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Draft Preliminary Alternatives 

The alternatives below are draft concepts, and the purpose of the public meeting on March 30 is to receive 

input to refine viable alternatives for consideration by the NPS. It is expected that the alternatives below 

will evolve as a result of public input, which will then be thoroughly evaluated through the development of 

the Plan. 

Draft Alternative A -No Action 
Stewardship would continue under current Management Plans; population objective of 35 - 60 horses and 

up to 12 longhorn steers. Would require ongoing capture, handling, and sale of excess horses, along with 

contraception of some segment of the horse herd. 

Draft Alternative B - Reduction of Herds Over Time to No Livestock 
Would require gathering and sale of young horses (::;3 years of age), fertility control of remaining animals, 

and release of most horses to live out their lives in the Park. Longhorn steer would be allowed to live out 

their lives in the Park. 

Draft Alternative C-Non-Reproductive Herds at South Unit and North Unit 
Would require gathering and sale of young horses (::;3 years of age), fertility control of remaining animals, 

and release of most horses to live out their lives in the Park. A subset of 15 - 30 non-reproductive horses 

would be placed in a new pasture in the South Unit for visitor viewing and maintained at determined 

numbers over time by introduction of new non-reproductive animals. Longhorn steer would be placed in a 

new pasture in the North Unit, separate from bison, and maintained at 5 -15 animals by introduction of 

additional non-reproductive animals over time. 

Draft Alternative D-Non-Reproductive Herds at South Unit and Elkhorn Unit 

Same as Alternative C, except that longhorn steer would be placed in a new pasture at the Elkhorn Unit and 

maintained at 5 -15 animals by introduction of additional non-reproductive animals over time. 

Draft Alternative E -Reproductive Herds of Horses and Cattle 
Would require gathering and sale of some young horses (:s;3 years of age), fertility control of a subset of the 

herd, maintaining a representative group of reproductive horses, and release to the South Unit of the Park. 

Horse numbers would be maintained at 30 - 70 animals through reproduction and introduction of new 

reproductive animals. Longhorn cattle would be placed in a new pasture in the North Unit, separate from 

bison, and maintained at 15 -40 animals by introduction of additional reproductive animals over time. A 

genetic management plan would be developed for both species. 

Draft Alternative F - Non-Reproductive Herd of Horses and Removal of Cattle 

Would require gathering and sale of young horses (::;3 years of age), fertility control of remaining animals, 

and release of most horses at large in the South Unit of the Park. Horse numbers would be maintained at 30 

-70 animals over time by introduction of additional non-reproductive animals. Longhorn steer would be 

removed from Park lands.
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