L76-GLAC-05-071
Dear Friends:

The Desert Mountain Television (TV) Association has requested renewal of a Special Use Permit for a TV translator at Apgar Lookout in Glacier National Park. The translator broadcasts NBC affiliate KCFW from Kalispell to residents of Coram, Hungry Horse, West Glacier, Apgar, and Lake McDonald. It is currently operating under a temporary Special Use Permit.  
The translator was installed at this location in the early 60’s and consists of a small transmission box kept in the basement of the lookout and three antennas mounted on a post set several feet away from the lookout. The association would pay an annual rental fee and a fee for electricity to the National Park Service (NPS) under the new Special Use Permit. Apgar Lookout is a historical structure. The Lookout is not within proposed wilderness; however, it is surrounded by proposed wilderness. The translator requires periodic maintenance. The original installation and issuance of the permit was never analyzed, therefore, the NPS intends to prepare an Environmental Assessment (EA) to assess the impacts of continuing to permit this activity on park lands. 
An early step in the NPS planning process is to involve the public. We are requesting your comments to identify issues and alternatives that should be addressed in the EA being prepared for this project. 
Comments can be provided directly through our website for this project: http://parkplanning.nps.gov/. Or write to: Superintendent, Glacier National Park, Attn: Apgar TV Translator EA, West Glacier, Montana 59936. Comments are due by May 16, 2005. 

Our practice is to make comments, including names and home addresses of respondents available for public review during regular business hours. Individual respondents may request that we withhold their home address from the record, which we will honor to the extent allowable by law. There also may be circumstances in which we would withhold from the record a respondent’s identity as allowable by law. If you wish us to withhold your name and/or address, you must state this prominently at the beginning of your comment. However, we will not consider anonymous comments. We will make all submissions from organizations or businesses and from individuals identifying themselves as representatives or officials of organizations or businesses, available for public inspection in their entirety. 

Thank you very much for your continued support and interest in Glacier National Park. 

Sincerely,

/s/ Michael O. Holm                           authenticated by: Rita Causby
Michael O. Holm

Superintendent

