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.This document is the first General Management Plan (GMP) for Governors Island National Monument.  It 

describes the resource conditions and visitor experiences that are proposed for the National Monument over the 

next 20 years.  It presents the National Park Service’s preferred approach to managing the National Monument 

and three other alternatives considered during the planning process.  An environmental impact statement 

(EIS), which assesses the potential environmental and socioeconomic impacts of the plan on the National 

Monument’s resources, visitor experience, and surrounding area, is integrated into this document.

The Draft GMP/EIS was available for public review and comment from January 16 to March 18, 2008.  Copies 

of all correspondence received during that period and the National Park Service’s responses are included in this 

document.  Content was revised or clarified where necessary and responds to substantive comments.

This Final GMP/EIS will be available for 30 days, after which a Record of Decision (ROD) will be signed indicating 

which alternative has been selected as the proposed plan and authorizing the National Park Service to 

implement the plan.  

For additional information:

Governors Island National Monument
Battery Maritime Building, Slip 7
10 South Street
New York, N.Y.  10004
 
www.nps.gov/gois

New York, 2008
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Bird’s eye view of Governors Island.  McLaren Engineering Group.
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ORGANIZATION of 
the DOCUMENT

This GMP includes five chapters, a historical summary and several technical appendices.

Chapter 1: Framework for the Plan provides the background necessary to understand the 
island, National Monument, and the need for this General Management Plan.  The 
Foundation for Planning describes the role of the plan within the national park 
system and defines the purpose and significance of the Governors Island National 
Monument, which are the building blocks for this plan and touchstones for future 
management decisions.  

Historical 
Summary: This section provides a short historical summary of Governors Island and the 

establishment of the National Monument.

Chapter 2:  Management Alternatives describes the preferred management alternative, 
Alternative D and briefly summarizes the other alternatives considered; summary 
matrix and costs are included. 

Chapter 3:  Affected Environment describes the present state of the natural, cultural, and 
socioeconomic environment of the National Monument within the context of 
Governors Island and the New York/New Jersey metropolitan area.

Chapter 4:  Environmental Consequences projects the likely consequences, or impacts, that 
would occur on the natural and cultural resources and socioeconomic environment if 
the alternatives were implemented.  

Chapter 5:  Consultation and Coordination describes the NPS planning process, including 
public involvement and parties officially consulted.  

Appendices: Includes the public comments received on the Draft GMP/EIS and NPS responses to 
those comments; and additional information, background and reference materials 
that may be helpful to the reader, such as the Presidential Proclamations, special 
analyses, and a glossary of terms.
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Governors Island Map. Courtesy of the Governors Island Preservation and Education 
Corporation (GIPEC).
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