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Archeology

E.1 DESCRIPTION OF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITES AND LOCI WITHIN THE
ELKMONT HISTORIC DISTRICT

This appendix provides the detailed descriptions of the eight identified archeological sites found
within the Elkmont Historic District. The sites are separated by topographic or drainage features
and, in some cases, represent major historic subdivisions of the District. Each site contains both
surveyed and unsurveyed areas, as well as one or more concentrations or scatters of prehistoric
and/or historic artifacts, each of which is designated by a separate locus. The prehistoric and historic
artifacts were recovered through limited surface collections and the excavations of shovel tests.
These sites and loci are considered individual resources rather than potential contributing resources
to the District; this is a result of the absence of a formal redefinition of the District. Because of the
sensitivity of these resources and the need to protect them, the location information of each site is
presented in only general terms. Mapped locations and further technical details are provided in the
Section 106 report (Webb and Benyshek 2004).

Site 40SV120

Site 40SV120 is a multi-component prehistoric American Indian and 20th century historic period site
found on the terrace and alluvial/colluvial hill slopes on the east side of Jakes Creek in the southern
part of the District. This site includes the Daisy Town and Society Hill areas of the former
Appalachian Club resort, and contains 48 standing buildings, 33 of which are considered
contributing resources to the District (Cleveland et al. 2002). Work at this site included excavation of
186 shovel tests, including 164 on the terrace along Jakes Creek and 22 on the hill slope deposits east
of the creek. Fifty-four (29.0 percent) of the tests produced prehistoric artifacts, while 63 tests (33.9
percent) produced historic period artifacts. The positive shovel tests have been grouped into four
loci.

Locus A. Locus A at site 40SV120 contains prehistoric and historic period artifacts and deposits.
Thirty-four (50.0 percent) of the 68 shovel tests in Locus A produced a total of 210 prehistoric lithic
artifacts. Although no temporally diagnostic artifacts were recovered, the predominance of quartz
and quartzite and absence of ceramics suggest that most if not all of these artifacts date to the Archaic
period. Many of the shovel tests encountered disturbed soils, but other shovel tests show some
degree of stratigraphic integrity. Despite the obvious historic period modifications to this area, the
data suggest that prehistoric deposits may maintain some degree of stratigraphic integrity in parts of
this area. Based on these results, it is recommended that additional investigations be conducted to
gather a larger sample of artifacts and further evaluate the prehistoric deposits in this area prior to
any disturbance that might extend beneath A horizon soils, which are typically about 20 centimeters
thick across the area.

Thirty-three (48.5 percent) of the 68 tests in Locus A produced a total of 205 historic period artifacts,
all of which appear to date to the 20th century occupation. Most of these materials are distributed as
a generalized sheet midden, but artifact concentrations were found in three areas. It is recommended
that two of those three areas be avoided or further evaluated prior to ground-disturbing activities.

Locus B. No prehistoric artifacts were recovered from the 14 shovel tests excavated in Locus B, but
four (28.6 percent) of the tests produced a total of 25 historic period artifacts. This deposit appears
to be a generalized sheet midden, representing the entire period of historic occupation in this area,
and there are no indications of significant artifact concentrations or deposits. Consequently, no
additional investigations of those deposits are recommended and no further work is recommended
for this part of the site.
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Locus C. Eleven (17.7 percent) of 62 shovel tests in Locus C produced a total of 24 prehistoric
artifacts. Although no diagnostic artifacts were recovered, most if not all of those artifacts
presumably date to the Archaic period. Most of the shovel tests encountered disturbed profiles. This
fact, along with the low artifact density and clear evidence of extensive historic period modifications,
suggest that most or all prehistoric deposits in this area have been extensively disturbed by historic
period activities. Consequently, the prehistoric materials in this area are not considered to be of
substantial research value.

Twenty-one (33.9 percent) of the 62 shovel tests in Locus C produced a total of 397 historic artifacts.
Of those, 273 (68.8 percent) were recovered from a single shovel test, which encountered an intact
pit feature that probably represents a pit or privy that was filled in the 1920s or 1930s. As a discrete
refuse deposit associated with the early years of the Elkmont occupation, this feature has the
potential to provide a variety of data concerning the material culture and lifestyles of the Elkmont
inhabitants. Consequently, it should be protected from any ground-disturbing activities in this area.

