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ATTACHMENT A 
 

 
Specific Comments on Draft General Management Plan 

 
 

Page 31, Table 2, column 1, row 1:   Replace with “Number of unauthorized vehicles and pedestrians 
within ‘authorized access only’ areas”  
 
Page 31, Table 2, column 3, row 1:   Add “………and pedestrians” 
 
Page 33, lines 21 through………..:    Include specific descriptions of the management zones 
 
Page 84, Table 12, column 2, row 22:   Replace “coatwhip” with “coachwhip” 
 
Page 86, line 46:   Delete “……….which is enforced by the USFWS”  
 
Pages 86-87, Table 14:   Delete references to Florida scrub-jay and hawksbill sea turtle 
 
Page 110, Table 17:   Delete references to Florida scrub-jay and hawksbill sea turtle 
 
Page 128, line 5:   Insert “The operation of motor vehicles on the beach affects sea turtle nesting by 
interrupting or striking a female turtle on the beach, headlights disorienting or misorienting emergent 
hatchlings, vehicles running over hatchlings attempting to reach the ocean, and vehicle tracks traversing 
the beach that interfere with hatchlings crawling to the ocean.  Hatchlings appear to become diverted not 
because they cannot physically climb out of the rut (Hughes and Caine 1994), but because the sides of the 
track cast a shadow and the hatchlings lose their line of sight to the ocean horizon (Mann 1977).  The 
extended period of travel required to negotiate tire tracks and ruts may increase the susceptibility of 
hatchlings to dehydration and depredation during migration to the ocean (Hosier et al. 1981).  Driving on 
the beach can cause sand compaction which may result in adverse impacts on nest site selection, digging 
behavior, clutch viability, and emergence by hatchlings, decreasing nest success and directly killing pre-
emergent hatchlings (Mann 1977, Nelson and Dickerson 1987, Nelson 1988).   
 
The physical changes and loss of plant cover caused by vehicles on dunes can lead to various degrees of 
instability, and therefore encourage dune migration.  As vehicles move either up or down a slope, sand is 
displaced downward, lowering the trail.  Since the vehicles also inhibit plant growth, and open the area to 
wind erosion, dunes may become unstable, and begin to migrate.  Unvegetated sand dunes may continue 
to migrate across stable areas as long as vehicle traffic continues.  Vehicular traffic through dune breaches 
or low dunes on an eroding beach may cause an accelerated rate of overwash and beach erosion (Godfrey 
et al. 1978).  If driving is required, the area where the least amount of impact occurs is the beach between 
the low and high tide water lines.  Vegetation on the dunes can quickly reestablish provided the 
mechanical impact is removed.”  
 
 
Page 148, Table:   Delete references to Florida scrub-jay and hawksbill sea turtle 
 
Page 149, lines 77-80:  Provide update on 12-month status review finding on wood stork 
 
Page 149, lines 86-88:  Replace with “……..occurs primarily at the northern (Anastasia State Park and 
southern (Fort Matanzas) ends of its range, and at isolated sites in-between   
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Page 151, Lines 70-97:   Delete  
 
Page 152, lines 20-23:  Delete, Include updated information on the listing revision from the single global 
threatened species to a listing of nine Distinct Population Segments (DPS).  Loggerheads that nest on Fort 
Matanzas National Monument belongs to the Northwest Atlantic Ocean DPS and are listed as threatened. 
More information can be found at the following weblink: http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/pdfs/fr/fr76-
58868.pdf 
 
Page 155, line 14:   Update Federal status using the following link 
http://www.fws.gov/northflorida/Releases-11/20110726_nr_Gopher_Tortoise-12-
month_Warranted_but_Precluded_Finding_Eastern_Portion_of_range.html 
 
Page 158 – 159:   Insert  
 
Godfrey, P.J., S.P. Leatherman, and P.A. Buckley.  1978.  Impact of off-road vehicles on coastal 

ecosystems.  Pages 581-599 in Coastal Zone ’78 Symposium on Technical, Environmental 
Socioeconomic and Regulatory Aspects of Coastal Zone Management.  Vol. II, San Francisco, 
California. 

 
Hughes, A.L. and E.A. Caine.  1994.  The effects of beach features on hatchling loggerhead sea turtles.  

Pages 237 in Bjorndal, K.A., A.B. Bolten, D.A. Johnson, and P.J. Eliazar (compilers).  
Proceedings of the Fourteenth Annual Symposium on Sea Turtle Biology and Conservation.  
NOAA Technical Memorandum NMFS-SEFSC-351. 

 
Mann, T.M.  1977.  Impact of developed coastline on nesting and hatchling sea turtles in southeastern 

Florida.  Unpublished Master of Science thesis.  Florida Atlantic University, Boca Raton, Florida. 
 
Nelson, D.A. and D.D. Dickerson.  1987.  Correlation of loggerhead turtle nest digging times with beach 

sand consistency.  Abstract of the 7th Annual Workshop on Sea Turtle Conservation and Biology.  
 
Nelson, D.A.  1988.  Life history and environmental requirements of loggerhead turtles.  U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service Biological Report 88(23).  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers TR EL-86-2 (Rev.) 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/pdfs/fr/fr76-58868.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/pdfs/fr/fr76-58868.pdf
http://www.fws.gov/northflorida/Releases-11/20110726_nr_Gopher_Tortoise-12-month_Warranted_but_Precluded_Finding_Eastern_Portion_of_range.html
http://www.fws.gov/northflorida/Releases-11/20110726_nr_Gopher_Tortoise-12-month_Warranted_but_Precluded_Finding_Eastern_Portion_of_range.html
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