APPENDIX J: EA & FONSI
(Proposed Land Exchange between NPS and Georgetown University)

Georgetown University Boathouse
Environmental Assessment

April 2006



FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

EXCHANGE OF PROPERTIES -
CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO CANAL NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK
IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

ACTION: Exchange of Tract 102-114 (National Park Service) for
Tract 102-109 (Georgetown University), in the District of
Columbia and within the boundary of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal
National Historical Park (C&0 Canal NHP).

DESCRIPTION: The proposed action, which was analyzed in an
environmental assessment (EA) dated July 14, 1995 and noticed in
60 F.R. 37,472 (July 20, 1995), consists of the proposal between
the National Park Service (NPS) and Georgetown University to
exchange two tracts of land within the legislated boundary of the
park. The exchange would be accomplished under authorities
available to the NPS at 16 U.S.C. § 4601-22(b) (1988), and 16
U.S.C. § 410y-1(b) (1988).

Tract 102-109 is located one mile north of the Washington
Aqueduct Bridge. It is owned by Georgetown University and is
accessible via a reservation of access that coincides with the
NPS Capital Crescent Trail, a paved pedestrian-bicycle trail
which was opened to use in 1993. Tract 102-114 is approximately
470 feet north of the 0ld Georgetown Aqueduct Bridge, adjacent to
the site of the Washington Canoe Club facility. It was
identified as a potential boathouse site in a 1989 NPS Special
Study of Nonmotorized Boating.

The proposed exchange of these two tracts will allow the NPS to
accomplish several goals. These are: the acquisition by the NPS
of a wooded, prime wetland site along the shore of the Potomac
River, thereby precluding from development, a largely undisturbed
inholding of natural and scenic character; the acquisition and
extinguishment of nearly a mile of private access rights along a
public trail; and the implementation of the long-term goal of the
NPS to enhance the opportunities for non-motorized boating on the
Potomac River. Prior NPS studies of non-motorized boating
options for the Washington, D.C. area were used in the
development of this EA and are appendices to the EA.

In exchange for relinquishing this tract of relatively
undisturbed land and most of its right of access along the
Capital Crescent Trail, Georgetown University gains a location to
place a collegiate boathouse in an already developed portion of
the waterfront of the Georgetown section of the C & O Canal NHP.
This area was designated for boathouse use in the fully approved
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Georgetown Waterfront Plan of 1987. This proposal does not
contamplate a marina (motorized boating) use of this parcel.
Georgetown University intends to construct a boathouse for its
students, in an open landscaped setting which will be available
to the public. The length of common access along the Capital
Crescent Trail from K Street N.W. to the site of the proposed
Georgetown boathouse will be managed to ensure safe access by the
public and Georgetown University. Completion of the rowing
structure and its occupancy by Georgetown University will result
in space becoming available for use by the public at existing
boating facilities presently used by Georgetown University.

ALTERNATIVES: The no-action alternative, Alternative A, would
likely be a proposal by Georgetown University for development of
Tract 102-109 as a boathouse or other collegiate recreational
facility, which would have an adverse impact on the native flora
and fauna on its tract as well as on the resources of the
surrounding parkland. Additionally, Georgetown University would
also retain its right to use vehicles on an approximate one mile
length of the Capital Crescent Trail to reach its inholding,
thereby disrupting visitor use and enjoyment of the Trail.

A second option, Alternative B, is for the National Park Service
to forego an exchange and seek an appropriation of public funds
to develop Tract 102-114 as a recreational boathouse or seek a
concessioner to develop a boathouse facility on parkland in order
to meet the identified need to augment the public demand for
additional non-motorized boating access to the Potomac River.
However, in this alternative, Georgetown University could develop
its own facility on Tract 102-109 as well, and continue to use
the right of access along one mile of the Capital Crescent Trail.

