DOGWALKING IN GOLDEN GATE NATIONAL RECREATION AREA 
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As a result of a Federal District Court opinion in June 2005 (United States v. Barley, Sayad and Kieselhorst), limited areas of the park are available for voice control dogwalking per the 1979 GGNRA Advisory Commission Pet Policy.  
· One Exception to 1979 Policy: The fenced, 12-acre closure in northwest section of Fort Funston will remain closed to dogs and visitors for resource protection and public safety.

While acknowledging the court’s decision, GGNRA continues to encourage all dogwalkers to keep their pets on leash to protect natural and cultural resources, including the threatened and endangered plants and animals in the park and to ensure the safety of all visitors and pets. 

In all areas of the park that allow dogs, but which were not open to voice control by the 1979 Pet Policy, the federal regulation requiring dogs to be on leash (36 CFR 2.15 (a)(2)) is still in effect and are being enforced. 
GGNRA has started a planning process to decide how best to manage dog walking in the park that will result in a dog management plan/Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). A Negotiated Rulemaking Committee representing the diverse interests likely to be affected by a dog management plan has also been appointed by the Secretary of the Interior. Together, these processes will result in a dog management plan which could be the basis for a special regulation for dogwalking at GGNRA.  For more information, go to http://parkplanning.nps.gov/goga and click on the Negotiated Rulemaking and the EIS/Dog Management Plan project links.
Important information for dogwalkers:
· As stated in the 1979 Pet Policy, dogs must be under control by voice or leash at all times and must not harass any person or animal.  
· Regulations that apply in all GGNRA areas open to dogs:  
· 36 CFR § 2.15 - All sections of the NPS pet regulation except for the section requiring pets to be on leash. These sections prohibit:
· Failing to dispose of pet excrement
· Leaving a pet unattended
· Allowing a pet to make noise that is unreasonable considering the location
· Possessing a pet at a swimming beach
· 36 C.F.R. § 2.1 - Preservation of natural, cultural and archeological resources 
· 36 C.F.R. § 2.2 - Wildlife protection
· 36 CFR § 2.34 (a)(4) - Disorderly Conduct (unmanaged dogs creating hazardous or physically offensive conditions)
Areas open to voice control dogwalking per the Federal Court decision (for more detail, refer to the 1979 Pet Policy at the link below):  
· San Francisco - Fort Funston (excepting the 12-acre closure in northwest Ft. Funston), Ocean Beach, Lands End, Fort Miley, the north end of Baker Beach, Crissy Field 
· Marin County - Rodeo Beach, Oakwood Valley Road, Muir Beach, Homestead Valley, Alta Avenue, specific trails in Marin Headlands (see 1979 Pet Policy below)
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