Appendix 1

Plateau® Herbicide Specimen Label
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Please refer to the following website for information on Plateau®:
http://www.vmanswers.com 
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	United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Zion National Park

Springdale, Utah  84767
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IN REPLY REFER TO:  L7617 & Y1823 (ZION RM&R)
August 18, 2006

Dear Interested Party:

Zion National Park is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) to assess the impacts of the aerial application of herbicide on the area burned in the Kolob Fire. The human-caused Kolob Fire started on June 24, 2006 and burned 10,515 acres within the park in the North Creek watershed. (Refer to the attached map)

The proposed aerial application of herbicide is intended to interrupt the grass-fire cycle that is perpetuated by cheatgrass, a non-native, highly flammable grass. Cheatgrass increases in abundance and density after fire. As cheatgrass continues to invade and increase after each fire, the time between fires becomes shorter. Since the native shrubs and trees are slower to re-establish after fire and need many years between fire events to complete their lifecycles, the increased fire frequency fueled by cheatgrass eventually eliminates the native shrubs and trees from the landscape. 

A treatment is needed to interrupt the grass-fire cycle that has already been established, but has not yet eliminated the native seed from the soil. The National Park Service (NPS) proposes to treat the burned area with the herbicide Plateau® which targets cheatgrass seed before germination: reducing the growth of cheatgrass which reduces the fine fuels that carry wildland fires. Plateau® has shown a very low toxicity to humans, fish and wildlife, and does not remain in the soil. Because of the remote and rough terrain in the burn area, helicopter application of the herbicide is proposed.

The NPS welcomes your comments, suggestions, and other input concerning this project to help us identify issues of concern and to ensure that the EA thoroughly addresses potential impacts from the proposal. Please submit written comments by August 31, 2006 to: Superintendent, Kolob Fire Rehabilitation, Zion National Park, Springdale, UT 84767.

Our practice is to make comments, including names, home addresses, home phone numbers, and email addresses of respondents, available for public review. Individual respondents may request that we withhold their names and/or home addresses, etc., but if you wish us to consider withholding this information you must state this prominently at the beginning of your comments. In addition, you must present a rationale for withholding this information. This rationale must demonstrate that disclosure would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of privacy. Unsupported assertions will not meet this burden. In the absence of exceptional, documentable circumstances, this information will be released. We will always make submissions from organizations or businesses, and from individuals identifying themselves as representatives of or officials of organizations or businesses, available for public inspection in their entirety.

Sincerely,

/s/ Jock F. Whitworth

Superintendent
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