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Olympic National Park News Release
October 4, 2004
For Immediate Release

Barb Maynes  (360) 565-3005
Environmental Assessment for Rehabilitation of Hurricane Ridge Road Now Available; Public Comment Invited

The Environmental Assessment (EA) for Rehabilitation of the Hurricane Ridge Road was released today, announced Olympic National Park Superintendent Bill Laitner. 
The EA analyzes the effects of rehabilitating and resurfacing 17.6 miles of the Hurricane Ridge Road, from its intersection with the Mt. Angeles Road in Port Angeles to the Hurricane Ridge Visitor Center.  Public input submitted during the scoping period last January was used to develop the EA.
“Over 350,000 people visit Hurricane Ridge each year,” said Superintendent Bill Laitner.  “Maintaining safe access to this area is vital, and we invite the public’s comments and suggestions on our road repair proposal.”

The project would include resurfacing the road, the Hurricane Ridge parking lot and the pullouts along the road.  In some areas, the road base may require reconstruction, especially where the road has settled.  Also proposed is a minor reconfiguration of the road’s intersection with Mount Angeles Road to reduce confusion and cut down on the number of motorists who miss the turn to Hurricane Ridge.

The Hurricane Ridge Road was built in the late 1950s and was last resurfaced in the early 1980s.  Since then, the road has deteriorated; in many areas, both the road and adjacent shoulders have settled unevenly.  Ruts and potholes have also developed.  

Construction on this proposed project would begin in 2005, continuing in 2006 if necessary.  

(more)

The EA may be reviewed online at the new National Park Service planning web site at http://parkplanning.nps.gov, or by clicking on “Management Docs” at the Olympic National Park website, www.nps.gov/olym.  

Printed copies of the document are available by calling the park at 360-565-3004.
Written comments may be submitted online at the National Park Service Park Planning website, http://parkplanning.nps.gov.  Comments may also be sent via email or by mailing them to the park at the address shown below.  Comments will be accepted through November 5, 2004.
Commenters should be aware that their comments, including names and home addresses, are considered public information and may be released to the public.  However, individual commenters may request that their name and home address be withheld from public release by stating this in their comment letter.   

Comments may be sent to: 
Superintendent

Olympic National Park

600 East Park Avenue 

Port Angeles, WA 98362-9798 

Attn: Rehabilitate Hurricane Ridge Road 

http://parkplanning@nps.gov 
olym_ea@nps.gov
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