIS planning process. 

This newsletter provides an overview of the project and includes information on the upcoming Public Scoping 
Meetings.  We encourage your participation and welcome your recommendations on the proposed Foothills 
Parkway Section 8B Project.

The Foothills Parkway is a scenic parkway located in eastern Tennessee along the northern boundary of the 
Great Smoky Mountains National Park. Of the 72 miles of roadway originally planned for the Foothills Parkway, 
approximately 23 miles (Sections 8A, 8G, and 8H) have been completed and are open to traffic.  An additional 
15 miles (Sections 8E and 8F) are under construction.  Please see the map on page 4. 
(continued on page 2)
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The focus of this project is specifically on 
Section 8B of the Foothills Parkway, one of 
the three remaining sections of parkway yet 
to be constructed. The length of this section 
is approximately 14 miles.

The purpose of this project is to provide 
scenic views of the Great Smoky Mountains 
and provide access to other recreational 
opportunities along Section 8B of the 
Foothills Parkway. The planning study will 
evaluate alternatives and determine appro-
priate development for this section of the 
Foothills Parkway.
 
The need for the Foothills Parkway was 
initially identified in the 1944 Congressional 
action, which “authorized the acceptance 
of donations of land for the construction 
of a scenic parkway to provide an appropri-
ate view of the Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park from the Tennessee side of 
the park, and for other purposes….”  As 
envisioned by Congress and confirmed in 
the Foothills Parkway Master Plan, the 72-
mile scenic parkway would provide visitors 
with views of the Smoky Mountains from a 
sufficient distance and height to permit full 
appreciation of their grandeur, extent, and 
height.  

Several concepts have been proposed for 
the project and will be considered in the 
development of the EIS. These concepts 
take into consideration the results of previ-
ous planning efforts, including comments 
and suggestions provided by the public.

No Action
The proposed action would not take place 
and the existing conditions within the study 
area would continue under current manage-
ment practices.

Foothills Parkway
An approximately 14-mile, two-lane, paved 
roadway would extend from Pittman Center 
to Cosby.  The roadway would be studied 
with and without a paved bike lane. 

Foothills Trail
An approximately 14-mile trail would 
extend from Pittman Center to Cosby. 
Trailhead parking would be located within 
the existing right-of-way with access from 
existing roadways. Three different trail types 
are being considered.

Project-Related Studies 
and Plans for Section 8B

1968
The Foothills Parkway Master Plan documented the 
plan for the Foothills Parkway.  

1999
The Final Environmental Report, Foothills Parkway 
Section 8B, evaluated the potential impacts of two 
basic alternatives: (1) a build alternative with a 
number of options and (2) a no-build alternative.  

2002 
The Foothills Parkway Analysis Report evaluated 
Sections 8B, 8C, and 8D. The study considered the 
Congressional mandate, the mission of Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park, the regional transportation 
network, and the gateway communities.

These documents are available for viewing on the 
project website.

Building 
Upon 
Previous 
Planning 
Efforts 
 
The Foothills Parkway 
Section 8B EIS will 
incorporate and build 
upon prior planning efforts 
and environmental studies 
related to the Foothills 
Parkway.  This will include 
reviewing input and 
suggestions provided by the 
public and other interested 
parties during those 

previous planning efforts. 
The EIS will update previous 
documentation (e.g., the 
1999 Final Environmental 
Report) by providing 
information on the current 

existing conditions of the 
study area, detailed study 
alternatives, and potential 
impacts resulting from the 
alternatives carried forward 
for further analysis. 

Combination Parkway & Trail
An approximately 6-mile roadway would 
extend from Cosby to Rocky Flats and an 
approximately 8-mile trail would extend 
from Rocky Flats to Pittman Center. Trailhead 
parking would be located within the existing 
right-of-way with access from existing road-
ways.  Three different trail types are being 
considered.

Review of legislative intent may be required 
as concepts are evaluated and alternatives are 
developed.

Additional information on the proposed 
concepts will be provided at the Public Scop-
ing Meetings. If you are unable to attend the 
meetings, you may view project information 
on the website following the meetings.

NEPA requires a series of milestones to be 
met while developing and finalizing an EIS. 
Currently, the EIS process is in the project 
scoping phase. During the scoping phase, 
the agencies will solicit public input to 
identify issues relating to the proposed 
project. Detailed study alternatives will be 

developed after suggestions and comments 
from the public are given full consideration, 
previous studies and potential concepts are 
reviewed, and a review of existing study 
area conditions has been performed. All of 
the collected information will form the basis 
for developing alternative ways of implement-
ing the project and eventually selecting a 
preferred alternative. The preferred alternative 
will be announced in a Record of Decision 
(ROD) and published in the Federal Register.

The next series of meetings will be held after 
the detailed study alternatives have been 
developed.  The meetings will provide an 
opportunity for the public to review informa-
tion on the EIS study alternatives.  Information 
on the dates, times, and locations of the next 
public meetings will be announced in the next 
project mailing and on the website once they 
have been scheduled.

Public Comments
Your Input is Important

Please submit your comments by April 20, 2007 via the project 
website at:
Go to: http://parkplanning.nps.gov/ 
Choose a park: Select Great Smoky Mountains NP 
Under Current Projects: Select Foothills Parkway Section 8B

or by sending them to the following address:
Foothills Parkway Section 8B Project
801 Corporate Center Drive, Suite 300
Raleigh, NC 27607

Comments received will be incorporated into the project planning process 
and will become part of the project’s administrative record. Before including 
your address, phone number, e-mail address, or other personal identifying 
information in your comment, you should be aware that your entire comment 
– including your personal identifying information – may be made publicly 
available at any time.  While you can ask us in your comment to withhold your 
personal identifying information from public review, we cannot guarantee that 
we will be able to do so. 

In the Event of a Winter 
Weather Advisory
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Fieldwork in Your Area
As part of this study, study team representatives will be conducting fieldwork and research 
in and around the Foothills Parkway Section 8B right-of-way beginning this spring. The study 
team will gather information about natural resources; geologic resources; community and visual 
resources; and historic and archaeological resources.  Field surveys will be conducted by biolo-
gists and other field specialists to evaluate the ecological communities and protected resources 
within the study area.

Please call 1-888-355-1849 the day of the public meeting to 
determine if winter weather will postpone the meeting.  

Information will only be available the day of the public meeting.