ANTICIPATED ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS: No significant environmental
or socioeconomic issues were identified during the preparation or
public review of the EA. There were two requests for copies of
the EA and one request for an extension of time to comment, which
was withdrawn. Further, copies of the EA were mailed to the
Commissioners of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Commission and the
Washington Cance Club, which has a permitted area and privately
owned facility adjacent to Tract 102-114. No substantive
comments were received.

The National Park Service has consulted with the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers on this proposal which was found to be dependent
upon water access and a location on the shoreline. With respect
to Executive Order 11988, the project, while it is located within
the floodplain, cannot be accomplished without use of the
floodplain. Under the NPS Regulations published in the Federal
Register on May, 28, 1980, this action falls within the category
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of excepted actions, as defined under Section 5(B) (3); therefore,
further compliance with Executive Order 11988 is not required.

With respect to Executive Order 11990, the project is within an
area designated as wetlands. However, the purpose of the
proposal cannot be accomplished without the use of the wetlands.
Under the NPS Regulations published in the Federal Register on
May, 28, 1980, this action falls within the category of excepted
actions, as defined under Section 5(B) (3); therefore, further
compliance with Executive Order 11988 is not required.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers evaluated both parcels for
wetlands characteristics. The wetlands that are on the National
Park Service tract are not of the kind that are considered to be
beneficial to the preservation or improvement of water quality of
the Potomac River or the Chesapeake Bay. The Georgetown
University tract, however, was considered to contain high quality
wetlands which are contributory to the preservation and
improvement of water quality of the Potomac River and the

Chesapeake Bay.

No archeological artifacts were determined to be on Tract 102-114
due to prior major construction disturbance. No rare,
threatened, or endangered plant or animal species or their
habitat are located within either parcel.

Tﬁ: District of Columbia Historic Preservation Officer previously
concurred in the Georgetown Waterfront Park plan, which will be
partially implemented through this exchange. The National
Register of Historic Places has been consulted, and it has been
determined that the C & O Canal NHP and the Washington Canoe Club
structure properties are listed on the Register. These will be
affected by the future erection of a boathouse on this tract by
Georgetown University. Therefore, compliance with the
requirements of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation
Act is required. In that regard, the design of the boathouse
itself will be subject to the review of appropriate agencies,
iTcluding the Commission of Fine Arts, and the National Capital
Planning Commission, and the State Historic Preservation Officer.
In accordance with these requirements, copies of all pertinent
correspondence are enclosed.

DETERMINATION: A review of the environmental assessment and
other information obtained in connection with the proposed
agreement to exchange property between the NPS and Georgetown
University indicates that approval of the proposal does not

appear to constitute a major Federal action significantly
affecting the quality of the human environment, as described in

3




affecting the quality of the human environment, as described in
Section 102(2)(C) of the National Environmental Policy Act of
1969. The actions to be taken in connection with this project
are consistent with the objectives and pPolicies of that Act, and
the National Park Service processes for evaluating archeological,
wetland and other aspects of this Proposal have been followed.
This exchange will be conducted pursuant to the recently revised
National Park Service land exchange guidelines (February 16,
1995). Pursuant to that Act, the guidelines of the Council on
Environmental Quality and National Park Service Guidelines

(NPS 12, September 1982), the criteria have been met, and,
therefore, the'assessment document is considered to be adequate.

Based upon the cited documentation and the rationale of the
decision above, I find that this Project is not a major Federal
action significantly affecting the human environment, nor is it
environmentally highly controversial. The public was notified
that the environmental assessment was available for review and no
substantive written comments were received. The project is not
committing the NPS to specific future actions which would
constitute a significant or controversial impact. The impact of
-this proposal is not of a cumulative nature, either in itself or
in conjunction with other Federal or non-Federal projects.
Therefore, pursuant to Section 102(2) (C) of the aforementioned
Act, the Guidelines of the Council on Environmental Quality and
National Park Service Guidelines (NPS 12, September 1982), this
proposal does not require the Preparation of an Environmental

Impact Statement.

