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United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Saguaro National Park

3693 South Old Spanish Trail

Tucson, Arizona 85730
(520) 733-5100
IN   IN REPLY REFER TO:

L7617

April 21, 2006
Dear Interested Party:

The National Park Service is planning to rehabilitate the facilities in and around the Javelina Picnic Area in the Rincon Mountain District of Saguaro National Park, east of the city of Tucson, Arizona.  This picnic area was constructed in the 1940s and has not seen much modification or upgrading since that time.  The desired results for this upgrade include: improving safety and accessibility for the disabled, expanding the capacity of the site to accommodate educational activities, developing sustainable facilities, improving the area’s appearance, reducing the area of bare soil and the number of social trails, and preserving important cultural features at the site.
Some of the actions we anticipate including in this project are: 
1. Constructing a new education ramada,
2. Modifying and enhancing the trail system that connects the parking areas, picnic sites, comfort station, trailheads and proposed education ramada,

3. Constructing a new trail from the picnic area to the Freeman Homestead Trail,
4. Developing a new trail and viewpoint northwest of the picnic area,
5. Rehabilitating the picnic ramadas to improve weatherproofness, functionality, and appearance,
6. Moving trash collection points to centralized locations and updating containers with animal-proof models,
7. Developing a sign plan and installing trailhead signs, interpretive panels, and visitor information signage, and
8. Revegetating disturbed areas that are not needed for parking, picnicking or walking between sites.
In addition, the parking lot design and paving will be improved during the summer of 2006 as part of the project to repave the entire Cactus Forest Loop Drive.

An Environmental Assessment will be prepared in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to provide the decision-making framework that 1) analyzes a reasonable range of alternatives to meet project objectives, 2) evaluates potential issues and impacts to park resources and values, and 3) identifies mitigation measures to lessen the degree or extent of these impacts.

The park encourages public participation throughout the planning process. There will be two opportu​nities to comment formally on the project; once during initial project scoping and again following release of the Environmental Assessment.  The park is currently in the scoping phase of this project, and invites the public to submit written suggestions, comments, and concerns regarding this proposed project 
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online at the NPS Planning, Environment, and Public Comment (PEPC) website at: http://parkplanning.nps.gov/.  
If you are not able to submit comments electronically through this website, you may submit written comments at the address on this letterhead.  Please provide all comments by May 8, 2006.  These comments will be considered during preparation of the Environmental Assessment.  We look forward to hearing from you!

Sincerely,

Sarah Craighead
Superintendent
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