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Executive Summary

National Mall Liberty Fund DQLiberty Fund DC)asked the National Capital Memorial Advisory Commission (NCMAC) for advice on eight
(8) potential sites for the National Liberty Memorialduring the meeting of July 23, 2013The Site Selection Report is available at the
website of the National Park Servce (NPS), NCMAGocuments: http://parkplanning.nps.gov/document.cfm?documentiD=50005.

The Commissioners commented on six (6) of the sites and suggested an additional one for consitien. The most comments were
reserved for the Jamie L. Whitten Buildingwhich is owned by the General Services Administration (GSA) and managed by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA)) T A 1 AOOAO O1 , EAAOOU &OT A $# 1 &£ 1 AOT ARAO cuyh c¢mp
ACOAAA OEAO OEA nu OEOAh TAAO OEA 5 838 T WbhittoRuildikd cOrreitlyds dt thexepdial OO OA
list of preferred sites because ofts unobstructed views of the Washington Monument and theroximity of the site to the future National
Museumof African American History and Culturel NMAAHC) More than any other, this sitecould convey to visitors the unequivocal

story of the fulfillment of the principles of the Declaration of IndependenceSharing the site with an historic building that represents

'i AOEAASGO ACOEAOI OOOAI DHPAOGOh 111 U AdmbnAtiét® theEesbie offfiiedn Aihdricadsh travél thed A A1
rough road,from enslaved plantation workers to patriotsand soldiers, second clas<itizens, elected officials and president of th&JSA

The onlyreasonablealternative, Freedom Plaza, presents significant complications, particularly construction costs and the level of other
improvements required to reinvigorate the property. A reimagination of the site even onethat retains the positive attributes of the
design, would impose considerable shortterm adverse impacts on downtown Washington, DCHowever, while Freedom Plaza presents
enormous challenges beyond the scope of the National Liberty Memorials one Commissioner accurately observethe rewards of anew
ONational4 T x T 3 N-Gabable 6f meeting the demands of time and usage beyond the mere 30 years of the current scheraee
exceptional. Whether the National Liberty Memorial is the catalyst for such a transformation remains to lwetermined. Qher cities, like
Bostonand Chicagoamong others,havefashionedcompelling spacedrom dreary onesthat now accommodateboth large gatherings and
shadedsolitary visits. They tapped into the potential of the underground to subsidizand transform the above-ground space In doing so,
they increased spacedor a larger range ofactivities while generating sustaining fundsfrom what was a hidden resourceunderfoot.

Liberty Fund DC reviewed the transcript of the meeting of July 23 and the letter 8fE AE Oi AT - AU OEAO A@bl AET O OE
considerations. At the upcoming meeting of December 12, we will review (1) the comments and advice of NCMAC; (2) potenities$ s
suggested for additional review; (3) a slide presentation of preferred sites) conceptual design alternatives at preferred sites; and (5)
the special demands of théandscape and desigmof the Jamie L. Whitten Building

We will ask NCMACto (1) OAA £Z£ZEOiI OEA ODPOAAI ET AT O E E G6&ith® Estod/ | and\(2) khaké afayQrable C OE C1
recommendation of a preferred site.
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http://parkplanning.nps.gov/document.cfm?documentID=50005

Presentation of December 12, 2013

. Summary of NCMACmeeting of July 23,2013

A CommissioneO domments

A Walt Whitman Park

A Reservation 113 (Virginia and Maryland Avenues)
A Belvedere

2AAEEEOI AGETT 1T £ OEA OPOAAIET AT O EEOOT OEAAT AT A
War era

. Slide presentation of preferred sites (reverse order)

A #3 Interior South Triangle (NPS)

A #2 Freedom Plaza (NPS)

A #1 Jamie L. Whitten Building (GSA)

. Discussion of the Olmstead landscape plan and design considerations for the Jamie L. Whitten Building

. Discussion of conceptual design alternatives at preferred sites

. Request for a favorable recommendation of the Jamie L. Whitten Building as the preferred site
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Background

National Mall Liberty Fund DC is authorized byhe National Defense Authorization Act of 2013, Pulz Law 112-239, to establish a

memorial in either Area | or Area Il of Washington, DC. The memorial would honor the contributions of African Americans ket

2A01T 1 OOETTAOU 7A0 AT A EI T Oi ETAOA OEA 111¢c O00006cci A O AAEEAOA OE
Our Committee on Site and Design (SDC) examined 43 potential memorial sites located in and around the Monumental Core hethet

objectives:

1. Identify every available site
2. Compare sites to determine characteristics that would enable a memorial to be understood
3. Draft objective site selection criteria that identify sites having the closest association with the subject matter
4. ) AAT OEEU EAAOO OEAO AAEET A OEA AOEOAOEA AT A AOA AAPAAT A 1 £ Al
distance, proximity and sightlines to the Washington Monumerg?T 1 O A DPAT A1 860 OAT OEIT C T &£ p O 18
5. Determine how a memorial couldE A Oi T T EUA OEA PEUOEAAI AT A EEOOT OEAAI AT 1 0A@O
principles
6. Explore the benefits a memorial could derive from, and offer to, the area surrounding a site
A Site Selection Report submitted for the NCMAC meetingJafly 23, 2013, addresses eight (8) of 10 sites qualified by 18 criteria. Five
stood out as the best qualified based on proximity to the Washington Monument, symbols of the Revolutionary War and relevanilitary,
political, and civil rights history. Thesesites were submitted for the consideration oNCMAC.
A Lincoln Memorial Northwest (Site 1)
A Interior Department Triangle at Virginia Avenue (Site 2)
A Walt Whitman Park (Site 3)
A Freedom Plaza (Site 4)
A Jamie L. Whitten Building, USDA, 14th StreSite 5)
Whitten and Freedom Plaza ranked highest, based on scores of qualified, excellent and exceptional. Whitten ranked exceptiorad
categories. Freedom Plaza ranked excellent or above in 14 categories. Freedom Plaza has 12 sightlines to relevant histeiyding the
001 AGEE - Ai 1T OEAI 8 (1 xAOGAOh TTA T £ TEEOOAT 80 OE@ OECEOI ETAO EO OE

