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Environmental Assessment Underway

News from the Superintendent
Friends,
Fort Frederica National Monument is preparing a General Management Plan Ammendment/ Environmental Assessment in conjunction with a proposed exchange of land between the park and Christ Church of St. Simons.  This newsletter describes the project background, the results of planning completed by the National Park Service team, a description of the alternatives, and a summary of the next steps in the environmental assessment process.
We want to hear from you so that we can make the most informed decisions concerning the alternatives on this project.  We appreciate your input into this process and would like your feedback by June 30, 2006.  You are welcome to write to us at the address given on Page 4, but our preference would be for you to provide your comments on the National Park Service Planning, Environment & Public Comment (PEPC) web site.  Comments can be made directly online by going to the following link: 
http://parkplanning.nps.gov/documentsAndLinks.cfm?projectId=11167 

Written comments may also be submitted to:  Kim Coons, Acting Superintendent, Fort Frederica National Monument, 6515 Frederica Road, St. Simons Island, GA 31522. It is the practice of the NPS to make all comments, including the names and addresses of respondents who provide the comments, available for public review following the conclusion of the scoping process.  Individuals may request that the NPS withhold their name and/or address from public disclosure.  If you wish to do this, you must state this prominently at the beginning of your comment.  Commentators using the PEPC website can make such a request by checking the box "keep my contact information private." The NPS will honor such requests to the extent allowable by law, but you should be aware that the NPS may still be required to disclose your name and address pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act.  Comments must be postmarked by June 30, 2006. Thank you for your interest in the land exchange project.  
Sincerely,
Kim Coons, Acting Superintendent
Background
The proposed action is to exchange approximately 6 acres of land that is currently part of Fort Frederica National Monument for approximately 8.7 acres of land owned by Christ Church of Saint Simons Island (see Figure 1). The property currently owned by the National Park Service is located at the southern edge of the park on the north side of Stevens Road just to the west of Christ Church. The property that is being provided by Christ Church is located to the north of Delamotte Road on the east side of Frederica Road to the northeast of the National Monument’s main entrance (Figure 1).

The parcel being received from the church would be added to the park boundary and managed by the National Park Service. The church would construct and operate several new facilities on the 6 acre site being received from the National Park Service. These Could include a new church building, classrooms, a courtyard, a passenger drop-off area, and parking for approximately 225 vehicles. 

The proposed land exchange would constitute an amendment to the existing General Management Plan.  General management plans represent the broadest level of planning conducted by the National Park Service, and are intended to provide overall guidance for making informed decisions about future conditions in national parks. The purpose of the amendment is to select and recommend implementation of a preferred alternative action for managing the new park land. 
Internal Scoping
The National Park Service held an internal scoping meeting at the park in October, 2005 to identify potential environmental and other issues associated with the land exchange. 

The parcel of land to be received by the park contains cultural and natural resources (archeological and historical sites, potentially including the Oglethorpe house site) that have not yet been fully identified or investigated. The site may also contain wetlands, protected species, and aquatic resources, but these have not been confirmed by surveys. Prior to any future park actions, these resources will be documented in a separate environmental assessment.  The church would also be required to meet applicable state, federal and local environmental compliance requirements.
The access road leading to the parcel of land to be received by the park is not owned by the park.  A legal arrangement would be required for the park to have access to the site.

The National Park Service investigated the 6 acre parcel to be received by the church and determined that the site does not contain any significant cultural resources. The site is wooded and is located next to the existing park maintenance area. Additonal investigations will be conducted to determine if any environmental contraints such as hazardous wastes might be present. Potential effects on the viewshed of the park could be an issue at this site since the new proposed church facilities would be located immediately adjacent to the park.
Description of the Alternatives
The No Action alternative and two alternatives will be evaluated in the environmental assessment. The No Action alternative is defined as continuing present management practices in the park and the proposed land exchange would not take place. The No Action alternative provides a basis for comparing the management direction and environmental consequences of the proposed land exchange.  

