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GMP Newsletter No. 4





NPS Revises General Management Plan in Response to Public Comments 





The National Park Service  (NPS) has selected a new preferred alternative for the Castillo de San Marcos National Monument General Management Plan (GMP) in response to the vast majority of public comments on the Draft General Management Plan and Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).   In the Final GMP, the NPS will identify  Alternative C from the Draft GMP/EIS as the new preferred alternative.  Alternative D was the agency preferred alternative in the Draft GMP/EIS. Some minor changes have been made (described below in Italics) to address concerns of other commenters. 





The Draft GMP/EIS was published and distributed for public comment in May 2006.  The publlic comment period ended on August 15, 2006.  The plan proposed three alternative management strategies in addition to Alternative A, the required “no-action” (continue current management practices) alternative.  These alternatives are summarized below: 





Alternative B





In response to Public Law 108-480 NPS would construct a visitor center for the park within the current park boundary near the administrative complex at the north end of the site.  It is important to note that funding is not currently available for this project and must be requested through appropriate channels. Operational expenses would be requested through appropriate channels when required by implementation of the plan. A funding source has not yet been identified. 


Approximately ⅔ of the visitor parking lot would be removed and the area would be contoured and grassed to match the existing fort green and glacis (the sloping grassed area near the fort). 


Three casemates in the fort would have their non-historic administrative uses removed and the resulting rooms would be returned to their previous condition and made available for interpretive uses.


The sidewalk along Highway A1A would be widened and benches and wayside exhibits would be added to enhance the visitor experience.


The ticket booth and sales function would be relocated away from the fort entrance. 








Alternative C (New Preferred Alternative)





In response to Public Law 108-480 NPS would construct a visitor center for the park in the Spanish Quarter of St. Augustine.  It is important to note that funding is not currently available for this project and must be requested through appropriate channels.  Land for the project would be sought through donation.  Operational expenses would be requested through appropriate channels when required by implementation of the plan. A funding source for operational expenses has not yet been identified. 


Part of the visitor parking lot would be removed and the area would be contoured and grassed to match the existing fort green and glacis (specific size and configuration would be determined in a later planning and design phase).  In the Draft GMP/EIS the proportion of parking lot proposed to be removed was approximately 75%.


Three casemates in the fort would have their non-historic administrative uses removed and the resulting rooms would be returned to their previous condition and made available for interpretive uses. In the Draft GMP/EIS this effort would have been limited to two casemates.


The sidewalk along Highway A1A would be widened slightly to improve the safety of visitors walking from the new city parking garage to the park entrance.


The ticket booth and sales function would be relocated away from the fort. 








Alternative D (Old Preferred Alternative)





There would be no new visitor center in this alternative.


The parking lot would remain in its current configuration. 


Three casemates in the fort would have their non-historic administrative uses removed and the resulting rooms would be returned to their previous condition and made available for interpretive uses.


The ticket booth and sales function would be relocated away from the fort entrance.
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Castillo de San Marcos National Monument – Aerial view looking NNE.





 The official newsletter of the Castillo de San Marcos General Management Plan • Issue 4, Fall 2006 • Page 2








What Happens Now?





The NPS is proposing to issue a Final GMP/EIS with a new preferred alternative instead of the one proposed in the Draft GMP/EIS. This newsletter is being published and distributed to notify the public of that change and to give all interested parties an additional comment opportunity.  The comment period will begin on December 15, 2006 and will end on January 15, 2007. 





Comments may be mailed to:





David Libman


National Park Service


Southeast Regional Office


100 Alabama Street, 1924 Bldg.


Atlanta, GA 30303





Comments will also be accepted directly through the Internet by directing your web browser to the following URL address:





� HYPERLINK "http://parkplanning.nps.gov" ��http://parkplanning.nps.gov�





Under the “Choose a Park” drop-down window, find Castillo de San Marcos National Monument and then click “Go”.





It is the practice of the NPS to make all comments, including names and addresses of respondents who provide that information, available for public review following the conclusion of the review and comment (NEPA) process. Individuals may request that he NPS withhold their name and/or address from public disclosure. If you wish to do this, you must state this prominently at the beginning of your comment.


Commenters using the website may make such a request by checking the box “keep my contact information private.” NPS will honor such requests to the extent allowable by law, but you should be aware that NPS may still be required to disclose your name and address pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act. We will make all submissions from organizations or businesses, and from individuals identifying themselves as representative or officials of organizations or business, available for public inspection in their entirety.





This method for public comment submittal stems from court rulings concerning release of public comments, and is included as recommended by the Office of the Solicitor, Department of the Interior.
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Castillo de San Marcos Ticket Booth at the Fort Entrance
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