Locus D. Nine (40.9 percent) of 22 shovel tests in Locus D produced a total of 101 prehistoric
artifacts, primarily quartz or quartzite debitage fragments. Most shovel tests in this area encountered
apparently undisturbed, fine-grained sediments extending to at least 70 centimeters below surface.
Additional information on the archeological potential of this area is provided by a test unit, which
encountered an apparent Middle to Late Woodland period pit feature at the base of the plow zone
(A horizon). Based on these data, it appears that Locus D contains prehistoric deposits that can
provide information relevant to a variety of research questions. Although investigations in this area
were limited, the entire site should be considered high-potential for archeological deposits except
for a few eroded or otherwise obviously disturbed areas.

Five (22.7 percent) of the 22 shovel tests in Locus D produced historic period artifacts. None are
believed to represent significant deposits, although it is possible that more substantial deposits might
exist elsewhere in that area.

Summary. Site 40SV120 contains a variety of prehistoric and historic period deposits, some of which
appear to have appropriate integrity, clarity, and contents to provide information relevant to
substantial research questions. Consequently, the site is recommended eligible for listing in the
National Register of Historic Places and should be considered a contributing element to the District.
If further investigation is not undertaken at these areas, the areas should be protected from future
ground-disturbing activities associated with the proposed project or for other, unrelated projects.
Other parts of the site do not appear to contain significant deposits, and no further archeological
work is recommended in those areas.

Site 40SV121

Site 40SV121 is a multi-component prehistoric American Indian and 19th to 20th century historic
period site on the west side of Jakes Creek in the southern part of the District. The site is located on
terrace, alluvial/ colluvial hill slopes, and upland landforms.

The combined survey at site 40SV121 included excavation of 12 shovel tests. Seven of the tests were
excavated in the southern part of the site during the 2002 investigations; the other five tests were
excavated in the northern area in 2004. Five (41.7 percent) of the tests produced prehistoric artifacts,
while a single test (8.3 percent) produced historic period artifacts. The positive shovel tests have
been grouped into two loci.

Locus A. Locus A is situated in the southern part of site 40SV121, and includes a standing stone
chimney mortared and a stacked stone wall. A number of stone piles are present nearby and are
probably related to the historic period occupation. Prehistoric and historic artifacts were recovered
from one (14.3 percent) of seven shovel tests excavated in this part of the site. The investigations in
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Locus A were extremely limited, and did not define the boundaries of either the prehistoric or
historic period components in the area. Additional work will be necessary to complete identification
and evaluation of those resources should impacts be planned as part of the current project or any
future work.

Locus B. Locus Bis in the northern part of site 40SV121, on hill slope deposits. Four (80 percent) of
five shovel tests excavated there recovered a total of 13 quartz debitage fragments. Artifacts were
found in both the topsoil (A horizon) and the underlying B horizon. The work at Locus B was
extremely limited, and did not define the boundaries or nature of the prehistoric component in this
area.

Summary. The survey at site 40SV121 was extremely limited, and was not sufficient to characterize
the resources in this area or to support a recommendation concerning the site’s research potential or
eligibility for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. In the event that impacts are
proposed outside previously disturbed areas of this site, additional work is recommended to
complete identification and evaluation of this resource.

Site 40SV122

This site is a multi-component prehistoric American Indian and 20th century historic period site
located in the southeastern portion of the District. The combined survey at site 40SV122 included
the excavation of 79 shovel tests. Fifteen (19.0 percent) of the tests produced prehistoric artifacts,
while 35 tests (44.3 percent) produced historic period artifacts. The positive shovel tests have been
grouped into four loci.

Locus A. Locus A at site 40SV122 is situated in the western part of the site, and includes both
prehistoric and historic artifact distributions. Thirteen (43.3 percent) of 30 shovel tests in Locus A
produced a total of 29 prehistoric artifacts, including a small ceramic sherd that probably dates to the
Early to Middle Woodland period. The data indicate that low to moderate density intact prehistoric
deposits are present in at least part of Locus A. The significance and research potential of those
deposits cannot be determined based on the available data. Consequently, additional work will be
needed to further evaluate those deposits prior to any ground-disturbing activities in that area.