Recommendea: £ 23, s ks

Douglas/D. JFaris, Superintendent
Chesape and Ohio Canal National Historic Park
National Park Service

—

Approved: /ﬁ: t‘i'-_\_}_ P7{', "’Z'L— ;/%5'

- Robert Stanton, Field Direct®
National Capital Area
National Park Service

——
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Environmental Assessment for the Proposed Exchanga ef Properties
between the National Park Service and Georgetown University within
the District of Columbia and within tha Boundary of Potomac
Palisades Park within the Chesapeake and Ohie Canal National
Historical Park - ; -

Chesapeake & Ohio Canal National Historical Park
Washingten, D.C. - ;

July 1995

Pruparéd_hy: National Capital Area, MNatienal Park Service
and the U.S. Department of the Interior

I. overview

This environmental assessment addresses the proposed action of a
land exchange involving approximataly two acres, batween Georgetown
University and the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal National Historical
Park.(C&0 Canal NHP), to further National Park Service goals. Tha
National Park Service (NPS), intends to obtain fee interest in the
Property being acquired from Georgetown University by conveying in
exchanga fee interest in a Federally ewned tract of land within C%0
Canal NHP. The property descriptions of the parcals bkeing
considered fer this land exchange are attached as Appandix A.

The purposes of the proposed exchange are: 1) to allow the National
Park Service to acquire and thereby precluda from development, a
largely undisturbed inholding featuring mature trees and native
vegetatien and also prevent the disruption ef adjacent parkland,
along wvith preserving a scenic vista of the Potomac River Gorge;
2) consistent with lengstanding National Park Service studies and
regional planning and in furtherance of the recreaticnal mandate of
the C & O Canal NHP Act, provide for placement of a nonmeteorized -
boat facility on property with less devaeloped natural features; and
i) to obtain and thereby extinguish,a competing right of access
along a length of tha Naticnal Park Servicae Capital Crescent Trail,
a paved pedestrian-bicycle trail (Capital Crescent Trail).

Section II. The Propesed Action

The National Park Servica and Georgetown University pPropose to
enter into an agreement te exchange parcels of land located within
the boundaries of the Chesapeake & Ohio Canal Natiomal Historical
Park. The properties under consideration are the National Park
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Service’s parcel, Tract 102-114; and Geaorgetown University’s
parcel, Tract 102-109. . Tk

This proposal allews the National Park Service to prevent, through - -
acquisition, both the destruction of a mature stand of treas and
native vegetation on a privately cwned inholding located within the
boundarises of C&0 Canal NHP and -the disturbance of adjacent
parkland. This parcel was acquired by Georgetown University as a
boathouse site. . By .obtaining this parcel. from Georgatown
University, the National Park Service will be abla te keep it in
its present undevelcped state, and previde protection te its
sansitive natural resources. - A : o
-In axchange for relinquishing this tract of relatively undisturbed
land, Gaorgetown - University gains a location. in " an  already
developed portion of the wvaterfront of tha Ceorgetewn section of-
the € & O Canal NHP to place a collegiate beathouse. This propesal
does not contemplate a marina (metorized boating) usa of this
parcel. Georgetown University seeks a batter site to serve its
rowing and sailing needa. Gaorgetown Univera anda

and maintain apn aven land=cspad = e o he baathours
- Completion of the rowing
s ure a ts occupancy by Gecrgetown University will result in
space becoming available for use by the public-at existing boating

facilities presently used by Ceorgetown Univeraity.

In accord with authorities available to the National Park Servica -
at 16 U.s.C. § 4601~-32(b) (1988), and 16 U.5.C. § 410y-1(b) (1988),
the National Park Service and Georgetown University preposs to
exchange land interasts of approximately equal value. The National
Park Servica land exchange authority provides that propertias to be
exchanged must bae located in the same state and that ‘be of
substantially equal value, or are equalized by the payment of cash.

