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GLOSSARY

Adaptive Use — A use for a structure or landscape other than its historic use, 
normally entailing some modifi cation of the structure or landscape.

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation — The advisory council is an 
independent federal agency that promotes the preservation, enhancement, and 
productive use of our nation’s historic resources, and advises the president and 
Congress on national historic preservation policy. As directed by National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966,  as amended, the advisory council serves as the primary 
federal policy advisor to the president and Congress; recommends administrative 
and legislative improvements for protecting our nation’s heritage; advocates full 
consideration of his toric values in federal decision-making; and reviews federal 
programs and policies to pro mote eff ectiveness, coordination, and con sistency 
with national preservation policies.

Archeological Resource — Any ma terial remains or physical evidence of past 
human life or activities of archeological interest, including the record of the eff ects 
of human activities on the environment. The records can revealing scientifi c or 
humanistic information through archeological research (DO-28).

Backcountry — Areas of the park that are not developed, including wilderness 
zones an d river zones.

Cultural Landscape — A geog raphical area, including cultural and natural 
resources and the  wildlife or domes tic animals therein, associated with a historic 
event, activity, or person, or exhibiting other cultural or aesthetic values (DO-28). 
Four general types of cultural landscape (not mutually exclusive) are recognized, 
which are:

• Historic site is a landscape signifi cant for its association with a historic event, 
activity, or person.

• Historic designed landscape, which is a landscape signifi cant as a design 
or work, is consciously designed and laid out either by a master gardener, 
landscape architect, architect, or horticulturist to a design principle, or by 
an owner or other amateur according to a recognized style or tradition. It 
has a historical association with a signifi cant person, trend, or move ment in 
landscape gardening or archi tecture, or a signifi cant relationship to the theory 
or practice of landscape architecture.

• Historic vernacular landscape whose use, construction, or physical 
layout refl ects endemic traditions, customs, beliefs, or values in which the 
expression of cultural values, social behavior, and individual actions over time 
is manifested in physical features and materials and their interrelationships, 
including patterns of spatial organization, land use, circulation, vegetation, 
structu res, and objects; in which the physical, biological, and cultural features 
refl ect the customs and everyday lives of people.
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• Ethnographic landscape is an area containing a variety of natural and cultural 
resources that ass ociated people defi ne as heritage resources, including plant 
and animal communities, geographic features, and structures, each with their 
own special local names.

Cultural Resource — An asp ect of a cultural system that is valued by or 
signifi cantly representative of a culture or that contains signifi cant information 
about a culture. A cultural resource may be a tangible entity or a cultural practice. 
Tangible cultural resources are categorized as districts, sites, buildings, structures, 
and objects for the national register; and as  archeological resources, cultur al 
landscapes, struct ures, museum objects, and ethnographic resources for NPS  
management purposes.

Estuarine — Estuarine refers to something related to or in an estuary.

Ethnographic Landscape — Areas containing a variety of natural and cultural 
resources that ass ociated people defi ne as heritage resources, including plant and 
animal communities, geographic features, and structures, each with their own 
special local names.

Ethnographic Resource — A site , structure, object, landscape, or natural 
resource feature  assigned traditional legendary, religious, subsistence, or other 
signifi cance in the cultural system of a group traditionally associated with it. 
Ethnographic resources eligible for listing in the national register are know n as 
traditional cultural properties (DO-28).

Frontcountry — Nonwilderness areas of the park where park facilities and 
concession facilities may be located.

Historic District — A geog raphically defi nable area, urban or rural, possessing a 
signifi cant concentration, linkage, or continuity of sites, landscapes, structures, or 
objects, united by past events or aesthetically by plan or physical developments. A 
district also may be composed of individual elements separated geographically but 
linked by association or history (DO-28).

List of Classifi ed Structures (LCS) — The LCS is the primary computerized 
database containing informa tion about historic and prehistoric structures in 
which the National Park Service has or plans to acquire legal interest. Properties 
included in the list are either in or eligible for listing in the national register, or are 
 to be treated as cultural resources by law,  policy, or a decision reached through the 
planning process even though they do not meet all national register requirements 
(DO-28).

Minimum Requirement — The minimum requirement concept is a documented 
process used to determine whether administrative activities aff ecting wilderness 
resource s or visitor experience are nece ssary, identify the minimum tool needed to 
eff ectively accomplish the task, and how to minimize impacts from such activities.
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Museum Collection — Assemb lage of objects, works of art, historic documents, 
and/or natural history specimen s collected according to a rational scheme and 
maintained so they can be preserved, studied, and interpreted for public benefi t. 
Museum collections normally are kept in park museums, although they also may 
be maintained in archeological and historic preservation centers (DO-28).

Museum Object — A material thing possessing functional, aesthetic, cultural, 
symbolic, and/or scientifi c value, usually movable by nature or design. Museum 
objects include prehistoric and historic objects, artifacts, works of art, archival 
material, and natural history specimen s that are part of a museum collection (DO-
28). 

