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Interim Protected Species Management Strategy/Environmental Assessment Open for Public Comment

Announced today by National Park Service Outer Banks Group Superintendent Michael B. Murray, the public comment period for the Cape Hatteras National Seashore Interim Protected Species Management Strategy/Environmental Assessment (Strategy/EA) is now open through March 1, 2006.  

“The Strategy/EA presents the evaluation of four alternatives for managing protected species at the Seashore,” stated Murray.  “Each alternative offers a different array of species protection, visitor access, and public outreach/education.”  

“We invite everyone to comment on this document,” continued Murray.  “Public participation is vital to the NPS planning process.  We received excellent comments and suggestions during public scoping that have been incorporated into the Strategy/EA”

Following the comment period a decision on the action to be implemented will be determined.  The final Strategy/EA will guide species protection until the Seashore’s Off-Road Vehicle Management Plan and associated regulations are developed.  

The Strategy/EA is available for public comment on-line at the NPS Planning, Environment, and Public Comment website: http://parkplanning.nps.gov/caha.  Select the Interim Protected Species Management Strategy project, and then click on Documents & Links.  Once on the Documents & Links webpage, select Submit Your Comments for the Environmental Assessment to access the Strategy/EA document and to provide comments on-line.
Public read-only copies of this document will be soon be available at the NPS visitor centers at the Cape Hatteras Lighthouse, Bodie Island Lighthouse, Ocracoke, Fort Raleigh National Historic Site, and Wright Brothers National Memorial; the Dare County Libraries in Hatteras Village, Manteo, and Kill Devil Hills; and the Ocracoke Library.  Copies of this document were put in the mail today to individuals and organizations who requested copies during public scoping.  Others may request a CD or hardcopy from the park Superintendent as long as the supply lasts.
Written comments may also be mailed to: IPSMS EA, Superintendent, Outer Banks Group, 1401 National Park Drive, Manteo, NC 27952

Comments must be received by midnight, March 1, 2006.  
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