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United States Department of Interior 

 
Great Smoky Mountains National Park 

107 Park Headquarters Road 
Gatlinburg, TN  37738 

 
REPLY REFER TO: 
Great Smoky Mountains Institute at Tremont DCP/EA 
 
 
September 28, 2006 
 
Name and Address Here 
 
Subject: Great Smoky Mountains Institute at Tremont Development Concept 

Plan/Environmental Assessment 
 
Dear xxxx: 
The Great Smoky Mountains National Park is preparing a Development Concept 
Plan/Environmental Assessment (DCP/EA) to evaluate existing facilities as they relate to meeting 
current program needs and to develop conceptual designs for alternative facilities that will better 
support the Great Smoky Mountains Institute at Tremont (GSMIT) program.  It is anticipated that 
alternatives could include new construction, rehabilitation and/or a combination of both within 
the existing 10 acre site.   
GSMIT is a residential educational institution that is located within the boundaries of the Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park (see attached Location Map).  Tremont is currently housed at a 
former U.S. Department of Labor Job Corps site constructed in the early 1960s.  The current 
facilities and developed grounds do not meet the projected program needs or sustainable design 
concepts for a residential education facility located within a national park.  Most of the facilities 
at Tremont are also antiquated and deteriorating, and do not allow the Institute to effectively 
achieve its overall goals of sustainability and education.  Sustainable design principals serve as 
one of the major foundations of the educational resources for Tremont students and the 
surrounding community. 
A DCP/EA is being prepared to meet the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act.  
The National Park Service is conducting public scoping for this DCP/EA to ensure input from all 
interested stakeholders.  As part of the scoping process, the National Park Service would like to 
know any issues or concerns your organization might have regarding the proposed improvements 
at the Great Smoky Mountains Institute at Tremont.  We will incorporate your comments into the 
DCP/EA as required.  If you have any questions regarding this project, please contact Ben 
Dieterle at 865-436-1238. 
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Thank you very much for responding to this request.  Please send your comments to the 
following address: 
 

Dale A. Ditmanson, Superintendent 
Great Smoky Mountains National Park 
107 Park Headquarters Road 
Gatlinburg, TN 37738 
Phone:  865-436-1238 
E-mail:  GRSM_Tremont_Comments@nps.gov 

 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Dale A. Ditmanson 
Superintendent 
 
Enclosures 
c: Steven M. Wright w/ encl., NPS SERO 
 Steven Bach, Ph.D., Parsons 
 John C. Martin, A.I.C.P., Parsons 
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