In this proposed action, both properties are within the District of
Columbia. Georgetown University’s parcel, Tract 102-109, a let
equalling one acre, i= a former CSX railroad property complete with
access to the streat system of the District of Columbia at the
noerth end of K Street, N.W., and along the length of the former
railroad bed now improved as the Capital Crescent Trail. It is,
however, encumbared by a uce restrictien which limits it to use for
boathouse purposes and .this restriction must be lifted for the
exchange to be completed.. Tract 102-109 i= proposed to ke
exchanged for Tract 102~114, a one acre vacant lot on Federal
property. . . '

Tract 102-114 is approximately 470 fceot north of the 0ld Georgetown
Aqueduct Bridge, adjacent to the site of the Washington Canoce Club
facility. Beneath the length of Tract 102-114 and along the C & O
Canal, the District of Celumbia government operates and maintains
4 gewer facility which services government-owned facilities and
several municipal systens.
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As a result of covenants to ‘be placed upon the Federally-owned
property requiring perpetual use of the property for boathousa -
purposes by Georgetown University and its successors, the appraised
values of the two properties will be approximately equal when
exchanged. In consideration of receipt of fee interest in Tract
102~109 and its access rights nov owned by Gaorgetown University,
the National Park Service will convey fee interest in Tract 102-114
of the Chasapeakes and ©hio Canal Naticnal Historical Park. .

Section III. Background

Tha Natlonmal. Capital Area of the Natienal "Park Service manages
major portions of the 'publicly accessible areas of the Peteopac
River within the District of  Columbia. The management of thase
. public areas by the Pedaral Government has "been encouraged
throughout the development history of the District of Columbla.

In 1927, plans to establish the Potomac Palisades Park wers:
daveloped and approved by 'the National Capital Planning Commission
(NCPC) in an effort t¢ protect and preserve the shoreline of the
. Potomac River north of Georgetown. The National Capital Planning
Commission is the Federal government’s central planning authority
for tha metrepolitan Washington, D.C. area. NCPC statutory
authority is found at 40 U.S5.C. § 71a(a)(1)(1988). ;

The Potomac Falisades Park lies within what is now the boundary of
C 'k O NHP. Consistent with the NEPC plan, the United 'States
avantually acquired large holdings of the Chesapeake and chio Canal
Company and also from privata individuals and corporations. some
of these properties had bean davelcped, such as the parcel that the
National Park Service is propesing to provide for the exchange for
Georgetown University’s more natural tract.

The passage of the Chesapeake & Chio Canal National Ristorical Park
legislation in 1971 continued the drive to protect this riverfront
area. The Act’s purpose is "to preserve and interpret the historic
and scenic features of the Chespeake and Chio Canal, and to develop
the peotential of the canal for public recreation,” 16 U.5.C. §
410y-1(a) (1983)." In this proposed land exchangas, both parcels of
Property are lecated within the boundary of the C & O Canal NHP.

In 1588, in furtherance of the goals set out in the Act, the
National Park Service acquired from CSX Railroad, railroad property
within the shared boundary of Potomac Palisades Park and the C & O
Canal NHP. This parcel extended from the old Washington Agqueduct
Bridge to the District of Columbia beundary line. This additien to
the C & © Canal NHP, of approximately 34 acres, largely completed
the acquisition needed to accomplish this aim of the Act. '

Prior to its transactiem with the National Park Service, CSX
Railroad had conveyed to Georgetown University, Tract 102-109. on
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the former railroad bed that runs adjacent to this Georgetoewn
University inholding, the National Park Service recently complated
the construction of the Capital Cregcant Trail. _ ET

Since 1869, there have been boathouses along the Potomac River in
.the area where the parcel propaosed for Georgetown Univergity’s
boathouse is located. Present-day beathouse facilities in the
vicinity include the Washington cCance Club whose clubhouss is
located on parkland and s listed on the National Register of
Historic Places. Additicnally, the National Park Service has- long
‘had boating concesslons oparations in this section of the Potomac
River. Thompscon’s Boat Center, located at the confluence of Rock
. Creek with the Potomac River, was developed by the National Park
Sarvice in 1960. Another NPS boating concaession, .Fletcher’s Boat
- Housa, is located upstream at Canal Road. There are othar boating .
. fagilities also serving tha needs of private clubs, schools, and
the general publiec. : : '

