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Aztec Ruins National Monument News Release

Aztec Ruins Fire Management Plan Available for Review

Aztec, New Mexico--Superintendent Dennis L. Carruth today announced that the draft Aztec Ruins National Monument Fire Management Plan is available for review and comment through Saturday, June 25. 

A Fire Management Plan (Plan) is required for Aztec Ruins National Monument (Park) under National Park Service policy and directives.  It identifies appropriate management strategies for wildland fires and fuels management.

The Park will depend heavily on the Mesa Verde National Park fire program for support and interagency partners for suppression actions. The park administers 257 acres within the authorized boundaries of approximately 320 acres.  All the land controlled by the Park falls within the City of Aztec.  

Housing borders the Park on the south and a portion of the west side.  A future housing development is planned adjacent to the park’s north and west boundaries. County Road 2900 (Ruins Road) travels through the park. There are three active natural gas wells. Well operators are required to maintain a weed-free well pad.

The wildland fire management program’s goals are to protect human health and safety, protect property, reduce wildland fire risk, and protect natural and cultural resource values.  Specifically, fire management goals include the following:

Suppress all wildland fires using the appropriate management response in a safe and cost-effective manner with minimum damage to resources. Access routes to fight fires are identified on established roadways.

Prevent wildland fires from spreading onto neighboring private land. Fire breaks will be maintained in strategic locations along the north and south boundaries of the park, especially adjacent to housing developments.

Maintain an active fire prevention program.

Rehabilitate areas disturbed by wildland fire and suppression actions.

Maintain fire management agreements with adjacent land management agencies and local fire departments. Aztec Volunteer Fire Department (AVFD) will serve as the first response for fires in the Park. 

Reduce fuel hazards around cultural sites and along portions of the boundary. An area surrounding the East Ruin, where cultural resources are at risk for fire damage, will be selectively treated by mechanically removing vegetation in a mosaic pattern and maintaining fire breaks. Vegetation growth in future years will also be mechanically removed. No herbicides will be used.

The Park will not use prescribed fire or take advantage of wildland fire use, but may burn cleared brush and debris.

Readers can access the draft Fire Management Plan at http://www.nps.gov/azru, where they can click on the management documents link. It is also available for public review in the office of the Superintendent, Aztec Ruins National Monument, 84 County Road 2900, Aztec, New Mexico, 87410. Written comments and questions must be received by June 25, 2005 by the Superintendent, Aztec Ruins National Monument, 84 County Road 2900, Aztec, New Mexico, 87410. 
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EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.


