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The Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (16 USC 1531 et seq.), requires all federal agencies to 
consult with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) to ensure that any action authorized, funded, or 
carried out by the agency does not jeopardize the continued existence of listed species or critical habitat. 
The National Park Service (NPS) reviewed the special-status species lists on the FWS website in 2006, 
2009, 2012, and again on February 10, 2016 (see appendix F) and park biologists determine which 
species has the potential to be affected by the proposed project.  

The NPS initiated several discussions with various FWS staff by phone, email, and in-person 
communications to (1) describe this project and its potential relationships to special-status species; (2) 
become educated on the consultation process and timeline; and (3) determine an appropriate consultation 
structure. The phone and email communications occurred intermittently from approximately 2011 to 
March 2016. In-person communications occurred during team meetings for the mountain yellow-legged 
frog (MYLF) Conservation Strategy, and at several research and management meetings for MYLFs and 
the Yosemite toad. The NPS submitted a biological assessment (BA) to evaluate the proposal to the FWS 
on February 24, 2016. The BA provided an analysis of the effects from the proposed project to the 
following listed species: the northern distinct population segment of the mountain yellow-legged frog, the 
Sierra Nevada yellow-legged frog, the Yosemite toad, the Little Kern golden trout, and the Sierra Nevada 
bighorn sheep. The BA also provided an analysis of the effects to proposed or designated critical habitat 
for these species.  

The FWS responded to the NPS on May 25, 2016 with a Biological Opinion, included in this appendix. 
The FWS concurred that the Restoration Plan as proposed may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect 
the Sierra Nevada bighorn sheep, nor adversely affect its critical habitat. The FWS found that the 
proposed project is not likely to adversely affect critical habitat for the little Kern golden trout. The 
Service's biological opinion is that the SEKI Restoration Plan, as proposed, is not likely to jeopardize the 
continued existence of the Sierra Nevada yellow-legged frog, northern DPS of the mountain yellow-
legged frog, Yosemite toad, and Little Kern golden trout.  
 
It is the Service's biological opinion that the SEIKI Restoration Plan, as proposed, is not likely to destroy 
or adversely modify proposed critical habitat for the MYLF or Yosemite toad. The Service reached this 
conclusion because the project-related effects to the proposed and designated critical habitat, when added 
to the environmental baseline and analyzed in consideration of all potential cumulative effects, will 
enhance the value of the affected key components, or PCEs, to provide for the conservation of these 
species based on the following: (1) effects to essential physical or biological features will be temporary; 
(2) these actions will not destroy any essential physical or biological features of the habitat; and (3) the 
Restoration Plan will enhance proposed critical habitat via removing predatory fish. The effects to Sierra 
Nevada yellow-legged frog and northern DPS of the mountain yellow-legged frog proposed critical 
habitat are small and discrete, relative to the entire area designated, short in duration, and are expected 
over time to appreciably enhance the value of the critical habitat for the conservation of the Sierra Nevada 
yellow-legged frog, northern DPS of the mountain yellow-legged frog, and the Yosemite toad. 
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