Teday much of the land .located in this .area of the Potomac.River
Gorge has reverted to a basically hatural, if net pristine
condition, and is characterized by trea-lined riverbanka and a
general absenca of structures other than recreatiocnal facilities
such as boathguses. Virtually all daevelcpment has been Xept -
outside the topographic edge of the Gerge. The boathouss structure
envigsioned for Tract 102-114 will be located on tha portherimost
extasnsion of the building line along the waterfront, consistent
with the existing character of the area.

Sactian IV, Need for the Frnpqul

This ';:irnpusnd land exchange fulfills two gecals of the National Park
Service for this parkland, in additien to meeting statutery
mandates. ' '

First, it provides the National Park Service with one acre of
FPotemac River shoreline property- containing mature, mostly native
vegetatien located in an area designated to be left undeveloped.. By
acquiring this parcel, the likelihood of site clearing and
construction on this property is virtually eliminated. .Due to its
location and the accompanying reservation of access, this parcel,
Tract 102-109, interrupts the public ownership and poteantially
interferes with Federal panagement cptions within the Potomac
Falisades Park area between the prism of the Chesapeake and Ohio
Canal and the Potomac River. The former railroad bed adjacent to
Gecorgetown University’s inholding now contains the Capital Crescent
Trail. 8o long as’ Georgetown University owns Tract 102~-109, the

potential for some development on their land adjacent to this trail
exists.

Second, this proposed land exchange makes available for bnatr;nusa
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usa, a site recommendad for this purpose in prior regional and NPS
studies and plans, and furthers the ra:raatiunal nandatn of the C

& O Canal NHP Act.

%hn parcel proposed by the National Park Service for uxchanr,'u with

eorgatown University for placemant af a beoathouse, Tract 103-114,
is a site previocusly identified for boathouse use in Naticnal Park
Servica studies. One of thesa studies, thea 1987 cooperative plan
produced by the Natlional Park sService, the District of Columbia,
interested groups, and the Natlonal capital Planning Commisasion,

, a3 approved by the HNCPC and the Fine Arts
Commission, reccmmends that tha arsa whara Ceorgetown ﬂnivnrsitf‘ :
parcal is 1ucatad be protected from further da\ralnpnant. :

The 1989 Ha.tiunal Pa.rk Sar\r:l:n slznr:.ia.-; stuq,-, mn torize -ﬂ '- H:I &1 -I

Proliminary Report, January 1989, quotes Bon thi.l 1587 plan.
atates:

Tt

The (1587] [bracketed language in quoted text)
plan designatas a general area of land and
water within which new boathouses are
appropriates (zone 14). The area assigned to
boathouses deas not extend west of Key Bridge
mora than 1,000 feset because of the policy
aimed at preservation of tha natural
appearance of the Palisades. ...
Preserve  Natural Scenic Values of
Palisades: Above Key Bridgs, west of the
- boundary of the designated boathouse area, tha
natural conditions of the Palisades will be
reserved. The Potomac River above Key Bridga
8 one of the main scenic treasures of the
nation’s capital, and no new development will
be permitted here. In areas not now
adequately protectad, particularly the south
edge of the Georgetown University campus,
attempts will be made te acquire seenic
easements and . other devices to prevent
intrusive developments. :

Pages 6-7, NPS Special Study, t

: Nonmetorjized Boating In The Potomac
and Anacostia Rivars -- WasHington, D.C., Preliminary Repert,

Janwary 1989. This report is Appendix B.

