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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – March 18, 2008

Contact: Wendy Koelfgen:  (559) 565-3102

Environmental Assessment/Assessment of Effect of Alternatives for Rehabilitating Portions of the Generals Highway Now Available for Review

Sequoia National Park, CA— Sequoia National Park is seeking public comment on a proposal to rehabilitate two sections of the historic Generals Highway. 
Originally constructed for wagon traffic, portions of the Generals Highway have been in continuous use since 1926. Under modern usage, the roadway is rapidly deteriorating and showing signs of structural instability. Additionally, lanes and turning radius on switchbacks are not of consistent or appropriate width and do not meet current federal highway standards. 

The rehabilitation of the 40 mile, main park roadway began in 1993. Work has been planned and completed in smaller sections in order to minimize the impact on the visiting public. The next two sections of the Generals Highway proposed for rehabilitation are the 1.5 mile section from Amphitheater Point to Deer Ridge and 8.5 miles of roadway between Wolverton Road and the Little Baldy Trailhead. 
The Environmental Assessment and Assessment of Effects to Rehabilitate Generals Highway from Amphitheater Point to Deer Ridge and Wolverton Road to Little Baldy Pullout has been prepared in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act and will be available for public review and comment for 30 days beginning on Friday, March 21, 2008.
The EA analyzes the environmental impacts that may occur from two different alternatives:  the no action alternative and the preferred action alternative. The preferred alternative would entail replacing or reconstructing existing retaining walls, guard walls, cantilever bridges, and drainage structures. The project would also involve removing and replacing curbing, replacing metal guardrails, widening existing travel lanes to a consistent width, improving the turning radius on switchbacks, and redesigning and relocating some parking and pullout areas. A bridge would be constructed over Halstead Meadow, allowing the upper and lower portions of the wetland to be reconnected and restored, and prohibiting annual flooding of the road during spring runoff. 

Copies of the document can be obtained from the NPS Planning, Environment and Public Comment (PEPC) website at http://parkplanning.nps.gov/seki, at park headquarters in Three Rivers, California, by sending an e-mail to seki_planning@nps.gov, or by writing Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks, Planning and Compliance Office, 47050 Generals Highway, Three Rivers, CA 93271. Reference copies can be viewed at Three Rivers and Visalia Branch libraries and at all park visitor centers.

Written comments may be submitted through the PEPC website, in person at park headquarters in Three Rivers, California or mailed to: Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks, Planning and Compliance Office, 47050 Generals Highway, Three Rivers, CA 93271. Please include the phrase “Rehabilitate Generals Highway EA” at the top of your comment or in your e-mail subject line. All public comments must be received or postmarked by April 21, 2008.
Before including address, phone number, email address or other personal identifying information in your comment, you should be aware that your entire comment including your personal identifying information may be made publically available at any time. While you can ask us in your comment to withhold your personal identifying information from public review, we cannot guarantee that we will be able to do so. 
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