Seventeen (56.7 percent) of the 30 shovel tests in Locus A produced historic artifacts. All appear to
date from the early to mid-20th century, although none are highly diagnostic. Artifact density ranged
from one to 16 artifacts per positive shovel test, with no clear pattern in the distribution of the
materials. Nine of the 13 shovel tests that produced prehistoric artifacts also produced historic
materials. The historic period artifacts at Locus A appear to represent a variable-density, secondary
refuse deposit. Because of the redeposited nature of these materials and the inability to link them
with specific cabins or activities, this artifact distribution is not believed to be of substantial research
value. Consequently, no additional investigations, other than monitoring during any construction
activities, are recommended in association with the historic component of this locus, as it is currently
defined.

Locus B. Locus B at site 40SV122 is in the northern part of the site. Two (18.2 percent) of 11 shovel
tests in Locus B produced single quartz debitage fragments; both were recovered from the A horizon.
This low-density artifact distribution likely dates to the Archaic period, and is not considered to be
of substantial research value or merit further consideration.

Four (36.4 percent) of the 11 shovel tests in Locus B produced a total of 15 historic period artifacts,
all of which appear to date from the early to late 20th century. The historic period deposits appear to
represent a variable-density sheet midden. Although these materials probably derive from activities
in specific cabins, the deposits do not appear to have the potential to provide data relevant to
substantive research questions, and are not considered to be of research value. Consequently, no

F5



APPENDIX E

additional investigations, other than monitoring during construction, are recommended in
association with the historic component of this locus, as it is currently defined.

Locus C. Locus C at site 40SV122 is situated in the eastern part of the site. No prehistoric materials
were discovered in this area, but a moderate density historic period artifact distribution was
identified. Twelve (52.2 percent) of 23 shovel tests in Locus C produced a total of 46 historic period
artifacts, all of which appear to date to the early to mid-20th century.

The historic period deposits in this locus are clearly secondary in nature, but are of unknown origin.
It is possible that some or all of these artifacts were included in fill that was deposited to raise the
level of a roadway at some point during the resort-era occupation. Because of their redeposited
nature and uncertain origin, these deposits do not appear to have the potential to provide data
relevant to substantive research questions, and are not considered to be of research value.
Consequently, no additional investigations are recommended in association with the historic
component of this locus, as it is currently defined.

Locus D. Locus D at site 40SV122 is in the northern part of the site. No prehistoric materials were
discovered in this area, but two (40.0 percent) of five shovel tests produced historic artifacts. These
artifacts are not considered to represent a significant deposit, and no additional investigations are
recommended in association with this component as it is currently defined.

Summary. Most of site 40SV122 remains unsurveyed. In addition to potential prehistoric resources,
the site could contain historic period resources associated with four pre-Little River Lumber
Company buildings or other logging or resort-era occupations. Data were not sufficient to
characterize the resources in this area or to support a recommendation concerning the site’s research
potential or eligibility for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. Except as noted for
individual loci, in the event that ground-disturbing impacts are proposed, additional work is
recommended to complete identification and evaluation of the resource.

Site 40SV123

Site 40SV123 is a multi-component prehistoric American Indian and 20th century historic period site
located in the northeastern portion of the District. This site lies outside the areas of dense
development associated with the logging- and resort-era activities at Elkmont. The combined survey
at site 40SV123 included the excavation of 10 shovel tests, all but one on hill slope deposits near a
cabin. Five (50.0 percent) of the tests produced prehistoric artifacts, and the remaining five (50.0
percent) produced historic period artifacts.

Locus A. Locus A includes an area where prehistoric lithic debitage fragments were recovered from
the surface during the 2002 reconnaissance. Because of the current land use, no shovel tests were
conducted in part of the area. A single shovel test excavated on the ridge top to the west recovered
no artifacts.

The work in Locus A was extremely limited, and did not define the boundaries of the prehistoric
artifact distribution. Although the prehistoric deposits in one area are clearly highly disturbed, it is
possible that intact deposits are present in the surrounding area. Additional work will be necessary to
complete identification and evaluation of resources in that area should impacts be planned as part of
the current project or future work.

