

APPENDIX P.
Definitions and Abbreviations

 Wildland Fire Management Terminology
(Adopted By National Wildfire Coordinating Group 01/2005)
Appropriate Management Response - Any specific action suitable to meet Fire Management Unit (FMU) objectives. Typically, the AMR ranges across a spectrum of tactical options (from monitoring to intensive management actions). The AMR is developed by using Fire Management Unit strategies and objectives identified in the Fire Management Plan.
Fire Management Plan - A plan which identifies and integrates all wildland fire management and related activities within the context of approved land/resource management plans. It defines a program to manage wildland fires (wildfire, prescribed fire, and wildland fire use). The plan is supplemented by operational plans, including but limited to preparedness plans, preplanned dispatch plans, and prevention plans. Fire Management Plan's assure that wildland fire management goals and components are coordinated.
Initial Attack - A planned response to a wildfire given the wildfire's potential fire behavior. The objective of initial attack is to stop the spread of the fire and put it out at least cost. An aggressive suppression action consistent with fiefighter and public safety and values to be protected.
Preparedness - Activities that lead to a safe, efficient, and cost effective fire management program in support of land and resource management objectives through appropriate planning and coordination.  Mental readiness to recognize changes in fire danger and act promptly when action is appropriate.  The range of deliberate, critical tasks, and activities necessary to build, sustain, and improve the capability to protect against, respond to, and recover from domestic incidents.

Prescribed Fire - Any fire ignited by management actions to meet specific objectives.  A written, approved prescribed fire plan must exist, and NEPA requirements must be met prior to ignition.

Prescription - Measurable criteria that define conditions under which a prescribed fire may be ignited, guide selection of appropriate management responses, and indicate other required actions. 

Wildfire - An unplanned, unwanted wildland fire including unauthorized human-caused fires, escaped wildland fire use events, escaped prescribed fire projects, and all other wildland fires where the objective is to put the fire out.
Wildland Fire – Any non-structure fire that occurs in the wildland. Three distinct types of wildland fire have been defined and include wildfire, wildland fire use, and prescribed fire.
Wildland Fire Situation Analysis (WFSA) - A decision-making process that evaluates alternative management strategies against selected safety, environmental, social, economic, political, and resource management objectives as selection criteria.

OBSOLETE TERMS

Many traditional terms have either been omitted or made obsolete by the Policy.  The terms listed here have uses or connotations that are contrary to the new policy.

Confine/Contain/Control - These terms, when used in the context of suppression strategies, are confusing since they also have tactical meanings.  Containment and control are assumed to maintain their definition for fire reporting purposes.

Escaped Fire Situation Analysis - This term is replaced by Wildland Fire Situation Analysis,

Management Ignited Prescribed Fire - This term is replaced by the term “prescribed fire”.

Prescribed Natural Fire - This term is replaced by the term “wildland fire use”.
Presuppression - The term "presuppression" has been replaced by the term "preparedness" to match policy and appropriation language.
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