Of the eight (8) sites submitted on July 23, Commissioners commented six. The most comments were reserved for the Jamie L. Whitten
Building. They wereoverwhelmingly positive.
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One additional site was suggested for consideration: Belvedere, located along the Potomac River between the Lincoln Memanidithe
Kennedy Center. In addition, Chairman May suggested that the search could benefit by taking a second look at the lageoflsites to

OA

> [mh

AAOAOI ETA EZ AT U AOA xi OOE OAAT 1T OEAAOAOQETT 8 , tompaeditg 1&ciéridto $# Ol
Belvedere and reviewed the original list of 43 sites to determine if any others were worthy of the same cadsration.
Site Commission Guidance and Response
Lincoln-Memorial-Northwest (Site-1) Comments about lack of connectedness to the Mall and remoteness caused the elimination of this site.
Interior Department Triangle at Virginia While no Commissioner commented on this site, we believe its proximity to the Washington Monument and the
Avenue (Site 2) Mall entitle it to remain as a finalist site. While it is far smaller than Walt Whitman Park, adjoined by a parking lot,
off the tourist path, and inan aea associated with affairsof statt EOO OOOACET Cé DI Qikd OF
B E e e e O Uncertainty over future developmentand its unruly size and slopecaused the elimination of this sitealong with its
inscrutability with respect to where to place the memorial precinctz- costs could approach Freedom Plaza without
creating an acceptable visitor experience.
Freedom Plaza (Site 4) Although three comments were cautionary or unfavorable, one suggests that there could be potential if there were
A Pl AT O OAIT EA whatklbeadi &xists # thesheO Weldlfeve that Freedom Plaza may possess
economic possibilities that coutl subsidize its renewal
Jamie L. Whitten Building (Site 5) Favorable commentsand no negative onesaffirmed our initial decision to designate this as the preferred site
Belvedere While we concur in the beauty of this site, we areoncerned withz the dangers pedestriansvould confront by
highway traffic, the unfavorablecost-benefit ratio of minimizing the hazards, and the distance from the Washington
Monument andother defining structures. Aview to the Kennedy Center is obstruad by a roadway overpass.
ReservationH3-NMirginia—and-Mandand-Avendes A picture taken of the Whitten Building during the 1930s suggests the estence of an open view from thisite to
S the Washington Monument along Virginia Avenue. If such a view existed today, it would be easy to designate this
site a finalist, however, thereis too much uncertainty about the timing and extent of redevelopment required to
rescue this site fromobscurity.
Other sites of the original 43 We reviewed the 43 original sites, particularly those near Arlington Cemetery witpossibleviews to the
Washington Monument. However, because of their remoteness from the Mall and association with the cemetery
we determined they would not offer the same uplifting celebratory opportunityasthe three preferred sites.The
sites at and near Hains Point are compelling. However, these sites are remote from the Mall and appropriate for ¢
tall memorial that seeks to be seen from a distance.
Among other things, we tried to determine if there were any common themes runninQ E OT OCE OEA #1171 EOOET 180
Moreover, they closely track our memorial criteria. Cautionary terms were used for certain sites even while their good quigs were put
forward. We sought to understand how Commissioners sorted through éhgood and notso-good qualities of sites and applied them to
consideration of Belvedere and the reconsideration of Reservation 118/alt Whitman Parkand others:
A (ECExAU EIi DAAOg Oi AUA T £ EOAAXAUOS
A )Oi 1l AOEITd O1TT 0 O0AOU xAi1 AT11AAOAA O OEA -Alldé AT A OIT0O
A ' AAAOOEAEI EOUg OEAOA OI DPEUOEAAIT U GCAO Oi AAAAOOA 1T &£ OEA 0O
6
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#1171 AAOEOEOUG ODPOI GEIIOOAT®O OFMI OAOCERIOEDTTIAT- I- OOAOI T £ ' AOEAAIT
&1 AO6Oqg OAAUIT T A OEA OATPA T £ OEA DPOIT EAAOO
Potential: the possibility that stunningvistas will open at one site in particular (Reservation 113)

) T OAOAAOQEI 1 d OAT COEAAKT QOYEOE 1T AAOAU A

Site

Lincoln Memorial

#1 11 EOOET T AOOGGS #7111 AT 0O .#-'# -AAOGEIC 1 £

lost in the maze of freewaysnot very well connected to the Mall

) OEEITE EO60 EOOO OI OO I &£ I1 00

Walt Whitman Park

AT UOEET C OEAO 11 ¢(elypositvethitgy A Ox AOA8 EO A

undefined space, has alot of freedom as an opportunity

Freedom Plaza

if the direction would be to enhance the existing and preserve what was done, this might make sense in that location

enormously difficult, don't know what wouldhange our opinion

a distant last

I thinkitis going to be beyond the scope of what you want to do

J.L. Whitten West

has potential , worth keeping on list

| D > D D D B D> B> By >

there is alot of potential

in terms of message, proximity to the Washington monument, a#frican American History Museum, it is maybe the mos
compelling