Locus B. Locus B at site 40SV123 is located near a cabin, and produced both prehistoric and historic
period materials. Five (55.6 percent) of nine shovel tests in Locus B produced a total of seven quartz
and five chert debitage fragments. No diagnostic artifacts were recovered, but the relatively high
percentage (41.7 percent) of chert may indicate the presence of a Woodland component. Although
some of the tests encountered a thin layer of historic fill, debitage fragments were recovered from
what appeared to be intact strata.
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The work in this area was limited, and did not define the boundaries of the prehistoric artifact
distribution or adequately assess its integrity. Although the area has been somewhat disturbed by the
historic period occupation associated with a cabin, it is possible that intact deposits are present. If
ground-disturbing activities are proposed in this location as part of the current project or future
work, additional characterization would be necessary to complete identification and evaluation of
this component.

The historic period deposits near the cabin appear to represent a low-density sheet midden similar to
that found around other cabins at Elkmont. Although these materials probably derive from activities
in this specific cabin, the deposits do not appear to have potential to provide data relevant to
substantive research questions, and are not considered to be of research value. Consequently, no
additional investigations are recommended in association with the historic component of Locus B as
it is currently defined.

Summary. Site 40SV123 contains prehistoric components in at least two locations. The prehistoric
deposits at Locus A and Locus B are poorly defined, and require additional evaluation to
characterize the resources or support a recommendation concerning the site’s research potential or
eligibility for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. Both areas should be protected from
future ground-disturbing activities, either related or unrelated to the present project. In addition,
further investigations will be required should potential ground-disturbing activities be planned in
other parts of the site.

Site 40SV124

Site 40SV124 is a prehistoric American Indian and 20th century historic period site in the
northwestern part of the District The combined survey at site 40SV124 included the excavation of 24
shovel tests. Six (25.0 percent) of the tests produced prehistoric artifacts, and two (8.3 percent)
produced historic period artifacts. Two artifact distributions have been identified.

Locus A. Seven quartz debitage fragments were recovered from two shovel tests in Locus A in 2002.
No diagnostic artifacts were found, but the predominance of quartz suggests an Archaic occupation.
The work in this area was limited, and did not define the boundaries of the prehistoric artifact
distribution or adequately assess its integrity. Although part of the area has obviously been disturbed
by construction, it is possible that intact deposits are present. Additional survey and site evaluation is
recommended prior to performing any ground-disturbing activities.

The historic component of Locus A represents the remains of the former Elkmont sewage system,
and consists of an earthen embankment with an associated array of concrete piers holding up an iron
pipe running across the former pond area. In addition, a small number of ceramic artifacts were
recovered from the surrounding area. The limited work conducted in this area did not adequately
document the former sewage system and the associated deposits, and additional work is
recommended prior to any ground-disturbing activities.

Locus B. Four (19.0 percent) of 21 shovel tests excavated in this area produced a total of four
debitage fragments. No diagnostic artifacts were recovered. The intensive shovel testing has
adequately assessed the prehistoric deposits in this area, which appear to lack research value.
Consequently, no additional work is recommended.

Summary. Most of site 40SV124 is unsurveyed. In addition, the prehistoric and historic period
deposits at Locus A are poorly defined and require additional evaluation to characterize the
resources or support a recommendation concerning the site’s research potential or eligibility for
listing in the National Register of Historic Places. Locus A should be protected from future ground-
disturbing activities, either related or unrelated to the present project. No additional work is
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recommended as part of the potential construction in Locus B. Further investigations will be
required should potential ground-disturbing activities be planned in other parts of the site.

Site 40SV125

Site 40SV125 is a prehistoric American Indian and 19th to 20th century historic period site in the
western part of the District. This site is across the Little River from the former area of dense
development associated with the Little River Logging Company logging town of Elkmont, and never
experienced the degree of development that occurred in that area. At least three buildings were
located on the site prior to the 1907 advent of the lumber company.

The combined survey at site 40SV125 included the excavation of 48 shovel tests. Seven (14.6 percent)
of the tests produced prehistoric artifacts and seven (14.6 percent) produced historic period
artifacts. Artifacts were also collected from the surface in two areas. The positive shovel tests have
been grouped into six loci.

