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Historic Enchanted Valley Chalet Threatened by Changing River Channel; Park Seeks Public Input Regarding Possible Protection Measures

Olympic National Park is seeking input regarding the future of the historic Enchanted Valley chalet, located along the East Fork Quinault River in the southwestern corner of the park.  Last October’s heavy rains dramatically changed the East Fork Quinault River’s channel through Enchanted Valley, bringing it to within 20 feet of the chalet.  Prior to the autumn storms, the river’s path was approximately 170 feet from the chalet.  

Located 13 miles up trail from the Graves Creek trailhead, the chalet was built in the early 1930s, prior to establishment of Olympic National Park and served as a lodge for hikers and horse riders in Enchanted Valley.  Today, Enchanted Valley remains a popular wilderness destination, and is used as a backcountry ranger station and emergency shelter for hikers.  The chalet is eligible for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places.  

Because of the immediate threat to the chalet and the need for maintenance and rehabilitation to the historic building, the National Park Service will prepare an environmental assessment (EA) to identify and evaluate feasible alternatives, including no action, for chalet preservation.  The EA will include an analysis of the predicted future actions of the river.  

Olympic National Park is seeking public feedback on issues related to the future of the Enchanted Valley chalet, and potential alternatives.  Input received during this initial "scoping" period will be used to help identify issues and concerns that will be addressed in an upcoming EA, which will examine the environmental effects of alternative management actions for the chalet’s future.  Additional public comment will be invited when the EA is released for review this coming fall.

Comments should be sent to the following address no later than July 2, 2004.




Superintendent – Enchanted Valley Scoping




Olympic National Park




600 East Park Avenue




Port Angeles, WA  98362




Fax: 360-565-3015




Website: http://parkplanning.nps.gov




Email: olym_ea@nps.gov

Comments may also be submitted on-line by visiting http://parkplanning.nps.gov, the website for the National Park Service’s new Planning Environment and Public Comment system (PEPC).   Olympic National Park has been selected as a pilot park for testing this new program and encourages interested members of the public to help test it by visiting and using the website.  

Public comments, including names and home addresses of respondents, are considered public information and may be made available for public review.  Individual respondents may request that their home address be withheld; individuals who wish their names and/or addresses to be withheld must state this prominently at the beginning of their comments. Comments from organizations or businesses, and from individuals identifying themselves as representatives or officials of organizations or businesses, are available for public inspection in their entirety.

The East Fork Quinault trail, which leads to Enchanted Valley, sustained extensive damage this past winter, including severe washouts and damaged or missing foot bridges.  The Graves Creek trailhead bridge is under repair and not yet open for public use.  The trip is considered difficult, and will require more time than usual.  Stream fording and cross country travel are necessary.  For current information on trail conditions, hikers are urged to call or visit the Olympic National Park Wilderness Information Center at (360)-565-3100 or click on the “trail conditions” link at www.nps.gov/olym/, the Olympic National Park website.
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