>

I'd associate myself with the commenits favoring Whitten West

-

the Whitten site has a lot of things going for it; a lot of connections there

-

the Whitten site is marvelous; proximity tothe museum is important; integration with people’'s Garden, makes sense; it
works on a number of levels

Reservation 113

-

makes sense to hold while efforts to redevelop area fall into place.

p

the potential for enormous visibility, certainly wouldn't, have a lot of engagement with surrounding buildings, hinges on
SW Ecadlistrict

Maryland SW Ext.

an isolated location, a site for the future, but perhaps not for this one right now

Belvedere

> >

it's a question of finding the right nexus

can imagine somethinglike you're proposing at that location; hard to get to
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Sites Reconsidered
Walt Whitman Park

& £\ 2T iy oy | s, , B Although capable of improvement and the accruements of expression and beauty,

B, ' & e 1 Whitman Park lacks any visible relationships to the Revolutinary War and African

Americans A designintheveinofamAl 1 ET [ ET EAOOOA 10 A OT A
steal away some tourists from the popular spots where those elements are in

abundance. Buthe numbers would not justify the cost or considerable effort to obtain

the resources and run the gamut of a complex approval process. The locatien

central to long-standing plans to redevelopthe entire E Street Corridor, from the

Kennedy Center to Rawhs Park.

/
Walt Whitman Park
Reservation 113

Reservation 113 lacks the inspiring texture molded by the classical buildings of Freedo
Plaza or the Whitten Building. The neighborhood is sterile, barren and awkward. Itis
dominated by a federalbuilding that blocks the sunlight off the Mall and by railroad
tracks and a Metro Station. Improvementsicipated by the SW Ecoi$trict and other
plans promise to liberate the viewshed to the Washington Monument now occupied by
enormous office buildings including the Forrestal. These plans do not coincide with the
needfor Liberty Fund DC toobtain an unencumbered spacedhat is designready.

Neither Whitman Park nor Reservation 13, or their surroundings, offer clues about .

where a memorial hardscape could be located. Should a memorial at ReservatidiBbe N
oriented toward the Washington Monument, for which no view exists, or toward the U.S 4 #sx Vil ™% :
Capitol which would offer a lesser narrative? Reservation 113 (Virginia and Maryland

Avenues
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A critical drawback in the Whitman Park and Reservation 13 sites is scale. Each site seems to demand a large and grand memorial
solution -- not a modest one. These siteand their surroundings seem at odds with one another. Neither the sites nor the structures
around them suggest what, together, they might become. A corridor plan is more likely to find the solution than a single nogial.

Belvedere

Belvedere is locatel on the Potomac River about &0 miles along an uncertain trail tothe
steps of theLincoln Memorial. Ths nearly 10,000 square feesite is separated from the Mall
and the Washington Monument by a ribbon of highwaystreets and confusing trails
including the Rock Creek and Potomac Parkways and Route 50. The site is accessible
somewhat along the Rock Creek Trails, which requireswalker to be mindful of where they
are alongthe circuitous and uneven terrainleading across Lincoln Memorial Circle, Ohio
Drive SW and Rock Creek and Potomac ParkwayBEhe walk presents an adventure,
particularly for tourists whose time is limited. There are noviews of the Washington
Monument.

d

Belvedere While we concur in the beauty = y = 3 |
of this site, we are concerned e CIn et [ @ !
with the dangers pedestrians would confront by highway traffic, the Insttute of Peace. 2 e
unfavorable costbenefit ratio of minimizing the hazards, and the distance Consc,.t::;n 2
from the Washington Monument and other defining structuresThe 2 veterans
backdrop to the north, aview to the Kennedy Centeris obstructed by a %“C'eekp% Pt *

overpass connected to austing section of the Theodore Roosevelt Bridge |

There is no parking available.The passengers of aehicle stopping for a %%%

quick visit are likely to endanger the safety of other vehicles moving "g,_

southward on the Rock Creek and Potomac Pasay. This is a spoto % Lincoln ¢,
behold in a passing vehicle; its not likely to attract visitation from the 9’%,/

neighborhoodsof the Kennedy Centeand Lincoln Memorial. A memorial %

here would beforgotten except to daily commuters andoggers and hikers. -

Sand Volleybal

2
%
(]

Courts =

Memorial

; c&Qe Korean War
o Veterans

A} ;
o0 n Memorial

Lincoln Memorial to Belvedere
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Preferred Sites
Overhead Views

_,,7--"

#1 Jamie L. Whitten Building

#2 Freedom Plaza

#3 Interior South Triangle

10
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Distances, Sizes and Ownership

Walking Washington Closest African MLK Nearest Metro Acres Ft./Sq. Ft. Ownership
Distances Monument Revolutionary American Memorial ~ Station Sq. Ft
from War Memorial History Precinct
Museum (Approx.)