Locus A. Seven artifacts were recovered from two shovel tests in Locus A, including a chert Morrow
Mountain projectile point (Middle Archaic period) and six debitage fragments. The work in this area
was limited, and did not define the boundaries of the prehistoric artifact distribution or adequately
assess its integrity. Additional survey and site evaluation is recommended prior to any ground-
disturbing activities.

Locus B. Locus B is on a wooded rise on the terrace, and contains an early 20th century house site.
Two (33.3 percent) of six shovel tests excavated on this rise produced a total of 10 prehistoric
artifacts, including an apparent Late Archaic projectile point. Artifacts were recovered from the A
horizon only. Work in this area was limited and although the boundaries of the artifact distribution
appear to be defined by the landform, the investigations were not sufficient to assess the
component’s integrity or research potential. Additional survey and site evaluation is recommended
prior to performing any ground-disturbing activities.

The historic component at this locus includes a square stone chimney base and an associated low-
density artifact scatter. Sixty-five historic period artifacts were found in five (83.3 percent) of six
shovel tests. The work in this locus was not sufficient to assess the component’s integrity or research
potential. Additional survey and site evaluation is recommended prior to any ground-disturbing
activities.

Locus C. Locus C is north of Locus B, and contains low-density prehistoric and historic period
artifact scatters. One (20.0 percent) of five shovel tests excavated in this area produced a single
quartz debitage fragment from an apparent disturbed context. Although no attempt was made to
delineate the boundaries of this locus, it does not appear to represent a significant resource as
currently defined, and no additional investigations are recommended. However, additional survey
would be necessary if impacts would potentially extend outside that corridor.

Two (40.0 percent) of the five shovel tests excavated in this area produced a total of 14 historic
period artifacts. No attempt was made to delineate the boundaries of this locus, and it is possible that
it represents a pre-campground occupation. Consequently, additional survey and site evaluation is
recommended prior to any ground-disturbing activities in this area.

Locus D. Most of the prehistoric artifacts from this locus were found on the surface of a distinct rise.
No shovel tests were excavated on the landform because it was outside the area potentially impacted
by the management alternatives for the Elkmont Historic District. In addition to the surface artifacts,
two quartz debitage fragments were found in one (25.0 percent) of four shovel tests excavated
nearby. Those artifacts came from apparent fill. No attempt was made to systematically investigate or
define the boundaries of the artifact distribution on the rise, and additional survey and evaluation
would be necessary if it was to be impacted by ground-disturbing activities. The artifacts found
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adjacent to the road came from apparent fill deposits, and no additional work is recommended in
that area.

Fifteen historic artifacts were found on the rise. The limited artifact collection is biased towards
easily visible, potentially diagnostic items, but appears to represent a late 19th to early 20th century
occupation. No attempt was made to systematically investigate or delineate the boundaries of this
locus. Consequently, additional survey and site evaluation is recommended prior to any ground-
disturbing activities in this area.

Locus E. Locus E is at the southern end of the site, where a debitage fragment was recovered from
the single shovel test. Although this artifact came from an apparently intact context, it does not
appear to represent the presence of a significant deposit within the survey corridor. No further work
is recommended in that area, but additional survey and site evaluation is recommended if ground-
disturbing activities extend to the north.

Locus F. Locus F is in an open area at the north end of the site, where a single wire nail fragment was
recovered from one (20.0 percent) of five shovel tests in this area. This artifact does not appear to
represent a significant component and no further work is recommended in the area.

Summary. Site 40SV125 contains five known prehistoric components and four known historic
components, many of which require additional evaluation. A large part of the site remains
unsurveyed, and additional prehistoric and historic components could also be present. Data were
not sufficient to characterize the resources in this area or to support a recommendation concerning
the site’s research potential or eligibility for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. In the
event that impacts are proposed outside the surveyed areas, additional work is recommended to
complete identification and evaluation of this resource.

Site 40SV165

This site is on floodplain, terrace and hill slope landforms in the eastern part of the District. Most of
the area is lightly wooded. The limited survey at site 40SV165 included 11 shovel tests. One (9.1
percent) of the tests produced prehistoric artifacts. No historic period artifacts were recovered.

Locus A. One (20.0 percent) of five shovel tests excavated in this area produced artifacts, all of which
were found in fill deposits. The origin of these artifacts is unknown, but they clearly do not represent
an in situ resource. Consequently, no additional work is recommended along the utility corridor in
this area.

