CONSTRUCTION OF SIX SEMINOLE HOME SITES

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

REQUEST FOR SCOPING COMMENTS

The National Park Service (NPS) is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) for proposed construction of six traditional home sites for occupancy by members of the Seminole Tribe of Florida.  This effort will be conducted in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act, Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations Parts 1500-1508, Department of the Interior Departmental Manual 516, and NPS Director’s Order #12 and Handbook.  As part of the scoping process, we are soliciting comments from agencies, tribes, organizations, and individuals concerning issues and alternatives they would like us to consider and their rationale for suggesting they be analyzed.
The EA will analyze the effects of an action alternative, which is the preferred alternative, and the no action alternative, i.e., no construction.  The preferred alternative would involve expansion of six existing filled areas (see map) into adjacent wetlands to the extent necessary to accommodate chickees, ceremonial and garden areas, bathhouses with associated septic tanks/drain fields, and local setback requirements.  The total amount of fill in wetlands for the six sites would be approximately 5.95 acres.  The wetlands filled would be mitigated by the Seminole Tribe through payment into a regional mitigation bank. An application for an Environmental Resource Permit for this project has been submitted to the South Florida Water Management District.
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