#1 J.L. Whitten 05 mins/0.3 05 mins 05 mins 16 mins 05 mins/ 0.3 mi 0.2 acres 160 x 86 Site  GSA
West USDA mi (Washington (Smithsonian) more or 13,560 Site

Monument) less of 0.3 6,000 Precinct
#2 Freedom 11 mins/0.6 01 min (Pulaski) 07 mins 27 mins 06 mins / 0.3 mi 0.2 acres of 453 x 143 Site  NPS
Plaza mi (Metro Center) 1.4 acres 64,764 Site

6,000 Precinct

#3 Interior at 12mins/0.6 03 mins (DAR 16 mins 18 mins 13 mins 0.7 mi 0.3z04 311 x 95 Site  NPS
Virginia & mi Constitution Hall) (Foggy Bottom) acres 13,119 Site

19th

3,000 Precinct

Interior South Trianglet3

EStNW
‘7@. §
5q

28 A
& 421, [ g
5 x 1

N A 5

’ NS

(4 - ~ Viewto Washington

Monument

aas A

This exactly 13,119 square feet site was transferred to NPS in 1969 in a land swap with
the District of Columbia. The site is bounded by a sidewalk, parking lot and the South
Interior Building that fronts on Constitution Avenue directly acrossfrom the National

Mall. The eastern boundaries are Virginia Avenue and a portion of ¥Streetat the
southwest corner of Virginia Avenue The western boundary is C Street, NW. While the
site is surrounded by symbols of international heroegSimon Bolivar and General Jose de
San Martin)and buildings that relate to affairs of state and the economy, Virginia Avenue
west has a direct viewof the Washington Monument. There is a lesser view from the
sidewalk and virtually no view from the site except partially when the leaves areff the
trees. The site offers the smallest precinct for a memorial, assuming construction would
occur at the point where the sidewalks along C Street and Virginia Avenue interconnedihe site isa short walk to DAR Constitution Hall
and a longer one ¢ the Signers Memorial and the Washington Monument. There are no obvious pedestrian hazards posed by the
placement of highways. The site falls short for the National Liberty Memarial. It is not connected to any other memorialsboiildings that
relate to the era. The memorial precinct to the south would be framed by a parking lot, which does not physically interfere with the
positioning of the memorial. There would be no reason to ask for its removal except for esthetic purposes or to expand tremoriA 1 8 O
gathering space. Any camouflaging would also cover up parts of the Interior South Building from views on Virginia Avenue.

National Liberty Memorial Site SelectiorReport, December 12, 2013

11




Freedom Plaza #2

Freedom Plaza (formerly Reservation 3233 or Western Plaza) is located in Opportunity to redevelop all or

the monumental core along the vein of power running from the White . e sk el

House to the Capitol.The site is approximately 64,000 square feet, not B LR S oA axie of

including the small square on the easterend where the General Casimi =

Pulaski statue is located. The National Liberty Memoriatould take up AN ~ ! ‘;‘;‘:

scarcely more space than the nofiunctioning fountain located at the

western end of the plaza. The memorial could consume up to 6,000 square Existing =4 S
feet over and around the fountain. No construction, other than landscaping, Fountain : {7 "Pt’w;, CERChps
would occur in the central portion of the plaza which historically has been I I I ‘I mga.‘
used for largescale public gatherings. f\:‘;:ﬂt:ﬂd '1
The site is a repository of the unfinished design of Venturi, Rausch and R

Scott Brown and the disappointment of those who see in the long, barren expanse an opportunity missed. Those architectsodised
conceptual problems and complexities inherent in the site, which was once split into two stern triangles as durable as thstory they had
witnessed along Pennsylvania Avenue. General Pulaski continues to guard his domain while Boss Sheppard can only watch frem t
sidelines of a nearby walk beside the John A. Wilson Building. There was something grand about the drive betwthose spaces before
OEAEO OTEIT AU 6A1 OOOES8O AAOECT 8 /ITA EAA OEA EAAIT ET C 001 AOGE
The designers of the National Liberty Memorial would confront this same complexity by not confronting them ali g by leaving well
AT1T O6CE Al T11AS8 001 AGEE x1 O1I' A AT 1 OET OA O1 OEAA AT A OEA Ooadkdid
vitality by the introduction of natural elements. The fountain where Sheppard might have stood wouldecome the site of the National
Liberty Memorial. No more space is necessary when you consider anything there is amplified by the broadness of PennsylvArenue
and the framing of powerful buildings. The wisdom in redesigning Freedom Plaza would beltt it design itself by returning to the

OOOEAT ¢l A6 OEA &EOAAAT T OEAU TTAA ATETUAAR T1T O AU A O AAxAU

12
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The Federal Triangleis replete with stunning classical examples, including the Willard Hotel, John A. Wilson Building, Old Post Office

Building, Department of Justice and Reagan Building. Within the classical paradigm in which they work, the design team fimitl

guidance inOEA OO O0OI O1 AET ¢ OOOOAOOOAO AT A AT O1 6A1 ET OEA , 6%l £ZAT O o1 Al
AAOGECT Dl AT O OEAO OAAE |iberty EUndOFCRBEedto codsidér dikd optis foOFfe@ddin Plaza:

Alternative | -- Memorial Only: This alternative would see the construction of the National Liberty Memaorial over the fountain on the west

OEAA 1T £ OEA bpi AUAS /IT1TU TETTO AT OI AGEA xI1 OE x1 01 A A AO PRRGOEH) AON A AA B B
Alternative Il -- Memorial and Redevelopment: This alternative would accomplish a complete redevelopment of the site. The
memorial would still not take up any more space than contemplated by Alternative I. The new plaza woulde as a guide the current
configuration to ensure the site can continud¢o be used as a place of largscale scheduledgatherings. However, the desigwould
contain green elements and areas specifically designed to attract individuals and small groups any day of the year.

