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United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve

P.O. Box 140

Gustavus, Alaska 99826-0140

Tel: 907-697-2230 · Fax: 907-697-2654


IN REPLY REFER TO:

C38

March 31, 2006
Memorandum

To:

Director, National Park Service

Through:
Regional Director, Alaska Region

From:

Superintendent, Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve

Subject:
Cruise Ship Use-Day Quota for the 2007 Operating Seasons, Final
Decision

The level of seasonal cruise ship entries into Glacier Bay is controlled by special regulations found at 36 CFR 13.65(b)(2)(v) and the Vessel Quota and Operating Requirements (VQOR) EIS Record of Decision (ROD) dated November 21, 2003.  Under subsection (v)(C), by October 1 of each year, "the superintendent will determine, with the director's approval, the number of cruise ship entries for the following season.  This determination will be based upon available science and other information applicable authorities."  Pursuant to the foregoing, on October 17, 2005, I announced that the seasonal cruise ship use-day quota, for the 92-day summer operating season (June-August), in 2006 would remain at 139, but proposed an increase in the seasonal use-day quota by 10% to 153 cruise ship use days for the 2007 operating season.  

The decision to retain the 139 cruise ship use-day quotas for the 2006 summer operating season and the proposed 10% increase to 153 cruise ship use-day quotas for the 2007 summer operating season were published in a Federal Register Notice on January 19, 2006 allowing for a 30-day public comment period which ended on February 21, 2006.  Although we received 1,020 written comments by, or postmarked no later than, February 21, we received no new science or other information which would cause us to modify the proposed 10% increase (14 additional cruise ship use days, from 139 to 153 cruise ship use days) for the 2007 summer operating season.  The year-round daily quota for cruise ships remaining at two per day in accordance with both the ROD and existing regulations. 

The decision to increase cruise ship use days is a result of guidance provided by an exhaustive public planning effort resulting in the VQOR EIS ROD, reviews of the best available scientific information collected both by National Park Service and by scientists independent of the agency, recommendations from the Glacier Bay National Park Science Advisory Board (SAB), and an assessment of that report provided by the NPS Alaska Regional Science Advisor.  The information in my memorandum to you dated January 17, 2006 proposing the 10% increase (attached to this memorandum) as well as applicable documents and information available on the park's public website explain the basis for this decision.

The final decision will be published in the Federal Register as required by applicable regulations.
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