Summary. Most of site 40SV165 remains unsurveyed. In addition to potential prehistoric resources,
the site almost certainly contains a variety of subsurface remains associated with the Little River
Lumber Company and the town of Elkmont. Data were not sufficient to characterize the resources in
this area or to support a recommendation concerning the site’s research potential or eligibility for
listing in the National Register of Historic Places. In the event that ground-disturbing impacts are
proposed, additional work is recommended to complete identification and evaluation of this
resource.

Site 40SV166

Site 40SV166 is on terrace, alluvial/colluvial hill slopes, and uplands. It is a newly identified
prehistoric American Indian and 20th century historic period site in the northeastern part of the
District. Most of the area is wooded, although there are some grassy and cleared areas adjacent to the
buildings. The combined survey at site 40SV166 included excavation of 82 shovel tests. Fifteen (18.3
percent) of the tests produced prehistoric artifacts, and 27 (32.9 percent) produced historic period
artifacts. The recovered materials have been grouped into four loci.
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Locus A. Locus A is primarily on the upland ridge and adjacent slopes leading down to the terrace.
Seven (15.9 percent) of 44 shovel tests in this locus produced prehistoric artifacts, consisting of a
total of 16 quartz debitage fragments. Based on the predominance of quartz, the component
presumably dates primarily to the Archaic period. The shovel test with the highest density of artifacts
was one of two tests located on a distinct bench partway down the hill slope, where there is some
potential for intact artifact distributions and perhaps features. Consequently, additional survey and
site evaluation is recommended if ground-disturbing activities extend into that area. None of the
other shovel tests excavated elsewhere on the ridge produced more than two prehistoric artifacts,
and most encountered disturbed and/or eroded soils. Evidently, the intense historic period activities
have disturbed any deposits that may have been present in this part of the locus. For this reason, no
additional investigations are recommended in that area.

Seventeen (38.6 percent) of the 44 shovel tests produced historic period artifacts, which appear to
represent a dispersed artifact scatter or sheet midden that extends across the entire area. All of the
materials were found in the surface or A horizon, and there was no evidence of significant artifact
concentrations or unmixed deposits. Based on this pattern, no additional work is recommended in
the investigated part of this area, subject to the constraints and recommendations provided below.

Locus B. Locus B at site 40SV166 is on a narrow terrace at the base of a ridge. Four (66.7 percent) of
six shovel tests excavated in this area produced a total of 10 prehistoric artifacts, including two
ceramic sherds dating to the Woodland period. Artifact density ranged from one to six artifacts per
positive shovel test, and the artifacts were recovered from depths of up to 100 centimeters below
surface.

The prehistoric cultural deposits at this site appear undisturbed, and there is potential for intact
Woodland period artifact distributions and perhaps features on this landform. Consequently,
additional survey and site evaluation is recommended prior to any ground-disturbing activities in
this area.

Two (33.3 percent) of the six shovel tests produced historic period artifacts. These artifacts were
recovered from the upper strata, above the strata that produced the prehistoric artifacts. These
materials appear to represent intermittent refuse disposal in this area, and are not considered to
warrant additional interpretation.

Locus C. Locus C at site 40SV166 is situated on a terrace and parts of this area are maintained as
lawn, while other parts are wooded. Four (10.3 percent) of 39 shovel tests excavated in this area
produced a total of nine prehistoric artifacts. Essentially all of the shovel tests in this area
encountered disturbed soils, and there is considerable surface evidence of ground disturbance and
erosion across parts of this area. Based on the low artifact density and evidence of disturbance, no
additional investigations of this locus are recommended.

Five (12.8 percent) of the 39 tests produced a total of 15 historic period artifacts. Artifact density
ranged from one to eight artifacts per positive shovel test. These materials derive from one or more
of the documented 20th century uses of this area, and there are no indications that they represent an
intact deposit. Consequently, no additional investigations of this component are recommended.

