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United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Sand Creek Massacre National Historic Site
P.O. Box 249
Eads, CO  81036
January 31, 2007
Dear Friend of Sand Creek Massacre National Historic Site,
The National Park Service (NPS) proposes to develop an interim site management plan for Sand Creek Massacre National Historic Site to provide some direction for the park unit until a more comprehensive, 20-year General Management Plan is developed and implemented.  An interim plan is needed because 1) completion of a General Management Plan is several years away and 2) park dedication and opening to the public is scheduled for April, 2007, which presents near-term needs to accommodate visitor use, tribal activities, and NPS management.  
The interim plan must be low cost and flexible so that actions could be reversed if the General Management Plan proposes something different, and must be protective of the resources and values for which the park was established.  Following are the types of facilities and activities which will be considered in the interim plan:
· Public Access to allow visitors in the area of the existing 1950s stone marker and the adjacent overlook, along with road improvements, parking, restrooms, and exhibits as appropriate. 
· Temporary NPS Facilities to accommodate approximately four staff and volunteers, along with public access, parking, restrooms, road improvements, exhibits, and a trail to the overlook/stone marker.  The use of existing on-site facilities such as the metal building and barns, will also be considered.
· Tribal Activities including an area for tribal ceremonies in accordance with the park's authorizing legislation, and storage of materials related to tribal uses. 
· Utilities including electrical, telephone, broadband internet, water, and septic systems.
An Environmental Assessment will be prepared in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to provide the decision-making framework that 1) analyzes a reasonable range of alternatives to meet project objectives, 2) evaluates potential issues and impacts to Sand Creek Massacre National Historic Site’s resources and values, and 3) identifies mitigation measures to lessen the degree or extent of these impacts.  The Environmental Assessment will be made available for public review and comment.  Park staff have been working with the tribes in developing this interim plan, as well as the State Historic Preservation Officer for the protection of cultural resources in accordance with §106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.
We are currently in the scoping phase of this project, and encourage you to send us your thoughts and ideas about the development of an interim plan by February 28, 2007.  You may submit comments online at the National Park Service website Planning, Environment, and Public Comment (http://parkplanning.nps.gov/) or you may mail or hand-deliver comments to the address above.  Your comments will be considered as we develop the Environmental Assessment.  We look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Alexa Roberts
Superintendent, Sand Creek Massacre National Historic Site
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