Notice of Scoping

Bryce Canyon National Park, Utah

Mossy Cave Trail Rehabilitation Environmental Assessment

March 2006

Dear Friend of Bryce Canyon National Park:

The National Park Service (NPS) is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) in support of rehabilitating the Mossy Cave Trail and protecting Mossy Cave. The EA is needed in order to evaluate potential impacts to the natural and cultural environment from proposed rehabilitation and stabilization activities along the Mossy Cave Trail, and to protect the resources of Mossy Cave. The NPS is soliciting comments from the public to help identify issues and develop alternative rehabilitation and resource protection approaches that will be evaluated in the EA. 

You are invited to provide your comments and become part of this planning effort. For your convenience, a comment form is attached to this scoping notice. 


Why does Bryce Canyon need to rehabilitate the Mossy Cave Trail and protect cave resources?
The purpose of rehabilitating the Mossy Cave Trail is to repair damage due to erosion. In 2003, monsoon rains caused a local stream to shift course and undercut a large portion of the trail. That storm, and subsequent rain events, have caused the trail to erode, reducing the width of the hiking surface. Materials that support nearby bridge abutments have also been eroding, which is beginning to undercut the bridge support. On one area of the trail, a culvert and small footbridge are being actively undercut by a small spring. The trail is heavily used by the public due to the relatively level terrain and short hiking distance to the cave and a waterfall, and the eroded and undercut areas pose a potential threat to public safety. At this time, the trail is in poor condition and at risk of being lost altogether. 
The purpose of protection activities at Mossy Cave is to prevent additional damage to the resources and allow them to recover to healthy conditions. This resource is extremely unusual in the region, as Mossy Cave represents one of the only examples of hanging gardens on the entire Paunsaugunt Plateau. The availability of water allows for the presence of a wide variety of vertebrate and invertebrate faunal species, in addition to several rare plant species. Mossy Cave (a rock alcove) is a major destination for many park visitors. Currently, visitors are entering the rock alcove and damaging the hanging gardens and geologic formations, as well as causing severe impacts to the cave floor. The impact of human presence inside the cave has resulted in loss of vegetation, changes in the water flow pattern, and alterations of ice formation.
Have preliminary issues and alternatives been identified?

The NPS has identified preliminary issues related to trail rehabilitation and cave resource protection that will be analyzed through the EA process. Issues and/or alternatives identified through public scoping will be added to the following and addressed in the EA.

The EA will identify and analyze:

· methods to stabilize the eroded bridge abutment;

· methods to eliminate the problems associated with the undercut culvert and small bridge; 

· methods to protect cave resources while maintaining some level of public access;

· effects on soils, vegetation, and water resources; 

· effects on cultural resources; and

· effects on visitor experience.
What’s next?

Once the NPS has received and reviewed the scoping comments, alternatives will be developed and incorporated into the EA. The Mossy Cave Trail Rehabilitation EA is expected to be available for review in spring or early summer 2006. 
If you wish to remain on the mailing list and receive future information about this project/EA, please check the box on the comment form, print your name and mailing address, and return to the address listed above.

Thank you for your interest in Bryce Canyon National Park and your participation in the development of the Mossy Cave Trail Rehabilitation EA. If you have questions, please contact Mark Biel, Resource Management Specialist, Bryce Canyon National Park, 435-834-4901.
	Please submit your comments on any issues associated with this project 
in one of the following ways by April 13, 2006:

	Submit written comments to:
Bryce Canyon National Park
Mossy Cave Trail EA
P.O. Box 640201
Bryce, UT  84764

Comment via the internet through the NPS’s Planning, Environment, and Comment website, <http://parkplanning.nps.gov>

Hand-deliver comments to: Bryce Canyon National Park Visitor Center Building
Hwy 63
Bryce Canyon NP, UT




Scoping Comment Form

Bryce Canyon National Park, Utah

Mossy Cave Trail Rehabilitation Environmental Assessment
Please respond to the following questions and return this form by April 13, 2006. You may attach additional pages if needed. Also, include your name and mailing address in the space provided below. Thank you again for your interest in Bryce Canyon National Park.
	Please be aware that names and addresses of respondents may be released if requested under the Freedom of Information Act. Our practice is to make comments, including names and home addresses of respondents, available for public review during regular business hours. Individual respondents may request that we withhold their home address from the record, which we will honor to the extent allowable by law. There also may be circumstances in which we would withhold from the record a respondent's identity, as allowable by law. If you wish us to withhold your name and/or address, you must state this prominently at the beginning of your written comments. We will make all submissions from organizations or businesses, and from individuals identifying themselves as representatives or officials of organizations or businesses, available for public inspection in their entirety.


What issues would you like to see addressed? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What alternatives or strategies would you like to see addressed?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you have additional information, concerns, or other comments about the proposal?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Please check the box if you would like to remain on the mailing list to receive additional information concerning this proposal.
Name: _____________________________________________________________

Street/Box #: ________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip Code: _________________________________________________

Fold along line and tape closed



_________________

_________________

_________________

BRYCE CANYON NATIONAL PARK
MOSSY CAVE TRAIL EA
PO BOX 640201
BRYCE CANYON, UT  84764

Fold along line and tape closed

Place


1st Class


Postage


Here














