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June 9, 2010




Whiskeytown Newsletter Update
_____________________________________________________________________

The National Park Service announces the preparation of a National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA)-Environmental Assessment Document for increasing Park Security at Whiskeytown N.R.A.

Whiskeytown National Recreation Area is proposing the installation of ten gates on nine administratively closed roads, as well as rock barriers to prevent access to overgrown and eroding abandoned logging and mining roads, to protect park lands from illegal activities and to protect utility infra-structure such as power line support poles, waste water spray fields, and water systems. None of the proposed roads are part of the park’s current public recreational road system. Instead, these are existing roads that were developed to allow either park staff or utility companies’ access to their infra-structure. These are short access roads (all are less than800 feet in length) off of the main park roads and are often used as access for illegal activities such as dumping and rendezvous points for the Drug Trafficking Organizations.  The public will be allowed to enter some of these areas on foot, bicycle or horse; however, vehicle access will be prohibited. 
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Gate on South Shore Drive near Dry Creek is closed only when weather’s hazardous conditions become a threat or park security justifies temporary closures.
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Pacific Gas & Electric (PG&E) Transmission Line access road and gate on State Highway 299 

[image: image3.jpg].’

s





Park drinking water system, near Carr Power House. Infra-structure such as this is a good example of the type of utility system the NPS is required to protect. 
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Abandoned Bureau of Reclamation tailing site near Crystal Creek Quarry where the access road is left open to vehicles. These small access roads are areas the NPS intends to close to vehicles with permanent barriers. This road is approximately 300 feet in length.
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An example of an illegal marijuana cultivation site found within Whiskeytown NRA. The proposed closures will assist in limiting access for illegal activities throughout the park.

Environmental Assessment:
Whiskeytown is currently developing a Park Security Environmental Assessment that follows the guidelines of the National Park Service’s policy to meet the goals and objectives of the National Environmental Protection Act. The National Park Service has developed two preliminary alternatives. These include:

· Alternative A, No Action Alternative: This alternative would maintain the existing condition and would leave the utility access and administrative roads that are currently not gated to be left open. Private vehicles could drive into these areas since there would be no physical barrier preventing entry. 

· Alternative B, Block Certain Roads with Gates or Barriers and Remove Abandoned Road Entry Points at Various Locations. Abandoned logging and mining roads will be removed and the sites restored to eliminate road scars along main travel corridors of the park. 

Time Table:
Following scoping meetings in 2006, the park began developing document that is currently under internal NPS review. In 2007, law enforcement rangers discovered the level of illegal marijuana cultivation within the park was more wide-spread than realized. Efforts to discourage this activity from continuing by making it harder to provide supplies and support to these illegal activities by the Drug Trafficking Organizations were undertaken. A new system for the public to access South Fork Mountain was implemented with seasonal closures, keeping the road open during most of the fall hunting season once the threat level was reduced. 

In June 2008, large wildfires of the Whiskeytown Complex, Motion Fire and the Moon Fires burned around 22% of the Park’s forest.  In an effort to control the fire and protect adjacent park lands and communities, fire fighting activities included some limited bulldozing on some of the Parks abandoned mining and logging roads and some pristine Park ridges. With rehabilitation, restoration and re-vegetation of the fire lines underway on lands damaged in the suppression activities, the park staff is now ready to complete the revised Environmental Assessment that address the abandoned roads not affected by the fire.. 

The National Park Service is continuing to conduct public scoping during the development of the draft environmental assessment.  Comments on the preliminary alternatives will be accepted through June 18th, and can be sent to:

Office of the Superintendent

P.O. Box 188

Whiskeytown CA 96095

Or email: Jim_Milestone@nps.gov.

The draft Environmental Assessment will be available for public review as soon as possible after receiving the last of the scoping comments.  There will also be additional opportunities to comment on the proposed alternatives during the draft Environmental Assessment public review period.  For updates on the status of this project, please visit the National Park Service Planning, Environment and Public Comment (PEPC) site at http://parkplanning.nps.gov/whis.
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A small example of dumped garbage on utility access road within 
Whiskeytown National Recreation Area prior to gate installation. 
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