Locus D. Locus D at site 40SV166 is situated in an area that was reportedly used as a septic drain
field and as a refuse dump during the mid-20th century. Large numbers of historic period artifacts
were observed eroding out of the riverbank at the west edge of this area, and three (42.9 percent) of
seven shovel tests excavated above the riverbank also encountered historic period artifacts. No
similar artifact deposits were encountered in Locus C, indicating that this deposit is limited to the
Locus D area.
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This deposit appears to represent a secondary refuse deposit that can be associated with the 20th
century use of nearby resort facilities. As such, it has the potential to provide data concerning
activities that took place at the site. Additional survey and evaluation are recommended if ground-
disturbing activities extend into this area.

Summary. Site 40SV166 contains three known prehistoric components and four known historic
components, many of which require additional evaluation. Much of site 40SV166 remains
unsurveyed and, in addition to potential prehistoric resources, it is possible that unsurveyed parts of
this site contain additional intact remains associated with the Wonderland Club development. Data
were not sufficient to characterize the resources in this area or to support a recommendation
concerning the site’s research potential or eligibility for listing in the National Register of Historic
Places. Except as noted for individual loci, in the event that ground-disturbing impacts are proposed,
additional work is recommended to complete identification and evaluation of the resource.
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E.2 ARCHEOLOGICAL RESOURCE IMPACT MITIGATION
RECOMMENDATIONS

Archeology

This section provides specific recommendations concerning the potential archeological
impacts associated with proposed management alternatives at Elkmont Historic District. The
recommendations are organized by the principal types of ground-disturbing activities that
could occur, including those associated with building restoration, removal, rehabilitation,
preservation, and reconstruction; parking lot construction; and proposed water and sewer
line improvements. Detailed recommendations concerning individual buildings and groups
of buildings are provided as part of the site-specific recommendation for 40SV120, 40SV122
and 40SV166, and are summarized in Table B-1.

Building Removal, Restoration, Rehabilitation, and Reconstruction

The Elkmont project alternatives propose a variety of treatments for the historic buildings.
These activities have the potential to impact shallow archeological deposits surrounding and
beneath buildings, as well as associated landscape features. Any such activities carried out at
Elkmont would take place in accordance with protocols developed to limit potential impacts
to both natural and cultural resources and would include the following provisions:

e The potential disturbance area for the area of operation will be defined and surveyed (shovel
tested) for archeological deposits. Monitoring or survey, as appropriate, will be conducted
beneath the buildings if ground-disturbing activities, such as foundation removal, are
required.

e Use of heavy machinery in the area, including traversing the area or setup, will not be
permitted if significant deposits are present within the A horizon or plow zone. If buried
deposits are present, the potential for impact will be assessed on a case-by-case basis. Factors
to be considered include depth and type of deposits, and soil type. Installation of protective
matting can be considered as a means to prevent impact from vehicular traffic.

Parking Areas

Alternatives B through F include proposed parking areas at several locations within the
District. The following recommendations are made concerning these proposed
improvements.

e Wonderland Hotel (Alternatives D, E, and F). The proposed parking area is on the ridge top
east of the Wonderland Hotel. This area was surveyed, and no potentially significant
resources were identified. However, monitoring is recommended during any ground-
disturbing activities, because of the potential for discrete features associated with the former
Wonderland Hotel.

e Elkmont Historic District Orientation and Day Use (Alternatives B, C, D, E, and F). Proposed
parking is north of 434 Quarters. This area was surveyed, and no potentially significant
resources were identified. With the exception of monitoring during construction, no
additional work is recommended.

¢ Wonderland Overflow and Day Use (Alternatives E and F). This proposed parking area,
which lies across the proposed new Little River bridge, was surveyed and no potentially
significant resources were identified. With the exception of monitoring during construction,
no additional work is recommended.
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Appalachian Clubhouse (Alternatives B, C, D, E, and F). These alternatives would include
resurfacing of an existing parking area. This area was surveyed, and no potentially significant
resources were identified. With the exception of monitoring during construction, no
additional work is recommended.

Day Use Lot for Daisy Town and Jakes Creek Trail (Alternatives B, C, D, E, and F). Proposed
parking area is at the site of Cabins 12 and 14. This area was surveyed, and no potentially
significant resources were identified. No additional work is recommended.

Day Use Lot for Jakes Creek Trail (Alternative F). The proposed parking area is east of road.
This area was surveyed. The northern part of the proposed parking area is eroded, and
contains no significant or potentially significant resources. Additional resource evaluation is
recommended prior to any ground-disturbing activities in the southern portion of the
proposed parking area.