Alternative Ill -- Memorial and Redevelopment with an
nox. ‘ Underground Facility: This alternative is identical to Alternative
gggﬁf@g@ = II, except that the space beneath Freedom Plaza would be excavated
for the construction of an underground cvic spaceand parking
— garage.7 EOE AEAOCET C OOAOQEI 1T OGtermOAET AAI
fﬁﬁmmsw plan would be to promote the driving of hybrid and electric vehicles.
A public private partnership would assemble the resources and
~ norTH design an underground facility siml AO O1T "1 00T 160 01 O
Square. The parking garage and other opportunities for commercial
\ S development would subsidize the redevelopment of the surface of
souTH = Freedom Plaza. With the redevelopment of the nearby Old Post
B oy Statistics Office, this sitecould offer downtown Washington an expanded
Gallery & Exhibit Space: 96,000sF  Shopping and cultural venue underground. This could also include
Diagram of Structure & Rarking: S16spacesperfioor  yersatile underground space that could be used by the District of
Parking Levels 1es0spaces ol columbia (and other neighbors) for meetings and ceremoniesThe
National ParkServicenow has on file for the December 12 meeting
a preliminary prospectusprepared pro bonoin 2009 by Reynolds Smith & Hill (RS&H)

13
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Jamie L. Whitten Building
Background
4EA 5838 $APAOOI AT O T &£ ' COEAOI OOOA DPOAT EOEAA AT %l OEOI T iSBAduryAl | OOA
01 AT %' ho 3ADOAI AAO qoh ¢mpos8 AEEO AT i DbOAEAT OEOA %! E OdsdapeOi AAT AP
including the proposed site of the National Liberty Memorial on 14th Street. Since the memorial would encompass corresporglin
improvements on a small portion of the project area, the data and methodologies necessary to identify and assess impauatijding their
beneficial or adverse nature, are identical.
USDA plans to remove the current parking lot and vegetation contributing to the obstruction of the viewshed and concurrentlyeate a
CAOAAT AT OGEOITIi AT O OEAO 1 PAT O OEA OEOA Oi OEOEOAOEITT AMMutthrs i AGEI EUAO
attending the construction of aproposed pergola that extends over much of the site are the corollary to the construction of a small
memorial. The National Liberty Memorial would add no further shorterm adverse impacts to demolition or constrution activities.
The potential for long-term beneficial impacts are exceptional. No fewer than 11 projects are under construction, ongoing or planned for
the Area of Potential Effecs (APB8 AEEO AT AO 110 ET Al OAA OE DA pehiraetef sedlirlty ped T2l A6 O ' AOA -
seamless integration of the National Liberty Memorial into the landscape of the Whitten Building (in cooperation with GSA ad8DA)
would lessen the cumulative impact of those 12 projects on Washington, DC by not adding #rer construction site to the mix.
Location
The potential memorial site is located between thenorthwest corner of the Whitten Building
and 14th Street(about 86 feet from the moat) and the distance of60 feet to the sidewalk s
along Independence Avenue The total site is approximatelyl3,560 square feet. The y Monument
memorial precinct would take up about 6,000 square feet. M
The memorial and surrounding landscapewill enhance and enliven the streetscape y, :::\:j ot
~ 1 Agricuttun,
experience. Seating and the opportunity at hand to consider how the American Revolution ¥ L
and the hunger for liberty, could spring from an agrarian economy built on slavery. Like a
seedlingemerging from the earth,the enslaved saw in the struggle for Independence a route to R Bodocoun Mermorta
freedom and citizenship. There is no avoiding reality at this location: the Washington
-1 101 AT O EI OAOO ET OEA OEU AAI OA xEEI A QEASOUTATT T AETTAOERASO I A,
industry is embedded in the Whitten architecture in form and words.
: : . : 14
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The National Liberty Memorial would not interfere with either the intent or the anticipated uses of the surrounding landscapkey the U.S.
Department of Agriculture. Construction will create no impact OAAOA O OEAT OEI OA AT OEAEDPAOAA EI

/
scheme. Grading will be minimal and equivalentt8A O AT OEAEDAOAA AU 533! 80 DPOI bi OAA AT EAT AAT A
(

xEOE 53$!h 3! AT A .03 OI A1 OOOA OEAO AOGAOU A1 AT AT O 1 &£ Oighkst 0 AT DI
standards. This includes the installatiorof the perimeter security plan, flora, signage, walkways and other necessities.
Historical Connections
,{'\ The National Liberty Memarialat the Whitten building would speak of liberty, fidelity and
OEA 1 A O HdnbdpitnindgsC Kdahy African American patriots, including some who
labored at Mount Vernon and Monticello, were engaged in farming. Even those who
remained behind to raise food and keep up plantations contributed to Independence;
they also constitutedd T OI T OO 1T AOET 1 Al xAAIl OES 3TTA T &
compensated with slaves, instead of currency or land. The general was among the leading
farmers and holders of agricultural land and free labor when called away from wealth
building to serve thenation. His plantation functioned throughout the war.
Westfagade Jamie L. Whitten Building The placement of the National Liberty Memorial athe Whitten Building would present
an opportunity for the truthful telling of agricultural history. Until the Revolutionary War, African Americans were treated asno more
than a free supply of labor to maximize the plantation profits of Washington, Jefferson and other wealthy Founding Fatheidowever, the
enslaved saw in the conflict an opportunity for liberty through fighting and acts of patriotism. They continued to fight iother wars while
OAT AET ET ¢ OEA 1 A OHilding comnpdit hroulitiide CivilwWat. @ighe dawnofE A ¢ mOE # AT OOOU ! i AOEZ
wealth (and capacity to erase inconvenient history) transformed us into a world power and, ironically, a symbol of liberty aipst
tyrannical governments. Through thel990s and over the preceding 12%ears after theEmancipation Proclamation and President
, ETAT 1180 AOAAOGEIT 1T &£ OEA OO0AI PIAGO $ADPAOOI AT Oho OEA @mentdEAEAO 1 £

