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Elk Management Alternative Development Meetings Are Canceled 
The alternative development workshops for the Theodore Roosevelt National Park Elk Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement have been canceled. The workshops were originally scheduled for February 21 in Medora and the 22nd in Bismarck.

“We scheduled the workshops to allow interested members of the public an opportunity to help refine the draft alternatives that we had developed for elk management in Theodore Roosevelt National Park,” said Superintendent Valerie Naylor. “However, due to the sudden announcement that the North Dakota Game and Fish Department (NDGFD) is no longer a cooperating agency in this process, we believe it will be more productive to conduct workshops or public meetings at a later date.”     

The National Park Service is developing an Elk Management Plan and Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to analyze a range of alternatives for managing the growing elk herd in the park. None of the draft alternatives includes opening the park to hunting, as it is contrary to Federal laws governing national parks. The NDGFD has asked the park to include an alternative that allows “public participation” in removing elk from the park.

“We are disappointed that the North Dakota Game and Fish Department is unable to support alternatives that do not involve some form of public hunting in the park,” said Naylor.  “However, we understand that the mission of the North Dakota Game and Fish Department is different from that of the National Park Service and we respect their position.”

It would literally take an Act of Congress to change the laws concerning hunting in national parks, including Theodore Roosevelt National Park, so that is not a reasonable or legal alternative that the park can pursue in the EIS.  Management of elk in the park is a complex issue that will require a multi-faceted solution.

“We support hunting outside the boundaries of the national park,” said Naylor.  “All of the alternatives we are considering include working with the state to maximize elk hunting opportunities outside park boundaries.”

The EIS process will continue on schedule.  Public meetings on the draft alternatives will be scheduled throughout the state when the Draft Elk Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement is completed.
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