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Why is the
National Park
Service preparing
to develop a
management plan
for white-tailed
deer in the Sandy
Hook Unit?

How to participate
in the planning
process:

White-tailed deer walking in the dunes. NPS Photo

The National Park Service (NPS) is
in the early stages of developing a
management plan for white-tailed
deer (the plan) in the Sandy Hook
Unit of Gateway National
Recreation Area (the park). The
purpose of managing deer in the
Sandy Hook Unit would be to
support protection and
enhancement of natural resources,
preservation of cultural resources,
and visitor use and experiences
consistent with the park’s General
Management Plan (NPS 2014).

The NPS is concerned about deer
impacts on:

* Natural regeneration of native
vegetation and vegetation
communities, leaving native

Your input is vital to the
development of the plan. The NPS
is seeking public input regarding
how white-tailed deer impact
public use opportunities and
experiences in the Sandy Hook
Unit. Comments received will help
inform development of this plan.

These questions may assist you in
thinking about the management of
deer at the Sandy Hook Unit and
providing insightful comments:

1. What changes have you
noticed in the deer
population and/or vegetation
at Sandy Hook over the
years?

2. Have you observed any
impacts from deer on the
park’s cultural landscapes?

biodiversity at risk and creating
conditions that facilitate the
establishment and spread of
non-native invasive species;

+ Rare and unique habitats (such
as the globally imperiled
maritime holly forest and the
maritime red cedar woodland)
and species of special concern,
including federally listed
species;

* Cultural landscape preservation
and rehabilitation treatments;
and,

+ Resource-based visitor uses and
experiences that provide
enjoyment for current and
future generations of park
visitors.

3. Have you observed deer
impacting visitor use and
experience at Sandy Hook?

4. Are there other issues related
to deer management at Sandy
Hook that you think the park
could consider?

The NPS will host a public open
house at the Sandy Hook Chapel,
located at 35 Hartshorne Drive in
the Sandy Hook Unit of Gateway
National Recreation Area on
Thursday, April 23, 2026, from 6
p.m. to 8 p.m. Eastern Daylight
Time (EDT). Since this is an open
house, there will be no formal
presentation or recording.

Information provided at the Open
House will be available at the
project website, detailed on the
reverse side of this page.



How to learn more
about the project
and submit
comments:

Learn more about the proposed
plan and submit comments on the
project website by scanning the QR
code or viewing the following link:

https://parkplanning.nps.gov/proje
ctHome.cfm?projectID=135811

Written comments will also be
accepted via email to:

Gateway_feedback@nps.gov

Or via mail to:

Superintendent

Gateway National Recreation Area
210 New York Avenue

Staten Island, NY 10305

All comments must be received
or postmarked by 11:59 p.m.
EDT on May 23, 2026.

Commenters should be aware that
their entire comment, including
personal identifying information,
may be made publicly available at
any time. While commentors may
ask that their personal identifying
information be withheld from
public view, NPS cannot guarantee
this.

There will be an additional
opportunity to provide comments
with the release of the Draft
White-tailed Deer Management
Plan/Environmental Assessment in
2027.

Planning process
and schedule:

The NPS is in the initial stages of the planning process, aiming to produce
a management plan in Fall 2027 for implementation thereafter.

Planning Stage Schedule

Civic Engagement Period Begins April 23, 2026
Open House April 23, 2026
Civic Engagement Period Closes May 23, 2026
Analysis of Civic Engagement Comments Summer 2026
Plan Development 2026

NEPA Process Begins 2027

Environmental Documents Released, Comment Period, and Public Meeting 2027

Analysis of Comments on Environmental Documents 2027

NPS Decision Fall 2027

R ef erence National Park Service. 2014. Gateway National Recreation Area Final

General Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement.
Accessed April 2026 at https://www.nps.gov/gate/learn/management/

emp-2012.htm.

Whlte—talled dee b

N o P

the barracks of Officers’

i i SR N AR
Row on the Fort Hancock Par:

]

ade Grounds. NPS Photo



https://www.nps.gov/gate/learn/management/gmp-2012.htm
https://parkplanning.nps.gov/projectHome.cfm?projectID=135811
https://parkplanning.nps.gov/projectHome.cfm?projectID=135811
mailto:Gateway_feedback@nps.gov?subject=Sandy%20Hook%20Deer%20Management%20Planning
mailto:Gateway_feedback@nps.gov
https://parkplanning.nps.gov/proje

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		Fact Sheet 508_04212026.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 2



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 30



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