African American farmers was a major factor in the diminishment of a once robusbmmunity. Although history argues it is obvious that
they should, few African Americans are likely to identify with the agrarian roots of their ancestors. More likely, they s®em as an
indicia of slavery. More Americans will come to appreciate agridtwral history if they understand the dynamics at play with national
principles, not simply the farming ingenuity of Washington or Jefferson.

15
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The National Liberty Memorial will be designed in a style harmonious
with the theory and practice of both landscape architect Frederick Law
Olmsted Jr. and building designers Rankin, Kellogg & Crane (RKC).
Franck & Lohsen Architects (F&L) of Washington, © will create a smakl
scale and modest memorial in sympathy with the BeauArts aesthetic of
OEA *AiEA ,8 7EEOOAT " OEI AET ¢8 4EA T AI
classical architectural expression and reassert this neglected landscape
as a ceequal partner of the built Mall.

4EA ODPAOGEAI AEAOAAOQOAO 1T &£ OEA TAIT OEAL »
<4 OEOEIT AT A AiT & Of Ol 7EEOOAT S0 1 OECET £
Northwest facade Jamie L. Whitten Building on Jefferson /11 O0OAAABO ET OAT O xEOE Al A AT OO APPOI B
materials, design workmanship and scale. The memorial will strive to achieve the bold quietude and easy mastery remarkable in the
architecture of RKC. There will be no violent pushing and pulling of elements or challenges to existing aesthetics or therits of
Olmstead or RKC.
The low-to-the-ground elements will uplift Olmstedd 0 OEOEI 1T 1T &£ A COAT A 1 AT-AwatA. AmaliditbrEtheE AA O  OEA

memorial offers an opportunity for visual continuity, practicality and environmental expression. Sensitive desmwill allow it to disguise
the intrusive and architecturally incompatible perimeter security features planned for Whitten. Green design will include gous ground
materials to easily absorb rainfall. Only a portion of the existing parking lot on the sitill be hardscape.

Landscape

The four-acre lawn surrounding the Whitten Building was conceived in the Classical Revival style of the early Twentieth Century. ffecs
the frame within which that BeauxArts building is showcased.Olmsteadunderstood how the geometries of a lawn effect the appreciation
of a building -- as did the building architects. Here, geometries are regular and broad; they move in pace to the rhythm of veallumn to
window -bay; they open to the larger lawn of the National Mall; they reach crescendos at entrances, at terminal points, and theyxala
walls. These regular, relaxed rectangles of lawn allow the rhythms of the wall to create a kind of music, a musdisturbed by the loud
exclamations of haphazard punctuations in the misplaced ddads of benches, specimen trees, amusements and distractions. This style is
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both picturesque and grand. Broad, deep shadows; rich textures; contrasts of green didoast they could to answer criticism of

bl AAAT AT O AT A AAOGECT AO OEA OEI A T &# OEA AOEI AET ¢6O0 AT 1T AAPOET T 8

Benefits of the National Liberty Memorial at Whitten

National Liberty Memorial
by David Newton

The National Liberty Memorial would recreate the lmg-ACT AAOOOT UAA CAT T AOOU 1

western, semkcircular path; it would employ materials consistent with the Whitten Building; it would

createaOOAOOAOU AT OE Al i PAOAAT A AT A AT iwbilAtchalleAging theD E

/e

DAAEI AT 660 11101 ATl OAT OAAT An EO xi1 O1I A AAAOAOGO OEA

Y
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Olmstead in the episods of lawn edits and amendments. There would be a statue on a low pedestal in a
style that would have been appreciated by the patriot honorees, a style that continues to be favored by the

I AOCAO PT OOETT 1T &£ 'i AODEAAS O AEskaneddr@Uro abé&xddiad x1 O1 A

remind us of the sacrifice and heroic struggle; there would be quotations carved in stowe bronze; and
all elements would be conceived to improve the aspect of the building and the character of the site

Design Team

The memaial site and desigh team composed of F&lsculptor David Newton and chairman Michael

Curtis are fully conversant (and careedong advocates)with the Picturesque style employed by Olmstead.
Each member received Beaux Arts training similar to RankirKellogg & Crane. F&L has designed formal
estate gardens, public parks in the City Beautiful style and statues in the classical tradition. They have
OOOAEAA AT A Ai AOAAAA AO OEA AEAT A T &£ AROGECT OEA
They continuously participate in exercises that apply Beaux Arts landscape design and city planning

theory to a renewal of the classical vision of Washington.

The design team has a plan of how to honor patriots with classical forms closely associatedhathose they challenged to set them free. It
will be achieved by adding their story to the narrative spread out across the 18 landmarks between the Capitol and the Wagjhim

Monument.
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Coordination

Every aspect of the design and construction of the National Liberty Memorial at the preferred site at the Whitten Building uld be
coordinated with GSA, NPS, NCPC, CFA and USDA. Among these considerations are:

A Low Impact Development(LID) and wet weather green infrastructure in filtration trenches, curb and gutter eliminations, filters
and organic filters and soil amendments.