This 1987 plan builds on earlier zngmnal proposals. 1In 1934, the
National Capital Planning Commission identified the need for
additional nommotorized boating facilities in the vicinity of
Francis Scott Key Bridge at Georgetown. The Geergetown Waterfroent
Park plan approved that year by the National Capital Planning
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commission contained as an alement of this plan, the devalopmant of
these normmotorized beating facilities. .

studies conducted by ths Natienal Park Service raflact increasing
public interest in nonmotorized boating as a recreaticnal activity.
Demand for rowing facilities in particular continues to grow in the
metropolitan Washington, D.C. area. In 1585, tha National Park
service concluded “rowing activities in the [Washington, D.C.]
metropolitan area have doubled, with high school and ccllege team
activity up 60 percent in threa years."” National Park Service
special study, Nonmeto; pd_PBoating in the Potomac and ANace
Rivers- Washington, D.C., Preliminary Report, January 1989. There
is ne indication that this trend has reversed. :

This increasad demand has made existing facilities inadequata to -
serve these beating needa. ~ In tha January 1985 National Park

Service report, Survey of Nen-motorized Boating Activities along
the Georgetown Waterfront, eighteen local rowing or boating groups
were contacted and at that time many of these groups had waiting
lists of individuals seeking to bacome members. This report is
Appendix C.

GCecrgatown University currently rents twve bayd (storaga
cempartments) of the Thompson’s Boat Carntar for the storage of
seventeen 57-foot shells; six 44-foot shells; eight 33-foot shells;
and five 2&6-foot shells. There is every indication that this
space, if vacated by Georgetown University, will ke guickly filled
with waterecraft from other programs, groups, and individuals.

Sectien V. Descriptien of the Environment and Potential Impacts
A. Legal descriptions for both properties are in Appendix A.

B. Tract 102-109, Georgetown University’s parcel which the
Natienal Park Service seeks to acquire: '

This land contains a combination ©of mature and second growth
riverine vegetative habitat and contains a high-grade wetland. The
majority of species on this tract are indigencus to the Poteomac .
River Watershed and the District of Columbia. Wildife species
include a wvariety of small mammals including muskrat,: beaver,
rabh:i.‘ir:. a{m raccoon, with a population of native songbirds and
vaterfowl. - c. B : : : : .

This tract is located within the Potomac Palisades area which is
currently being inventeried for vegetation species. Over 300
individual plant species have already been identified. in this
location, with ovar 60 of these species besing of special interest

to autherities even if not listed as rare, threatened or
endangered.



The clearing or modification and development of such an established
vwoodland site increases the potential for storm water runoff and
soil sedimentation into tha Potomac River and ultimately ‘the
Chesapeake Bay. ' Constrniction activities or even increased
recreation on this tract will impact the natural rescurcés and
degrade existing natural resources. e ,

C. Tract 102-114, National Park Service parcel vhich the National
‘Park Sarvice proposes be exchanged for use by Gacrgetown University
as a boathouse sita: :

This land has been continucusly impacted by human development and
use. The vegetation present on this tract is nonnativae. - It is
- predeminantly an edge-type: habitat, consisting.of .alien :and .
invasive nonnative speciea typically ‘found in previcusly cleared
urban areas. Wildlife at this leocation consists of populations of
émall mammals such as rabbit, squirrel and raccoon which are
'‘present at a limitad leval. 3 ;9 -

No existing or potential cultural resocurces hava been identified as
occurring on this tract. The arsa had been surveyed as part of the
development of thea Capiltal Crascent Trail. That survey, coupled
with the construction during 1962-1963 of the Dulles Interceptor
sever, indicates that the likelihood of any archeslogical resources
meeting the National Ragister’s criteria of significanca is remeta.
However, in the event that any subsurface artifacts wers disturbed
during any activities associated with this propeosed land axchange,
they will be appropriately recorded pursuant to National Park
Sarvice polioy. As a result of past censtruction and other
activities on Tract 102-114, however, no artifacts are expected to
_be encountered on this site. ¥

Soil compaction from the use of tha site as .a pai:kin-.g area has
increased the likelihood of the occurrence of storm water runoff
and seoil sad.tnanta_tinn into the Potcmac River.