The two action alternatives, identified as Alternatives F and G, were developed in an internal workshop held in December, 2005, in accordance with National Park Service planning guidelines and policies. The alternatives were labeled in sequence with the previous alternatives presented in the previous General Management Plan. The previous action alternatives are not discussed further in this newsletter. 
Alternatives were created by applying zones used in the previous General Management Plan to the two parcels of land being exchanged. The desired characteristics of each zone were developed based on the same categories presented in the original General Management Plan, including: 
Desired resource conditions
Desired visitor experience

Kinds and levels of management

Kinds and levels of visitor use
Kinds and levels of development 
The features and the advantages and disadvantages of Alternatives F and G are as follows:
Alternative F:  Under this alternative, the church would receive the 6 acre parcel, and construct and operate facilities such as a church sanctuary, classroom buildings and a parking lot for approximately 225 cars. Based on available conceptual designs, it is assumed that the entire 6 acre site would be required for construction and operation of the new church facilities.  

Under Alternative F, the National Park Service would receive an 8.7 acre parcel of land located near the northeast corner of the park. The northern half of the 8.7 acre site would be designated as a Natural Resource Based Passive Recreation Zone. The southern half of the parcel would be designated as a Historic Preservation Zone, in recognition of the potential for this portion of the site to harbor cultural resources, including, potentially, the Oglethorpe house site. The concept underlying the zoning for this alternative would be to focus visitor use on more passive uses such as hiking and interpretive tours/programs, and would allow only limited “hardened” park facilities.

Alternative G:  Under this alternative, the church would receive the 6 acre parcel of land and use it to construct and operate facilities such as a church sanctuary, classroom buildings, and a parking lot for approximately 225 cars. The construction and operation of new church facilities on this parcel under Alternative G would be identical to those under Alternative F.

Under Alternative  G the National Park Service would receive an 8.7 acre parcel of land located on the northeast corner of the park as shown in Figure 1, and the northern half of this site would be designated as a Natural Resource Based Passive Recreation Zone identical to Alternative F. The difference between Alternatives F and G would be in the way the southern portion of this parcel is zoned. Under Alternative F, the entire southern portion of the parcel would be designated as a Historic Preservation Zone.  Under Alternative G, the majority of the southern half of the parcel would be designated as a Historic Preservation Zone and a small area along the southern edge of the parcel would be designated as a Visitor Service Zone. This would allow for more active use of the area for visitors, including construction of park facilities such as parking lots, restrooms, and sidewalks.


Next Steps

The draft GMP Amendment/EA will be distributed to the public and review agencies for comments in the summer of 2006. A public meeting will also be held on St. Simons Island in the summer of 2006 to present the draft alternatives and GMP Amendment/EA findings. All comments will be received and incorporated into a final GMP Amendment/EA. All comments will be included as part of the formal public record maintained by the National Park Service.  



Neither parcel of land in the proposed exchange would affect the park next to the Frederica River





The National Park Service appreciates your input into this planning process and would like to obtain your comments. We request that you provide your comments electronically, or by mail using the following contact information:


Comments? Write to:


National Park Service


Fort Frederica National Monument �Attn: Kim Coons�Fort Frederica Land Exchange Comments�6515 Frederica Road �St. Simons Island, GA 31522 





You may also enter comments directly through the Internet by directing your web browser to the following URL address:  


http://parkplanning.nps.gov/documentsAndLinks.cfm?projectId=11167














The two parcels of land involved in the proposed land exchange are located several hundred feet north and south of the entrance to the park along Frederica Road.
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U.S. Department of the Interior





Fort Frederica National Monument


6515 Frederica Road 


St. Simons Island, GA 31522








EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA








A potential issue regarding the land exchange is whether the viewshed at the Visitor Center would be affected.








Fort Frederica National Monument Land Exchange Newsletter 1 – 1
Pemberton’s Headquarters Newsletter 1 - 3