A Reinforcing the picturesque, Beauwrt landscape elements envisioned by Olmstead and expanding the historicrtext of Rankin,
+A11T¢cc O #0AT A0 AOAEEOAAOOOAS

Ayl O1Ti A TAAOOOAR OAAT OGAOh OAOOI OA AT A OAAOOAAI EOE AT OE OEA
monumental core.

A Continuity of roadways, streets and walks, open spaces and elemént x ET OA DPOAAAAAT 6O AAOGA O OEA

Commission.

A Preservation of building access to USDA employees and guests; preservation of street and walkway access by residents and
visitors to near-by monuments and buildings.

A Securing safetyand minimizing the impacts and duration of construction.

A Truthfulness to the Monumental Core Framework Plan that will help the Southwest Rectangle become a more lively and
sustainable urban center.

A Design techniques that will enable the Whitten Buildingfuture African American History and Culture Museum, American History

- O0AOGI AT A (11T AAOGOO - O0AGI O1T OAIT A Pi xAOo&EOI 001 OU T &£ A DPAI

sustained struggle for liberty.

A New plantings of lawns, groundcodA Oh OE OOAOh EAACAOh AT A PAOEADPO OOAAO OEAO AOA

0OAT P1I A0 ' AOAAT AT A x E O@igitaEnkentbffh® Olingdee Aokhers. D OAAAAAT O T O
A Inculcation into the design of the curved drive referenced in drawingsy Rankin, Kellogg & Crane and in actual use farfew
decades.
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Potential Environmental Impacts

Topic

No Action Alternative

Preferred Site: Whitten West

Visual Resources

Maintaining status quo of a parking lot on the
Mall would perpetuate longterm adverse
impacts.

The removal of camouflage obstructing the viewsheds along Independence, 14th
Street and Jefferson Drive would result in longerm beneficial impacts.

Land Use

Maintaining status quo of a parking lot on the
Mall would perpetuate longterm adverse
impacts.

Short-term impacts would be negligible. Beneficial longerm impacts will occur,
particularly with the removal of an underutilized and unsightly parking lot ard the
opening of the site to visitation.

Planning Policies

Maintaining status quo of a parking lot on the
Mall would perpetuate longterm adverse
impacts.

There would be longterm beneficial impacts on plans and policies consistent with
OEl OA AT OEAEPAOAA AU 533180 AAOECT O ¢

Visitation Maintaining status quo of a parking lot on the  There would be no shortterm minor adverse impacts to visitor circulation around
Mall would perpetuate longterm adverse the site during construction activities, since the existing parking lot is used by
impacts. employees only.

Public Space Maintaining status quo of a parking lot on the  The memaorial would not change the public realm near the Whitten Building, except
Mall would perpetuate long-term adverse to create a new public space out of a parking lot. Lofigrm beneficial impacts will
impacts. result.

Historic Maintaining status quoof a parking lot on the  There would be longterm beneficial impacts to the Whitten Building landscape and

Resources Mall would perpetuate longterm adverse surrounding area. Shortterm minor adverse impacts would occur during

impacts.

construction due to the visualimpact of construction equipment and materials
staging. These would be created largely by the security elements and other

Ol AAOOAEET ¢O OANOEOAA OiF Aiibpi AOGA OE?#
Whitten.

Archeological
Resources

Maintaining status quo of a parking lot on the
Mall would perpetuate longterm adverse
impacts.

There could be potential effects to archaeological resources as a result of the grour
disturbances caused by construction. Subsurfacing testing is anticipated.
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Preeminent his torical and lasting significance
The Combatants

Enslaved and free African Americans served in all of the major battles of the Revolutionary War, from Lexington and Concord to
Yorktown. Most served in integrated units-- something that did not recur until the Korean War.

Besides soldiers, sailors, and marines, thousands of blacks served in the salt and lead mines of Virginia, drove wagons, wmealgons and
ammunition, felled trees, built defenses, and spied on the British. They were killed, captured and wounded. Many agxplfor pensions,
married and raised large families. Some received bounty land and praise from Washington, state legislatures and officers.

Blacks had been serving in the military since the French and Indian Wars. When skirmishing commenced along the rdedween
Lexington and Concord, there were about 500,000 blacks among the estimated population of 2.5 million. Just over 40 percar820, of

#1171 AAOEAOOSO AT ECEAI A Al AAE T Al A0 OAOOGAA E£OI 1T A ®APOI AOCEEIA T GE A
share, 1,570, came from 194 communities in Massachusetts.

Around half of the black population lived in Virginia where the fear of revolts and mass escapes tempered the will to makédsers of the

enslaved. Nonetheless, at least0® served from 82 counties.

OAOOET OO0 A&#O0I i AOGAOU OOAOA [T AAA Al 1 OAEI OO AET EAAO Oi OAeddmedfor" T OOI
a time after Bunker Hill. Among the men on Lexington Green on the morning of April 19775, was Prince Estabrook. Later that day the

enslaved 34 year old was the first casualty of his race. He recovered and served multiple enlistments until 1783, includib@iaonderoga.

Also at Lexington was Peter Salem, a Framingham minutemen, who ra@a his freedom upon enlistment. Others were freed at the

Al i1 b1 AGET1T T £ OAOOGEAA8 311 A 1T AOGOAOO OATACAA 11 OEAEO baokslidisgbAO A £C
courts often found for the patriots.