" Beneath -the length of Tract 102-114 and along tha C & O Canal, the
District of Columbia government operates and maintains a sewer
facility wvhich services government-owned facilities and several
runicipal systems. s

Pursuant teo NPS guidelinas, in May 1995, the National Park Service
completed a wetlands .delineation on this parcel. Sewerline
construction and water seepage from the Canal have combined to
create . conditiens that gqualify -this tract as a wetland. on
concluding that wetland indicators were present, the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers {Corps) was contacted. In June 1995, the Corps
met with the National Park Service and Georgetown University and
inspected Tract 102-114. Based on this examinaticn, the Corps will
work with the National Park Service, should wetlands mitigation be
necessary. '



Section VI. Alternatives to the proposed land exchange and
associated environmental iampacts

Alternative A. ﬁu a:tinq

Under this alternative, the National Park Service parcel, Tract
102-114, may be used for occasional permitted urban uses and by
fishermen.- Parking of wvehicles, trespasses, and continuing
degradation to the natural rescurces through both parmissible and"
unpermitted uses is likely.

Under this alternative, the Georgetown University parcel, 102-109,
will llkely be propesed by Georgetown University for devalopment as
a beoathouse or other collegiate recreational facility. Should
. ‘Georgetown Univeraity develop the property, in additien to having
an adverse impact on the native flora and fauna on its tract, the
resources of the surrounding parkland will be negatively affacted.

Ceorgetown University also retains ita right to legitimately usa
vaehicles on the Capital Crescent Trail to reach their inholding,
thereby disrupting visitor usa and enjoyment of the Trail.

Alternative B. Natieonal Park Service Placement of boathouse on its
tract

Under thia alternativa, if the Natiecnal Park Service davaloped its
parcel as a recreational beatheusa without acquiring Gecrgetown
University’s parcel in an accompanying land exchange, the
unpermitted racreational use of the Natienal Park Service tract
will decrease as the parcol becomes developed. This development -
could be accomplished by aither the National Park Service through
appropriated funds, or as a concessioner opportunity.

Georgetown University, however, will stil) be able to develop their
upstream property in contradiction of recommendations to preserve
the natural character of the araa. A structure on Tract 102-109
could interefere with the current natural vista ef the Potomac
* River Gorgae. Activities on the Georgetewn University tract will
.also affect the surrounding parkland. Additionally, Georgetown
University will retain its right to legitimately use vehicles on
the capital Crescent Trail to reach its inholding, thereby
disrupting visitor use and enjoyment of the Trail. >

This alternative could result in construction of two boathouses in
this area of C & O Canal NHP, instead of cne.
VII. Impact and Benefits of Proposal

This proposed exchange dees not Ehange the boundary of either the
Potomac Palisades Park or the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal National



Historical Park. If Tract 102-109 is acgqguired, acceas along the
Capital Crescent Trail will be restricted to that langth of trail
north of the Aqueduct bridge to Tract 102-114.. In this portion of
the Trail, access will be controlled to delivery of boats,
equipment and supplies to thea boathouse and public safety vehicles.
Some widening of the paved trail may be reguired to accommodate
coincidental movement of boathousa and other recreational traffic.

Acquiring Georgetown University’s parcel "will preclude its
devaloppent as a recreation facility and the accompanying
disturbance of parkland adjoining this inholding. It will protect
the existing scenic vista of the Potomac River Gorge. This tract
cantains mature native wvegatation. Prasarving the natural
condition of this property conforms with longterm planning for this
area of C'& O NAP. 'This exchange will continue the current pasaive .
use of this property. = ' . ! ) fod

The tract that thae Natienal Park Service is considering fer
placemant of a boathouse by Georgatown University is already used
for both permitted and unpermitted recraational activities. It is
located next to a boathouse with an active boat club and a large
membership. For decades, beating-related activities have occurred
on this parcel of land. A major portien of this tract has been -
formally used by this boat club ccecupying the neighboring site.