National Register of Historic Places — The co mprehensive federal listing of 
nationally, regionally, or locally signifi cant districts, sites, buildings, structures, 
and objects of national, regional, state, and local signifi cance in American history, 
architecture, archeology, engineering, and culture kept by the National Park 
Service under authority of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966. 

Potential Wilderness Area — L ands surrounded by or adjacent to lands 
proposed for wilderness designation, but that do not themselves qualify for 
immediate designation due to temporary nonconforming or incompatible 
conditions. 

Preservation — The act or process of applying measures to sustain the existing 
form, integrity, and material of a historic structure, landsca pe, or object. Work may 
include preliminary measures to protect and stabilize the property, but generally 
focuses on the ongoing preservation, maintenance, and repair of historic materials 
and features rather than extensive replacement and new work (DO-28).

Preservation Maintenance — Action to mitigate wear and deterioration of a 
historic property without altering its historic character by protecting its condition, 
repairing when its condition warrants (with the least degree of intervention, 
including limited replacement in-kind), replacing an entire feature in-kind when 
the level of deterioration or damage of materials precludes repair, and stabilization 
to protect damaged materials or features from additional damage (DO-28). 

Rehabilitation — The act or process of making possible an effi  cient compatible 
use for a historic structure or lands cape through repair, alterations, and additions 
while preserving those portions or features that convey its historical, cultural, and 
architectural values (DO-28).

Restoration — (1) Th e act or process of accurately depicting the form, features, 
and character of a historic structure, landsca pe, or object as it appeared at a 
particular period of time by means of the removal of features from other periods 
in its history and reconstruction of missing features from the restoration period; 
or (2) the resulting structure, landscape, or object (DO-28).

Stabilization — See Preservation Maintenance defi nition.
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Section 106 — Refers  to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation 
Act of 1966,  which requires federal agencies to take into account the eff ects of 
their proposed under takings on properties included or eligible for inclusion in 
the national register and give  the advisory council a reasonable opportunity to 
comment on the proposed undertakings (DO-28).

State Historic Preservation Offi  cer — An offi  cial in each state appointed by 
the governor to administer the state historic preservation program and carry out 
certain responsibilities relating to federal undertakings in the state (DO-28).

Structure — Structures are constructed works, usually immovable by nature or 
design, consciously created to serve some human activity. Examples are buildings 
of various kinds, monuments, dams, roads, railroad tracks, canals, millraces, 
bridges, tunnels, locomotives, nautical vessels, stockades, forts and associated 
earthworks, Indian mounds,  ruins, fences, and outdoor sculptures. In the national 
register program,  “structure” is limited to functional constructions other than 
buildings (DO-28).

Traditional Cultural Properties — A property associated with cultural practices 
or beliefs of a living community that are rooted in that community’s history or are 
important in maintaining its cultural identity. Traditional cultural properties are 
ethnographic resources eligibl e for listing in the national register (DO-28). 

Wilderness — The co ngressionally designated Olympic Wilderness.

Wilder ness Characte r — Includes the physical attributes of a land unmanipulated 
by humans, and also many intangible values like outstanding opportunities for 
solitude, or primitive and unconfi ned recreation and all of its components.

Wilderness Eligibil ity Study — All NPS-administered lands, including 
new units or additions to existing units since 1964, will be evaluated for 
their eligibility for inclusion in the national wilderness preservation system. 
Additionally, lands originally assessed as ineligible for wilderness because of 
nonconforming or incompatible uses must be reevaluated if the nonconforming 
uses have been terminated or removed. A wilderness eligibility assessment 
will consist of a memorandum from the regional director to the NPS director 
that makes a managerial determination as to the eligibility of the park lands for 
wilderness designation.

NPS lands will be considered eligible for wilderness if they  are at least 5,000 
acres or of suffi  cient size to make practicable their preservation and use in an 
unimpaired condition, and if they possess the following characteristics (as 
identifi ed in the Wilderness Act): 

• the earth and its community of life are untrammeled by humans, where humans 
are visitors and do not remain;
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• the area is undeveloped and retains its primeval character and infl uence 
without permanent improvements or human habitation; 

• the area generally appears to have been aff ected primarily by the forces of 
nature, with the imprint of humans’ work substantially unnoticeable; 

• the area is protected and managed so as to preserve its natural conditions; 

• the area off ers outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and 
unconfi ned type of recreation; and 

• may also contain ecological, geological, or other features of scientifi c, 
educational, scenic, or historical value. 

Lands that have been logged, farmed, grazed, mined, or otherwise used in ways 
not involving extensive development or alteration of the landscape also may be 
considered eligible for wilderness designat ion if, at the time of assessment, the 
eff ects of these activities are substantially unnoticeable or their wilderness character 
may be maintained or restored through appropriate management actions. 

