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United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Kalaupapa National Historical Park

P.O. 2222 

Kalaupapa, HI  96742

Tel: 808-567-6802

Fax: 808-567-6729


April 20, 2009
Subject - Preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement for the Repair of Kalaupapa Dock Structures to Ensure Continued Barge Service at Kalaupapa National Historical Park
The National Park Service (NPS) will be preparing an environmental impact statement (EIS) which will analyze the environmental effects of a range of project alternatives to repair the dock structures at Kalaupapa National Historical Park, in Moloka`i, Hawai`i.    
Nearly all supplies, ranging from food to fuel and equipment that sustain the Kalaupapa community are transported one to three times per year via barge.  The Kalaupapa pier is a critical link in receiving the barge and goods it transports. The pier is approximately 50 years old, exposure to seawater and wave impact has caused extensive cracks in the concrete structure.  The pier and associated structures such as the bulkhead and breakwater are failing structurally.  Failure of the bulkhead wall could jeopardize historic structures in the area such as the Community Food Warehouse.  The proposed project would stabilize and repair the failing bulkhead wall and toe structure located adjacent to the pier; and reconstruct/repair/stabilize the severely cracked and failing (in areas) concrete pier, and associated corroded/ failing mooring bitts and bollards. The EIS would also consider repair of the breakwater, constructing structures called “dolphins” to assist barge maneuverability, and small scale dredging of the harbor to provide access for a range of barge sizes.

The NPS conducted public scoping (solicitation of comments from federal, state, and county agencies and organizations; the Kalaupapa patient community; park neighbors; the state historic preservation officer; and Native Hawaiian groups) from Spring through Summer, 2008 and began preparing an environmental assessment.  Due to the degree to which potential impacts could affect species protected under the Endangered Species Act and Marine Mammal Protection Act, the NPS is proceeding with preparation of an environmental impact statement.

The NPS will conduct public scoping for preparation of the EIS.  All previously submitted comments are documented in the administrative record; only new issues and concerns need to be submitted at this time.  Additional public open house meetings will be conducted at the  Hawaii Imin International Conference Center (1777 East-West Road, Honolulu).  The format will include a brief presentation of the proposed project and a question and answer session with NPS staff.  The open house meetings will be on Monday, May 11, from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm and 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm.

All new comments on any issues that may be associated with the proposed project may be submitted either by mail to the attention of the Superintendent (address as noted above) or electronically at http://parkplanning.nps.gov/kala.  Before including your address, phone number, e-mail address, or other personal identifying information in your comment, you should be aware that your entire comment, including you personal identifying information, may be made publicly available at any time.  While you may ask us in your comment to withhold your personal identifying information from public review, we cannot guarantee that we will be able to do so.    

When the EIS is complete, it will be made available for your review and comment.  A public meeting will also be held following release of the EIS, and the date, time and location of the meeting will be made available at the time of the EIS’s publication.  If you have questions about the project or would like more information, please contact me at 808-567-6802.  
Sincerely, 
/s/
Steve Prokop, 
Superintendent
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