Most of this parcel is open spaces, with a fringe of nonnative and
invagiva trees and alien vegetation around its perimeter. It has
algo been a staging site for varicus eenstruction projects ovar the
years. Littar which ragqularly accumulates on this parcal is of a
type associated with tailiatn parties and camping.- This exchange
may lead to the construction of a boathouse on this proparty. If
this is the case, the tract will no longer ba used for activities

and parking which are unralated to nonmotorized recreational
boating. - ' .

Another benefit of this propésed exchange is that as Georgetown
University vacates commercial boathouse space upen completion of
its boathouse, additional rowing. facilities will bacome available
to the general public and for srganized roving groups. )

VIII. censultation and Coordinatien and Public Invelvement

The National Park Service ia'camplyinq with applicable statutes and
requlatory requirements in considering this action, which include:

NPS Land Exchange Guidelines as r:viseﬁ February 16, 1995. This
process providaes for public notificatien. b

This land exchange propesal 4is also being evaluated pursuant to
Naticnal Park Service policy, consistent with Executive Order No.

11988, 3 C.P.R. 1977 Comp., P+ 117, Flocdplain Mapagement; and
9



Executive Order Neo. 11590, 3 C.F.R. Comp., Pp. 121, Protection of
¥atlands. The 0.S. Army Corps of Engineers has been consulted.

The District of Celumbia State Historiec Premervation. Officer has
been consulted. € & O Canal NHP is a historiec property, and the
Hanm.ngtnn Canoe Club, which is listed in the National Register of
Historic Places, is on Federal property adjacent to the exchangs
parcel preposed for the boathousa. : .

Conditions precedent to any development, should this axchange be
coppleted, include approval by the appropriate regional pianning .
agencissz pursuant te applicable law, including 40 v.3.C. § 71
(1988). 1In particular, the Cemmission of Fine Arts and tha NCPC
nust approve tha design of the boathouse. - TR

This environmental assessment was drafted notwithstanding that land
exchanges not leading to significant changes in the use of tha land
are generally excluded from this MNEPA requirement under the
Departmental Manual provision on "Categerical Exclusions to the
National Environmental Policy Act of 1963, 42 U.S.0. § 4321 et.
seq. (1388}, (NEPA), for actions related to development, 516 DM 6
Appendix 7.4 (C) (2). ; :

The terms of this proposed land exchange are alse shaped by the
prior studies performed by the National Park Serviecs and othar
entities on the subject of boathouses for matropolitan Washingtoen,
D.C. The studies, in large part, ars based upon the comments of
public and private entities and these of the general publie.
Nonaetheless, -the National - Park Service actively seeks- public
comment on this Environmental Assessment. Pursuant to National
Park Service policy and consistent with Executive Order Na. 11988,
Sec. 2(a)(4), 3 C.F.R. 1977 Comp., pP. 117; and Executive Order No.
11990, Bec. 2(b), 3 C.F.R. Comp., p. 121, written comments will be
considered if delivered by or pestmarked no later than Augqust 21, -
1955, - . : ' :

Written comments should be directed to: Mr, Robert Stanton; Field
Director; Naticnal Capital Area; 1100 Ohie Driva SW; Washingten,
D.C. 20242. CcCopies of the Environmental Assessment may be reviewed
or obtained by contacting Mr. Glenn DeMarr of the Ooffica of
Stewardship and Partnerships located at the above address or .by
telephone at (202) 619-7027 : -

_ C
IX. List of Appendices
Appendix A Legal descriptions of Tracts 102-114, and 102-109.
Appendix B NPS Spacial Study, atorized a 2

w.. Rivers -~ Washingtgn, D.C., Preliminary

Report, January 19849,
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Appendix C NPS Report, Denver Service Center Survev of Non-
t e £

January 1985 %
X. other Referencas
Flora and Fauna Reperts for Chesapeake and Ohie Canal National
Historical Park, May 13, 1994, as prepared by the National
Biological Survey. -

'XI. List of Agencies Consulted

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Baltimore District

District of Columbia Stats Historic Preservation Officar
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