Afteryears ofspecbUh OET 1T 1T OAO EIl x 1T AT U OAOOGAAR A ¢nmy DOAI EAAOEI T h O&I1 OCI O

there were over 10,000.

There could be up to 8 million descendants. The first black mayor of Hartford, Connecticut, a Harvard scholar, &eigh firefighter, a
private investigator and a retired federal judge are among them.

There are whites who embrace distant black ancestors and share the pride with fellow descendants.
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The Liberty Seekers

AlTTC OEA 11060 ATipPAITETC TATh xTiTATh AT A AEEI AOAT AOA OEBRBIOK xEI
by the thousands ran away to freedom. Some fled to the British after the Royal Governor of Virginia offered freedom to slaye who
stood with him. Others filed freedom petitions with courts and legislatures.

Elizabeth Freeman, whose husband was a casualty of war, won a law suit in 1781 that set her free and brought down slavery in
Massachusetts. A Stafford County slave higr advertised in the Virginia Gazette of February 3, 1776, that Charles had run off the previous
. T OAT AAO AU OA AAOAOI ET AA OAOI 1 OOEIT OI CcAO 1 EAAOOUSBG S

Although comparatively small, the population of free blacks increased enough after the Revolutiondpur community-building and
spawn leaders. Leaders did not simply materialize in the 1950s; they are rooted in institutions dating back to 1776. The diea of
churches and resilient institutions continued the fight for the principles of the Declaration bindependence.

The businesses and enterprises they undertook enabled descendants to pass on hamh lessons of education, persuasion and frugality.
The Revolutionary War ancestor of scholar Paul Robeson, a baker, bought his own freedom and supplied the army with provisi

Wealthy Philadelphia sail maker, James Forten, then a 15 year old powder boy, was held a prisoner after his privateer wasucag by the
British. His granddaughter, Charlotte, was an educator and abolitionist.

Many ancestors are known because thé AOA AAOAOEAAA ET xAO OAAI OAO AO O1 AcoOiho OAI
OO0l AOGA8d6 |/ OEAOO AOA EAAT OEZEAA AU OI AGA TAIAO 1 EEA # AACeAsashbitdi | D
and death records and the records of slave holders may shed new light on the identities of others.

Last year, the Alexandria city council honored John Pipsico, Benjamin Whitmore, Joseph Longdon and William Lee. Prince Widiad

Fairfax counties honored their patriots,including John Sidebottom who helped carry the wounded 18 year old James Monroe off the

battlefield at Trenton.

Robert Randall of Fairfax County- wounded and hospitalized for six months- was later captured and brought to Yorktown by the British

where he escaped and reenlisted once again.

. AAOI U xm OEIiEI AO OAOI 1 OOEITO xAOA APDPOI OAA ET 6EOCEI EA&or #1 11 AAOE
declared the weekof June24 th ¢mnpgh O&1 OCT OOAT O0AOOEI OO 7AAES8G
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Conclusions

Thousands of enslaved and free black persons performed countless patriotic acts and served as soldiers, sailors, marinesgiaiiién

workers in the cause of independence and the creatiorf the United States of America. Even more saw the Declaration of Independence

A6 A AAT1T O 001 AxAU &£OiI i OEA OUOATTU 1T &£ Ol AGAOU xEA @bdatddd EO 1 A
petitions asking courts and legislaturego set them free.

While many earned the freedom they sought, only gradually, and sometimes grudgingly, are they gaining recognition for theahility of
their achievements. The reason: Up to two generations ago, history and government were complicitatover up and human beings were
not free to choose where to sit or stand.

Less fortunate contemporaries of the 1776 generation continued to be bought and sold on and around the Mall. Later, theieagr
grandchildren were excluded from public places orPennsylvania Avenue in the sightline of the Capitol, White House and Washington
Monument. As the last of them died off through the 1840s, including residents of Washington, D.C., they witnessed the continued carving
up of the fruits of independence among those who perceived slavery and segregation as a right secured to them by the founfditigers.

Because the direction of local government was determined by Congress, African Americans likened Washington to a plantatidre T
disenfranchisement of residents was characteristic of practices in cities and towns across the nation. Blacks were assuroduving done
nothing worthy of respect, equal rights or memorialization.

In the face of seemingly unbending willpower, the descendants of the forsaken men and women of the American Revolution serbed
nation nobly through every war and peaceful interluge. No depravation or indignity could cause them to suspend their patriotism or
scorn the promise of 1776.

Offspring imbibed their example that liberty only flourishes if the principles of the union, and the union itself, are safeguded by the 5
felowsEed T £ EOO AEOEUAT 08 08) Al A@bPpAAO EO j OEA 1T AOEIT T q Uirgdnl AAA
cautioned in 1858.

Some in Congress in the 1980s, who promoted a memorial and acknowledged the preeminent value oftirstory, had been officeholders
during Jim Crow, including Sen. Strom Thurmond, the former segregationist governor of South Carolina.

4EEO UAAOGO AT T EOAOOAOU 1T £ OEA pweo -AOAE 11 7AOEET COI hrksinRAreh OA|
| could tell the whole story of triumph spanning 10 generations, if the National Liberty Memorial comes to share their sigimis.

The Revolutionary War, national indepedence, Civil War and the Civil Rights Movement affirm that their vision for America prevailed.
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Interior South Triangle & Freedom Plaza