Day Use Lot for Little River Trail (Alternatives B, C, D, E, and F). The proposed parking area
would be along both sides of the Little River Trail. This area was surveyed. The part south of
the trail does not contain potentially significant resources and no additional work is
recommended in that area. For the northern part, additional resource evaluation is
recommended prior to any ground-disturbing activities.

Road and Bridge Improvement

Alternatives D through F include road and bridge improvements within the District. The
following specific recommendation is made concerning these proposed improvements.

Bridge Replacement (Alternatives E andF). Abutments for the bridge leading from the
Wonderland Club north across the Little River to the existing air quality monitoring station
potentially would be replaced. There are no indications that historic deposits extend into this
area. With the exception of monitoring during construction, no additional work is
recommended.

Water System Improvements

Alternatives B, C, D, E, and F include various water system improvements to support projects
that range from increased day use through overnight stays at selected buildings. The
following recommendations are made concerning these proposed improvements, and are
provided by improvement type or water line segment.

Wastewater Treatment Plant Expansion (Alternative E and F). The existing wastewater
treatment plant northwest of the campground would be expanded and potentially could
impact a 100-foot by 100-foot area. This area was surveyed, and because no potentially
significant resources were identified, no additional work is recommended.

Wonderland Club Area (Alternatives D, E, and F). A new water line is proposed. It would
extend from the Park Quarters area, north and east along the inside (upslope side) of the road
leading up to Wonderland Club, and continue along the south/east side of the road to the
Paine cabin (# 58-2B). This entire corridor was surveyed and no significant archeological
resources were identified. With the exception of monitoring during construction, no
additional work is recommended.

Wonderland Club Area and Campground Area (Alternatives D, E, and F). A new water line is
proposed from the Park Quarters area, southeast along the south side of the road to the Little
River Bridge. The entire corridor was surveyed. The only archeological resources consist of
several chert artifacts recovered from fill, and are not considered significant. With the
exception of monitoring during construction, no additional work is recommended.
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APPENDIX E

e Campground Area (Alternatives D, E, and F). A new water line is proposed to cross the Little
River Bridge and extend west along the north side of the road to an existing water line along
the north-south campground road. The single artifact located along the water line corridor
appears to be redeposited and has no research potential. Consequently, no additional work is
recommended for this segment as long as construction is limited to the low area along the
road.

e Campground Area (Alternatives C, D, E, and F). A new water line is proposed that would
extend west from Jakes Creek Bridge at Daisy Town and then north to an existing water line
in the campground. In addition, replacement of all or parts of the existing line running north
from that point to the line along the north side of Elkmont Road leading to the line along the
north-south campground road is proposed. The new segment extending from Jakes Creek to
the existing line was surveyed and no resources were identified. Therefore, no additional
work is recommended. Replacement of the existing water line within the previously disturbed
corridor would not impact significant resources, and would avoid potentially significant
prehistoric and historic period deposits. With the exception of monitoring during
construction, no additional work is recommended in relation to water line replacement
activities.

e Water Treatment Facilities area (Alternatives C, D, E, and F). New water lines are proposed
from Jakes Creek west and then south to the water treatment facility. Unless these lines can be
routed within previously disturbed areas within the road or along existing lines, additional
work is recommended to delineate and evaluate resources. The small part of this line located
at the base of the hill in this area would not impact any significant resources, and no
additional work is recommended in that area.

e Daisy Town (Alternative B, C, D, E, and F). A new water line is proposed from Bearwallow
Branch south through Daisy Town, and then west to Jakes Creek. This area was surveyed, and
no significant resources were identified along the proposed corridor. With the exception of
monitoring during construction, no further work is recommended.

e Society Hill (Alternative E and F). A new water line is proposed from Jakes Creek south
through Society Hill to the McNabb cabin (#41). This area was surveyed, and no significant
resources were identified. As long as the corridor is limited to its proposed location along the
road and west of the terrace cut bank, no further work is recommended.

e Millionaire’s Row (Alternative E and F). A new water line is proposed from Bearwallow
Branch east to Little River Trail, and then south along the east/north side of the trail past the
Cambier cabin (#49). The portion of this line from Bearwallow Branch