The established use of motorboats, snowmobiles, or aircraft does not make 
an area ineligible for wilderness. The nat ure and extent of any impacts on the 
environment and on eligibility, and the extent to which the impacts can be 
mitigated will need to be addressed in subsequent wilderness studies, along with 
possibly discontinuing the use.

Wilderness Values —  The i ntrinsic values of wilderness, which can be defi ned as 
the important benefi ts of wilderness. The Wilderness Act includes the following 
values of wilderness: experiential (recreation, opportunities for solitude), 
ecological, geological, scientifi c, educational, scenic and aesthetic, and historic 
and cultural. However, other important wilderness values may include spiritual, 
economic, and symbolic.



GLOSSARY OF TERMS FOR MAINTAINED TRAILS

The trai l classifi cation system f or Olympic National Park is based on the intended 
purpose of the trail, type, and volume of use, terrain, and whether or not it 
is maintained. The two major categories of routes are main tained trails and 
nonm aintained designated paths and routes. Maintained trails include six classes: 
1) Nature, 2) All-Purpose, 3) Multipurpose Bicycle, 4) Seco ndary, 5) Foot, and 6) 
Primitive. Some trails will be handicap accessible. 

Offi  cially recognized paths or routes  that generally receive no maintenance include: 1) 
Way Trails , 2) Social Trails , 3) Winter Trails  (unplowed roads), 4) Routes, and 5) Beach 
Routes . Defi nitions for the 11 use classes of trails , paths, and routes are: 

MAINTAINED TRAILS 

Nature Trails  — These trails are generally paved (outside of wilderness ) or 
gravel surfaced, and are designed for large numbers of relatively inexperienced 
users. Stock are prohibited except for occasional administrative use, or 
when a nature trail is the only trail available for stock to access  all-purpose 
or secondary trails. Nature trails are maintained to a standard for higher use 
volumes.

All-Purpose Trails  — These trails are main routes ; they are open to hikers and 
stock, and are maintained to a standard for stock travel.

Multipurpose Bicycle  Trails  — Located outside of wilderness , these trails are 
open to hikers, stock, and bicycles, and are maintained to all-purpose standards.

Secondary Trails  — These trails are open to hikers and stock, and will 
be maintained to a standard for foot travel. These trails are designed for 
experienced horses and riders. 

Foot Trails  — These trails are open to hikers, and are maintained to a standard 
for foot travel. They are closed to stock, except for occasional administrative use.

Primitive Trails  — These trails are open to hikers only, for high elevation or 
low use area access . Primitive trails include both constructed trails and trails 
established by continual use. These trails have minimal improvements — 
enough to protect the resources. Occasional maintenance is performed, as time 
and budget allow, to keep routes  open and protect the resources.

Universally Accessible Trails  — These trails are accessible to and usable by 
people with disabilities .

DESIGNATED PATHS AND ROUTES (GENERALLY NOT MAINTAINED)

 Way Trails  — These offi  cially recognized paths, generally established by 
previous use, are open to hikers. In sections with no established paths, routes  
may be marked for resource protection. Maintenance is performed for resource 
protection only. 
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  Social Trails  — These paths, generally found in campsite or day use areas, 
provide access  to water, toilets, campsites, views, or the main trail. The paths are 
of minimum size. Maintenance is performed for resource protection only. 

 Winter Trails  — This trail class is a seasonal designation for roads that are 
covered in snow in winter, usually at high elevations. They are closed to vehicular 
traffi  c  and open to snowshoe and ski travel in winter. 

 Routes  — Routes include cross-country and mountain climbing routes. Routes 
are not marked, and the goal is for no sign of resource impacts. 

 Beach Travelways —Beaches designated as travel routes , and are open to hikers. 
Trail standards do not apply to beach routes. 
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46, 47, 48, 50, 52, 53, 56, 57, 60, 81, 82, 83, 87, 89, 91, 95, 113, 114, 115, 117, 
118, 119, 125, 127, 128, 129, 136, 143, 156, 157, 158, 159, 160, 161

wilderness trail  39, 45, 47, 50, 126
wilderness values  7, 27, 86, 113, 115, 119, 160
wildlife  8, 14, 17, 23, 25, 45, 51, 63, 64, 85, 86, 91, 103, 106, 107, 108, 115, 118, 

122, 124, 125, 156
Winter Trails  161, 162





As the nation’s principal conservation agency, the Department of the Interior has responsibility 
for most of our nationally owned public lands and natural resources. This includes fostering 
sound use of our land and water resources; protecting our fi sh, wildlife, and biological diversity; 
preserving the environmental and cultural values of our national parks and historical places; and 
providing for the enjoyment of life through outdoor recreation. The department assesses our 
energy and mineral resources and works to ensure that their development is in the best interests of 
all our people by encouraging stewardship and citizen participation in their care. The department 
also has a major responsibility for American Indian reservation communities and for people who 
live in island territories under U.S. administration.
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